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Rada headed for 
showdown over 
constitutional 
changes 


Court clears the way for amendments 


aimed at thwarting Yushchenko election 
By Marco Levytsky 

Incorporating reports from Askold Krushelnycky and Jan Maksimiuk 

of RFE/RL, Ukrayinska Pravda, the Press Service of Our Ukraine, 
Glavred, Deutsche Welle 

Ukraine’s parliament was headed for a showdown as this issue of Ukrai- 
nian News went to press Dec. 22. 

At issue were proposed constitutional amendments designed to prevent 
Our Ukraine leader Viktor Yushchenko from getting elected president by 
popular vote, or limiting his powers should the election take place. 

Former Prime Minister Yushchenko, who’s short-lived government 
cleaned up corruption and reversed the country’s economic decline, con- 
sistently receives the highest opinion-poll ratings and most observers be- 
lieve he will become president if next October’s elections are held fairly. 

This greatly disturbs President Leonid Kuchma and the tightly knit circle 
of ultra-rich cronies that surround him and control much of the Ukrainian 
government. 

Should the democratic forces win the presidential election scheduled 
for Oct. 31, 2004, the current ruling elite will not only Jose the financial 
advantages they enjoy but could face trial for corruption and even murder. 

The door for such amendments was opened on Dec. 11 when the Con- 
stitutional Court of Ukraine, which regularly sides with President Leonid 
Kuchma, ruled on the president’s proposals to transform Ukraine from a 
country where the president has dominant powers to one where parlia- 
ment and the prime minister hold most of the power while the president’s 
role is reduced to largely a ceremonial one. It said the proposal did not 
threaten the rights of Ukrainians. Under this proposal, the parliament would 
elect a president next year to serve until new parliamentary elections in 
2007. 

Another proposal suggested by Kuchma entails presidential elections 
next year that will give the president reduced powers. Then the parlia- 
ment would elect another president in 2006. Before either could be adopted 
in law, parliament must vote twice with a two-thirds majority (300 depu- 
ties) on the drafts. 


To reach that number the pro- 

Publication Mail Agreement | Presidential forces in parliament 

#40007679, paid at Edmonton, | need the support of the 60-member 
Alberta Communist bloc. 

However, the Plenum of the Cen- 

tral Committee of the Communist 

Party of Ukraine decided on Dec. 20 


would call for the election of the 


by another election in 2006 — this | в Києві 19-го грудня. 


discuss various strategies to prevent 
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Христос Раждається! 


Christ is Born! 
not to support the amendment which Кучма обіцяє "найбрудніші вибори" 


president Бу the current рагіїатепі. | (українська Правда) Президент Леонід Кучма 

But they will support Ше alterna- | застерігає, що без проведення політичної реформи 
tive plan - election of the president президентські вибори 2004 будуть "бруднішими" за 
by popular vote in 2004, followed | всі попередні. Про це він заявив на прес-конференції 


time by a new parliament elected] "Я зі страхом дивлюсь на 2004 рік. Всі говорять, 

under full proportional voting. що це будуть найбрудніші вибори", - сказав Кучма. 
The opposition has said both аї- | | Він додав, що підтримає "будь-який проект політ- 

ternatives are tantamount to а Coup | реформи", за який проголосує Верховна Рада. 

by Ше president and has said її will} | Ща питання про вибори президента в парламенті 

fight to prevent the changes. він сказав, що свою позицію висловив у власному 
Dec. 22 Our Ukraine huddled to | законопроекті, що передбачав пряме обрання глави 


Він додав, що "головним є створення відповідаль- 
Cont. on Page 5) ної влади, формування коаліції в парламенті, який 
створює уряд і відповідає за його діяльність". 


5 а І і і п 4 U k ra i ne "Якщо парламент утверджує уряд, то можуть бути 


відповідні зміни щодо виборів президента", - сказав 


Водночас Кучма відкинув звинувачення в тому, що 
він здійснює вплив на проведення політреформи: 


ea 


"Повірте, я в це не втручаюся!". 

На питання, чому він вважає наступні вибори 
брудними, президент сказав: "Давайте почитаємо 
пресу, давайте подивимось Інтернет. Хоч я його не 
дивлюсь, та мені інколи роздруковують". 

"Я не кажу, що опозиція Гобливає брудом) владу 
чи навпаки. Я говорю в цілому", - зазначив Кучма. 

Кучма звернувся до журналістів: "Я розумію, 
чому ЗМІ виступають за всенародні вибори. Бо 
вибори - це жнива для вас. І давайте я скажу уряду, 
щоб він вам компенсував |всі втрати|". 

На репліку журналістів, що за всенародні вибори 
виступає більшість населення, президент сказав: "На 
референдумі 2000 року 90% виступили за 
| пропозиції президента). Але народ назвали стадом 
баранів і плюнули в душу". 

Кучма також сказав про ризики виборів 2004, 
через які закордонні інвестори не вкладатимуть 
гроші в Україну. "Куди тоді піде капітал? Ніякий 
дурень в Україну не вкладатиме! А гроші підуть в 
Росію", - сказав президент. 
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ХРИСТОС НАРОДИВСЯ! 
СЛАВІМ ЙОГО! 


Веселих Свят бажає управа 


СОЮЗУ УКРАЇНЦІВ САМОСТІЙНИКІВ 
В АЛЬБЕРТІ 


Shirley Wozimirsky 
Stephen Melnychuk 
Luba Feduschak 
Orest Haydey 
Nestor Chumer 
Bruce Prytuluk 


Dr. Harry Hohol 
Kateryna Baziuk 
Richard Eliuk 
Eugene Harasymiw 
Nellie Seniw 


З нагоди Різдвяних Свят складаємо щирі привітання 
а з Новим Роком бажаємо всього найкращого 
цілій українській громаді. 

ХРИСТОС РАЖДАЄТЬСЯ! 


May the peace and joy of Christmas 
be with you through all the Year. 


CHRIST IS BORN! 


шини Grant 
MacEwan 
College 


Ukrainian Resource and Development Centre 
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Кучма обіцяє He балотуватися 
на виборах в парламенті 


(Українська Правда) "Президент України Леонід 
Кучма заявляє, що не балотуватиметься на нас- 
тупних виборах президента, навіть якщо вони відбу-- 
ватимуться у Верховній Раді. 

Про це він заявив 19-го грудня на прес- 
конференції у Києві. 

"Якщо навіть і в парламенті, я не буду в жодному 
разі балотуватися", - сказав Кучма. 

Це питання викликало у президента сміх, бо перед 
цим він неодноразово негативно відповідав на це 
питання. 

"Ви дивіться, не перегніть палку, бо візьму й по-- 
годжуся. Ющенко виступає, що треба |балотуватися 
втретє|, Мороз також, і комуністи", - сказав Кучма. 


Він також висловився за те, щоб від влади на виборах 
був найсильніший кандидат. 

"Від влади повинен бути той політик, який корис- 
тується підтримкою, і вона дає йому на рівних вис- 
тупити на полі битви", - сказав президент. 

На питання про намір балотуватися Тігіпка й Пус-- 
товойтенка на всенародних виборах Кучма сказав: 
"Треба кожному політику виходити з того, яке місце 
він займає серед інших політиків. Якщо з 2-3% йти 
в президенти, то крім жалю це нічого не викликає". 

"Шкода, що політики не прораховують на один 
крок вперед. I якщо на вибори (із таким рейтингом| 
їде лідер партії, то в 2006 взагалі можна ставити 
хрест на партії", - сказав Кучма. 


Європейці відкинули політреформу 
Венеціанська комісія вважає, що Верховна Рада 
не має права продовжувати свої повноваження 


Василь Baprac, Львівська газета 

Один із найавторитетніших органів у структурі 
Ради Європи - Європейська комісія " За демократію 
через право? (Венеціанська комісія), до складу якої 
входять провідні правники континенту - виніс своє 
рішення щодо трьох головних проектів політичної 
реформи в Україні. Про це повідомив нардеп, член 
фракції "НУ", Микола Катеринчук, 16-го грудня. 

Зайого словами, найбільше зауважень комісія Ma— 
ла саме до проекту, який передбачає обрання прези - 
дента парламентом уже у 2004 році та продовження 
повноважень ВР на один рік. За висновками комісії, 
Верховна Рада не має права продовжувати термін 
своїх повноважень. 

"Комісія визнає та вітає зусилля України рефор- 
мувати систему управління в спосіб наближення 
України до європейських стандартів демократії. 
Конкретні рішення, обрані в різних проектах, 
здається, не досягають тієї цілі та вводять інші зміни 
до Конституції, які виявляються кроком назад. 
Здається, необхідно продовжити подальшу роботу 
та обговорення, і Венеціанська комісія залишається 
у розпорядженні українських органів влади для 
подальшої співпраці у сфері конституційної 
реформи", - йдеться у висновку "венеціанців". 

Катеринчук також зазначив, що, на думку Венеці - 
анської комісії, обрання президента у парламенті є 
недоцільним і може призвести до конфліктів у BUKO— 
навчій владі, оскільки і президента, і прем'єра оби-- 
ратимуть у парламенті. За словами нардепа, Комісія 
також вважає, що у разі обрання президента у ВР, 
мають бути внесені зміни, що стосуються JOCTPOKO— 
вого припинення президентських повноважень. Ще 
один недолік - не виписана процедура виборів 
президента, зокрема щодо методів голосування. 

Також Венеціанська комісія, загалом схвально 
ставлячись до впровадження пропорційної виборчої 
системи, виступає проти запровадження так званого 
«імперативного мандата" (позбавлення депутата 
повноважень у разі виходу або виключення його з 
фракції — "Тазета"), положення про який є в усіх 
трьох проектах. За включення такого положення 


виступає, до речі, насамперед, опозиція, та появу йо-- 
го у проектах політреформи пропрезидентських сил 
сприймали як поступку або підкуп опозиції. Окрім 
цього, в експертів комісії є зауваження щодо заборо - 
ни народним депутатам України займатися підпри - 
ємницькою діяльністю. 

Щодо законопроекту, підготованого Анатолієм 
Матвієнком, Віктором Мусіякою, Адамом Марти - 
нюком, Олександром Морозом і Юрієм Ключковсь - 
ким, який передбачає перерозподіл повноважень між 
органами влади та перетворення України на парла-- 
ментсько-президентську республіку, у висновках 
комісії наголошено на необхідності обережного 
ставлення "до створення прем'єрської республіки, 
щодо визначення коаліційного уряду та розподілу 
повноважень між президентом, урядом і пар- 
ламентом". 

Венеціанська комісія також прокоментувала — 
достатньо дипломатично, але й цілком красномовно 
- можливість Леоніда Кучми балотуватися у 2004 


році у президенти. Нагадаємо, саме це питання нині 


перебуває на розгляді Конституційного суду, причо-- 
му суд має у своєму розпорядженні низку висновків, 
що другий термін Леоніда Даниловича насправді був 
першим, а тому... Європейська комісія "За демокра - 
тію через право" має для суддів Конституційного 
суду іншу рекомендацію: "Леонід Кучма знаходиться 
при владі з 1994 року, і це є певна підказка для суддів 
Конституційного суду щодо можливості ще раз 
обиратися йому президентом". 

Не виключено, що представники Венеціанської 
комісії прибудуть в Україну до 23 грудня (день 
розгляду проектів реформи у ВР - "Тазета"), аби 
особисто викласти нашим парламентарям свою 
позицію, а заодно й пояснити, які санкції можуть 
очікувати країну, якщо ВР таки піде всупереч peKo— 
мендаціям Ради Європи. Учора запрошення "венеці - 
анцям? надіслав народний депутат, один із лідерів 
БЮЛУ, Матвієнко. За його словами, комісію запро-- 
сили, "щоб ми могли в Києві на рівні "конституцій - 
ної комісії" парламенту розглянути всі законопро-- 
екти із зауваженнями європейських експертів". 


Jasper Place Campus, Box 1796, Edmonton, Alberta T5J 2Р2 
Tel.: (780) 497-4374; Fax: (780) 497-4377 
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КРЕДИТОВА СПІЛКА СОЮЗ 
Бажає Вам 
Веселих Свят Різдва Христового 
Та 
Щасливого Нового Року 
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Merry Christmas and 
Happy New Year 
From 
E CREDIT UNION 
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Лвів'яни протестують проти пенсійної реформи 


(Deutsche У/еПе)- Громада міс- 
та не погоджується з пенсійною 
реформою, запропонованою уря- 
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.14-гогр у Льво- 


ві відбувся мітинг під гаслом 
"Пенсійна реформа - черговий 
обман народу". З 1 січня 2004 
року набирає чинності закон Ук-- 


рат Sent SASS 


раїни "Про загальнообов'язкове 
пенсійне страхування". 

З багатьма положеннями цього 
закону, який є визначальним у 
пенсійній реформі, громада Льво-- 
ва не згодна. На думку учасників 
мітингу, нова реформа є жебраць-- 
кою, і такою, що аж ніяк не спря- 
мована на поліпшення матеріаль-- 
ного становища пенсіонерів. 

У своїй резолюції мітингуючі 
вимагали від уряду скасувати 
нещодавно прийняту постанову 
Кабінету міністрів про зменшення 
базової величини зарплати, звер-- 
нутися до Росії як правонаступ-- 
ниці Радянського Союзу 3 
вимогою видачі колишнім в'язням 
концтаборів довідок про стаж ро-- 
боти та розмір зарплати. А ще 
пенсіонери нагадали, що вони є 
основним п'ятнадцятимільйонним 
електоратом в Україні, а тому го- 
лосуватимуть лише за того кан- 
дидата в президенти, який дослу- 
хається їхніх вимог. 
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Wrzesnewskyj to seek Liberal 
nomination for Etobicoke- Centre 


(UkrNews)—Borys Wrzesnew- 
skyj, founding member and chair of 
the Ukrainian Canadian Liberal 
Committee (UCLC), has announced 
his intention to seek the Liberal 
nomination for the federal riding of 
Etobicoke-Centre in Toronto. 

This is the seat formerly held by 
Alan Rock, who was recently ap- 
pointed as Canada’s Ambassador to 
the United Nations. 

“As someone who is passionately 
interested in the issues affecting our 
community, I believe the time has 
come to renew the tradition of 
Ukrainian Canadian participation in 
the political process, and to ensure 
that we have a voice in Ottawa,” he 
said in announcing his candidacy at 
St. Demetrius Ukrainian Catholic 
Church, Dec. 18. 

As Chair of UCLC, Wrzesnews- 
kyj prepared a position paper out- 
lining the Ukrainian community’s 
positions on several critical issues 
including Denaturalization and De- 
portation, Immigration, Internment 
Redress and Multiculturalism. 

“Should I make it though the 
nomination and electoral process, I 
will absolutely continue raising 
these issues,” he told Ukrainian 
News, Dec. 19. 

But he noted that first the nomi- 
nation and the election have to be 
secured and he expects a lot of cred- 
ible challenges for the nomination 
and for the election itself. 

He also added “hopefully there 
will be more than one person of 
Ukrainian origin in caucus who will 
raise the same concerns.” 

Wrzesnewskyj said that that an- 
other critical issue for the Ukrainian 
community is next year’s presiden- 
tial elections in Ukraine and the need 
for international observers. 

He said the “Dopomoha Ukraini” 
Foundation of the Szafraniuk fam- 
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Borys Wrzesnewski with Prime Minister Paul Martin Wares a meeting 
with the | Ukrainian community at Easter. 
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aka В цей Різдвяний та Новорічний час 

¥ Дозвольте привітати всіх Bac. асо 

Смачної куті, бажає родина Вжесневських 
та працівники Future Bakery i MC Dairy 
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Visit our Factory Outlet Store 
106 North Queen St., Toronto 


(416) 231-1491 
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Кефір, йогурт, сир, гуслянка ж 

хліб, торти, калачі, сирники, маківники и 
медівники і багато інших пекарських виробів 

за старими українськими переписами 
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«З Різдвом Христовим, бажаю Вам кріпкого здоров'я, 
веселих свят, і щасливого нового року». 


Honourable Gene Zwozdesky 


MLA Edmonton Mill Creek 
Edmonton Mill Creek Constituency Office 
8207 Argyll Road Edmonton, Alberta T6C 4B2 
Ph: (780) 466-3737 Fax: (780) 468-3359 


Minister of Community Development 
229 Legislature Building, TSK 2B6 = 
(780) 427-4928 Toll Free 310-0000 Gyr 


ily has set side $250, 00 for this pur- 
pose 

Wrzesnewskyj has an extensive 
record of involvement in the Ukrai- 
nian Canadian Community and is a 
well-known community organizer, 
fundraiser and human rights activ- 
ist. At the same time, Borys is a suc- 
cessful businessman, having taken 
over and transformed his family 
business, Future Bakery, into a 
Toronto institution. In 1990, Borys 
added M-C Dairy to the conglom- 
erate, which now includes six retail 
outlets in Toronto, Guelph, Kitche- 
ner, Cambridge and Hamilton. 

“Borys brings a wealth of organi- 
zational experience to the political 
process, having served as President 
of the federal Liberal riding associa- 
tion in Etobicoke-Lakeshore and as 
a member of executives of other pro- 


vincial and federal riding associa- 


New Minister for CIDA 


Jim Jacuta (Past President Ukrainian Canadian Congress - Alberta), and 
the new CIDA Minister, Aileen Carroll, at the Parliament Hill reception 
hosted by the Paul Martin on the occasion of his taking the oath of Prime 
Minister оп Dec. 12. CIDA (Canadian Intemational Development Agency) 
contributes $20 million annually to Ukraine’s development, and has pro- 
vided $234 million in country-to-country assistance to date. The govern- 
ment of Canada has contributed an additional $33 million in multilateral 


assistance. 


UCC urges Famine/Genocide education 


(UCC National)—The Ukrainian Canadian Congress (UCC) President 
Eugene Czolij has written to the Ministers of Education of each Canadian 
Province and Territory requesting that the Curriculum Development Com- 
mittee of each Department of Education prepare appropriate educational 
material about the Ukrainian Famine/Genocide of 1932-33 in accordance 
with the June 19, 2003 resolution of the Senate of Canada. 

The UCC also stated its willingness to work with the Provincial Depart- 
ments of Education in identifying appropriate historical resources to teach 


this important subject matter. 


tions over the = зони Зо is in- 
timately acquainted with the politi- 
cal campaign process and this will 
serve him well in his bid for the fed- 
eral nomination in Etobicoke-Cen- 
tre,” said Ron Chyczij, a member of 
the UCLC. 

“Borys will be facing stiff com- 
petition for the nomination in this 
riding, as we expect many individu- 
als will be seeking to enter the po- 
litical arena in what is expected to 
be a landslide election victory for 
Paul Martin in the spring,” said Yvan 
Baker, a Youth Member of the 
WEEE’ 

He called upon the members of 
the Ukrainian Canadian community 
in Etobicoke-Centre to support 
Borys in his bid for the nomination, 
and in particular, he encouraged 
young members to become involved 
in the political process. 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF ALBERTA 


UKRAINIAN WOMEN'S ORGANIZATION 
UKRAINIAN NATIONAL FEDERATION 
10629-98 Street Edmonton 


PRES eCMES 


MALANKA 
Saturday, January 17, 2004 


Tickets: 

$30.00 in advance 
$35.00 at door 
$25.00 students 


Cocktails 6 бо 


Dinner 


- ге 83 
performant 9:30 


Dance 


Music, PY: 
"В агуто 


For 

Ivan 478- 0207 
Lesia 425-6298 
George 474-6560 


Дирекція і Адміністрація 
КРЕДИТОВОЇ СПІЛКИ БУДУЧНІСТЬ 


бажають 
всім своїм членам, українському народові у вільній 
незалежній Україні та в діаспорі 


Веселих Свят 
Різдва Христового і 
Щасливого Нового Року! 


(416) 763-6883 
(905) 238-1273 
(416) 299-7291 
(905) 544-7776 
(613) 722-7075 


Toronto, Ontario M6S 1N9 
Mississauga, Ontario L4W 3Z3 
Scarborough, Ontario M1S 4P4 
Hamilton, Ontario L8H 454 
Ottawa, Ontario K1Y 4E3 


2280 Bloor Street West, 
1891 Rathburn Road Е., 
221 Milner Avenue, 

249 Kenilworth Avenue М., 
913 Carling Avenue, 


www.buduchnist.com 


З радісним днем Христового Різдва бажаємо 
всім нашим клієнтам, працівникам та цілому 
українському суспільству веселих Свят  , 
а з Новим Роком всього найкращого.. 
ХРИСТОС РАЖДАЄТЬСЯ! 


Dr. Christine Fialka-Eshenko 


FAMILY DENTIST 
#101, 10910 - 105 Ave 
Edmonton, AB TSH 0L3 
Tel.: 420-1510 


ХРИСТОС РАЖДАЄТЬСЯ! 


Щирі і сердечні побажання веселих 
Свят Різдва Христового та щасливого 
Нового Року! 


ВСІМ СВОЇМ КЛІЄНТАМ І ПРИЯТЕЛЯМ 
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УКРАЇНСЬКА КНИГАРНЯ 
UKRAINIAN BOOKSTORE 


10215-97 ST. PO BOX 1640 
EDMONTON AB T5J 2N9 


CANADA 
Phone (780) 422-4255 
Toll Free 1-866-422-4255 


Fax (780) 425-1439 
e-mail ukrbkst@telusplanet.net 


www.ukrainianbookstore.com 
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АєроЄвіт & Аскобуїт 


уУкрАЇНСЬКІ AGIANINIT 


www.aerosvit.com 
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Реакція в Україні на 
арешт Саддама Гусейна 


Сергій Кисельов, Радіо Свобода 

Понад півтори тисячі українських військовослуж-- 
бовців перебувають в Граку у складі стабілізаційних 
сил. Чи позначиться на терміні їхньої миротворчої 
місії у Перській затоці захоплення американським 
спецназом у полон колишнього багдадського дик- 
татора Саддама Гусейна? І як це може позначитися 
на близькосхідній політиці України в цілому? 

Леонід Кучма привітав телеграмою свого амери-- 
канського колегу Джорджа Буша в зв'язку з ареш- 
том Саддама Гусейна. Він назвав це важливою 
перемогою у боротьбі з тероризмом, висловив дум-- 
ку, що колишнього президента Ipaky за здійснене 
ним та його режимом слід судити і запевнив, що Ук-- 
раїна й надалі готова брати участь у стабілізаційних 
силах в Іраку та у відродженні іракської економіки. 

Тим часом Олександр Турчинов, один із лідерів 
БЮТ, блоку, який виступав проти рішення Кучми 
відправити українських миротворців до Ipaky, 
заявив, що арешт Саддама Хусейна очистить повітря 
та прискорить демократичні процеси в Іраку. 

А голова Комітету Верховної Ради з питань націо-- 
нальної безпеки та оборони комуніст Георгій Крюч-- 
ков, який разом з іншими членами парламентської 
фракції КПУ також виступав свого часу кате- 
горично проти участі українських військових у 
стабілізаційних силах в Траку, в інтерв'ю для радіо 
"Свобода" висловився з приводу взяття у полон 
Саддама Гусейна стримано: 

"Я не думаю, що це негайно призведе саме по собі 
до виведення нашого контингенту з Іраку чи якось 
принципово радикально позначиться на статусі і 
умовах перебування. 

"Думаю, що перебування військ так званої коаліції 
буде продовжене, бо до врегулювання ситуації ще 
довго. Особливо, коли подивишся ці кадри, яка це 
була людина зараз, цей Гусейн, який заріс бородою, 


сили, які спрямовують дії протесту, мабуть, ще 
залишились. Тому очікувати, що там буде швидке 
замирення, мабуть, не слід. Так що, очевидно, нашим 
військовим ще буде багато роботи". 

Якщо допити Саддама Гусейна виявляться 
успішними, спостерігачі прогнозують, що нарешті 
стане достеменно відомо, чи закуповував Ірак через 
посередників в обхід санкцій ООН українські 
радарні установки "Кольчуга", чи ця історія була 
нічим іншим, як звичайним міфом. 

Ось яку думку з приводу "кольчужної теми" вис- 
ловив в інтерв'ю для радіо "Свобода" експерт київ- 
ського Центру близькосхідних досліджень Сергій 
Данилов: 

"НІ, не думаю, що це питання знову виникне, ос- 
кільки якби "Кольчуги" були, то, напевно, вони вже 
б десь випливли. Тобто, півроку від часу окупації 
Іраку був достатній термін для того, щоб вияснити, 
поставити крапку в цій історії". 

Що стосується того, чи може позначитися арешт 
колишнього багдадського диктатора на близь- 
косхідній позиції України, пан Данилов припустив, 
що історія з Гусейном "позначиться, безперечно, на 
Близькому Сході. На світосприйнятті багатьох 
людей на Близькому Сході. 

"Оскільки Україна все далі розвиває стосунки з 
країнами Близького Сходу, певні зміни і всі зрушен- 
ня торкнуться й нас. Можливо, дивовижним чином 
значення України трішки може збільшитися. Тобто, 
зросте потреба в більшій кількості партнерів на 
Близькому СХоді. 

Як з боку Сполучених Штатів, які потребу- 
ватимуть цих партнерів там, так і з боку керівників, 
лідерів арабських країн, які будуть шукати якомога 
більшої кількості партнерів поза межами своїх тра- 
диційних союзників". 

Саме таким партнером, на думку експерта київсь- 
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який опустився, у якійсь норі перебував, ство- кого Центру близькосхідних досліджень Сергія мон 


рюється враження, що не він організовує все це.Їті Данилова, i може стати Україна. 


Марія Щур, Радіо Свобода 

Незважаючи на глобальну боротьбу з 
тероризмом, демократія та свобода сміли- 
віше крокують світом, вважають фахівці 


“Freedom House”. Україна ж, на їхню 
думку, поки що не долучилася до цієї ходи. 
А контроль над засобами масової інфор- 
мації та переслідування опозиції структу- 
рами Служби національної безпеки взагалі 
загрожують її статусу «виборчої демок- 
ратії» за класифікацією організації. Разом 
із цим становище України не безнадійне, 
все залежить від наступних президентських 
виборів, вважає “Freedom House”. 

У своєму новому щорічному звіті право- 
захисна організація “Freedom House” ( "Дім 
Свободи") зі штаб-квартирою у Нью- 
Йорку говорить про те, що протягом року, 
який минає, більше країн зробили поступ 
до розвитку свободи. 25 країн зробили 
відчутний поступ у напрямку до свободи, і 
лише 13 держав пішли у зворотному нап- 
рямку. Говорить речник організації Міхаєл 
Гольдфарб: «Незважаючи на репресивні 
заходи, які здійснювали багато держав для 
боротьби з тероризмом, загалом у світі сво- 
бода здобуває більше позицій. Тенденція, 
яка триває останніх 30 років, не припи- 
няється». 

Згідно з результатами дослідження, 88 
країн, або 46 96, є вільними на 38% більше, 
ніж 10 років тому. Україна ж разом із 
такими державами, як Вірменія, Боснія- 
Герцеговина, Грузія, Нігерія та деякими 
іншими, переважно африканськими та 
латиноамериканськими країнами, перебу-- 
ває у списку «частково вільних» держав. 
При чому, незважаючи на те, що її рейтинг 
цього року залишається незмінним, "Дім 
Свободи" відчуває серйозне занепокоєння 
тенденціями, які панують в Україні. «Взяти 


американської правозахисної організації 


Стан демократії в Україні незмінно 
поганий — “Freedom House” 


хоча б минулий тиждень, - говорить 
старший аналітик організації та її колишній 
голова Адріян Каратницький, - було вбито 
ще одного інтернет-журналіста. Крім того, 
існує побоювання, що відбудуться спроби 
обійти демократичний політичний процес». 

Взагалі, на думку американських право-- 
захисників, дуже багато у стані свободи в 
Україні залежатиме від того, як відбудуться 
президентські вибори наступного року. У 
цьому зв'язку Адріян Каратницький наво-- 
дить паралель із Грузією: «Серед 12 колишь- 
ніх республік колишнього Радянського Co— 
юзу є дві, вяких існує можливість поступу. 
Одна - це, звичайно, Грузія. І друга, як не 
парадоксально, Україна. Якщо Україні 
вдасться пройти наступного року через від-- 
носно чистий виборчий процес, є ймовір-- 
ність того, що тенденції до авторитаризму 
можна буде розвернути і зупинити». 

За словами Адріяна Каратницького, піс-- 
ля виборів, що відбулися нещодавно в Грузії 
та в Росії, на теренах СНД виникли дві 
моделі, які можуть впливати на подальший 
розвиток демократії у сусідніх країнах. 
«Одна - це російські вибори, коли правляча 
еліта контролювала, формувала та моде- 
лювала громадську думку і маніпулювала 
голосами під час підрахунку, і друга, коли 
владній еліті не вдалося цього зробити, як 
у Грузії. Чи вдасться елітам опанувати 
російську модель? Ніхто не заперечує осо-- 
бистої популярності президента Путіна, але 
надмірний контроль держави над засобами 
масової інформації, контрольовані пові- 
домлення і спроби не дати ліберальним 
партіям пройти до парламенту = все це ме- 
тоди, якими би дуже радо скористалися 
лідери у псевдодемократичних чи слабких 
демократіях, що утворилися у колишньому 

задянському Союзі», - зауважує експерт 
"Дому Свободи" Анріян Каратницький. 
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Rada headed for showdown over constitutional changes 


Cont. from Page 1 

Our Ukraine’s lawmakers have 
registered some 140 motions in the 
Rada, aiming to filibuster adoption 
of the constitutional changes 

At a Dec. 22 press conference, 
Yuriy Kostenko, the leader of the 
Ukrainian People’s Party one of the 
constituent members of the Our 
Ukraine bloc, said that the Our 
Ukraine will take any possible mea- 
sures to prevent a constitutional up- 
heaval. 

Another opposition MP, Stepan 
Khmara of the Yulia Tymoshenko 
Bloc, also urged the democratic 
forces to use all possible means to 
block the vote. 

“We have to physically prevent the 
start of the process aimed at viola- 
tion of the Constitution,’ Khmara 
said. “We can disrupt the Verkhovna 
Rada session only physically, and by 
doing this we will show an example 
to people how everyone has to pro- 
tect the Constitution,”’ the MP added. 

Simultaneously with planned par- 
liamentary action, Our Ukraine is 
gathering signatures for a referen- 
dum asking parliament not to amend 
the constitutional provision stipulat- 
ing that the Ukrainian president 
should be elected in a nationwide 
election. 

Yushchenko told journalists on 
Dec. 17 that his bloc has already 
collected some 3.5 million of the 
planned 8 million signatures. 

Yushchenko said he is confident 
that the Verkhovna Rada will not 
abolish direct presidential elections 
in Ukraine. 

“I’m sure that if the people are 
deprived of their constitutional right 
of choice, they will take to the 
streets.... But we will defend the 
constitution and the people’s right 
to ‘elect (the president],” 
Yushchenko said. 

The proposed constitutional re- 
forms have also been criticized by 
the European Union. 

Meanwhile, Kuchma, at a Dec. 19 
press conference, said that if con- 
stitutional reform is not passed 
“these will be the dirtiest elections 
(ever)”. (See front-page Ukrainian- 
language article.) 


The Constitutional Court also 
ruled Kuchma may not be pros- 
ecuted for crimes committed while 
in office. The president has been 
accused of corruption involving 
hundreds of millions of dollars, 
abusing human rights, curbing free- 
dom of the press, and involvement 
in the killing of an opposition jour- 
nalist. He has always denied the al- 
legations. 

An Our Ukraine deputy in parlia- 
ment and a senior aide to 
Yushchenko, Oleh Rybachuk, said 
that the ruling could be the first step 
in a process where Kuchma could 
try to appoint a trusted nominee as 
prime minister or even nominate 
himself for the post. 

“One or two months prior to the 
election, the constitution is changed 
— so any minute you may have the 
following scenario: For example, 
that Kuchma the president is re- 
quested by parliament to become 
prime minister. So Kuchma the 
president takes or nominates 
Kuchma the prime minister because 
he is being requested to do that by 
the parliament — and then the presi- 
dency is practically annihilated,” 
Rybachuk said. 

Rybachuk says that Kuchma is 
worried that whatever guarantees he 
secures at present, a future govern- 
ment hostile to him might still try to 
prosecute him. Therefore, Rybachuk 
says, the plan is to hold on to power 
by any means. Kuchma has repeat- 
edly said he will not run for a fur- 
ther term as president. But 
Rybachuk says Kuchma’s words 
must be examined carefully. 

“Tf [Kuchma] is saying that he is 
not going to run for election, he 
might be telling the truth, because 
there might be no election. So in the 
Constitutional Court you have to 
follow every word. Yes, he might not 
run for the election. There might be 
changes to the constitution,” 
Rybachuk said. 

Another member of parliament, 
Bohdan Hubsky, has asked the 
country’s highest court to clarify 
whether Kuchma should be re- 
garded as someone now in the last 
year of his second term of office. 


Some have argued that as the present 
constitution was only introduced in 
1996, two years into Kuchma’s first 
term, he should be allowed another 
term or at least an extension of two 
years in this one. 

The court has initially taken the 
view that Kuchma should be re- 
garded as only having completed 
one term, but a final decision has yet 
to be made. 

Although the election campaign 
does not begin officially until next 
April, there have already been what 
the opposition claims are organized 
attempts by the presidential authori- 
ties to disrupt a series of opposition 
meetings around the country. 

The administration denies the ac- 
cusations. But some Western diplo- 
mats, including the U.S. ambassa- 
dor and the head of a Council of 
Europe group monitoring human 
rights in Ukraine, have said the tac- 
tics bode ill for the fair conduct of 
next year’s scheduled elections. 

Rybachuk has said so far the 
heavy-handed methods have back- 
fired on those who he claims insti- 
gated them. “I can see that it is hav- 
ing the opposite effect,” he said. “It 
mobilizes not Kuchma’s supporters 
but increases the camp of his oppo- 
nents and it proves again that they 
are trying desperately to stick to 
power and all their words about a 
European choice, democratic values 
etc., etc., are just words.” 

The Organization for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) will 
be the body coordinating various 
groups trying to ensure that the run- 
up to the elections and the ballot it- 
self is conducted fairly. 

The head of the mission in the 
Ukrainian capital, Kyiv, is David 
Nicholas. Although international 
bodies have condemned last year’s 
parliamentary election and the last 
presidential elections in 1999 as 
deeply flawed, Nicholas says it 
would be counterproductive to pre- 
judge the Ukrainian administration. 

“The Ukrainian authorities on all 
levels and in the various ministries 
as well have, without exception, 
evinced a determination to conduct 
fair and transparent elections. That’s 


Khmara raps Tymoshenko’s 
position on investigating NGOs 


(UkrNews/RFE/RL)—Yuliya 
Tymoshenko Bloc Deputy Stepan 
Khmara has blasted his leader’s sup- 
port for a Communist initiative to 
investigate the legality of “foreign 
interference in financing election 
campaigns in Ukraine through non- 
governmental organizations 
[NGOs] that are supported by for- 
eign states’ grants”. 

“This absolutely did not come 
from the faction, but was a unilat- 
eral act on the part of it’s leader, who 
committed a gross error without 
having consulted with the faction,” 
he stated on his website 
<www.hmara.com.ua>, Dec. 15. 

"Г т against the establishment of 
this respective commission, and this 
question was supported only by five 
members of the faction. I think that 
this is an attempt for total control 


over society, because the indepen- 
dent organizations, which will also 
oversee the elections, are primarily 
financed abroad. 

“This contradicts the position 
taken by our leader in Canada, 
where we issued an invitation for in- 
dependent observers to participate 
in the election process,” he added. 

The Verkhovna Rada on Dec. 10 
voted 289 to five to the ad hoc com- 
mission, Interfax reported. 

The Our Ukraine and Socialist 
Party parliamentary caucuses did 
not take part in the vote. 

The commission consists of 13 
lawmakers and is headed by Valeriy 
Mishura from the Communist Party. 

A draft bill to set up the commis- 
sion was prepared by Petro 
Symonenko (Communist Party), 
Thor Sharov (Labor Ukraine), Vale- 


Rada abolishes Soviet-era residency permits 


(RFE/RL)—The Verkhovna Rada on Dec. 11 passed a law "оп the free- 
dom of movement and free choice of residence” to replace the Soviet-era 
system of residency permits (propiska) with a more liberal residence-reg- 
istration system, Interfax reported. Under the new regime, individuals are 
obliged to register a change of residence within 10 days following their 
arrival at a new address, requiring the submission to an appropriate regis- 
tration office of a written statement, a passport, tax documents, and a 
certificate showing that the previous registration has been canceled. 


гіу Pustovoytenko (Popular Demo- 
cratic Party), Yuliya Tymo-shenko 
and Mykola Hapochka (People’s 
Choice). 

According to a survey by the 
Kyiv-based Razumkovy Center, for- 
eign grants account for 58 percent 
of the budget of nearly 100 nongov- 
ernmental “analytical centers” in 
Ukraine. 

Major foreign providers of grants 
to Ukrainian NGOs include the Re- 
naissance Foundation (the Soros 
Fund in Ukraine), the Freedom 
House, the Poland-America- 
Ukraine Cooperation Initiative, the 
U.S. Aid for International Develop- 
ment, the National Endowment for 
Democracy, and the World Bank, 
according to Interfax. 
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Ukraine’s desire, and nobody from 
the outside has tried to superimpose 
their values or their determinations 
upon Ukrainian authorities,” Nicho- 
las said. 

He says that the OSCE’s role is 


not to tell the Ukrainian government 
what it should do but to assist in 
helping it. Nicholas says the OSCE 
must not be perceived as wanting to 
influence the outcome of the elec- 
tions. 


The Ukrainian News office will be closed from 
December 24, 2003 to January 09th, 2004 


in order to give the staff a winter break. 
жк 


Бюро «Українських Вістей» буде закрите 
з причини зимової перерви від 
24-го грудня 2003 до 9-го січня, 2004 р. 


Season's 
Greetings 


Dr. Ken Nicol, Leader 


Official Liberal 
Opposition of Alberta 


www.liberalopposition.com 


Веселих Свят Різдва Христового ma 
Щасливого 2004-020 Нового Року 
всій українській спільноті Едмонтону! 


Wishing you a joyous Christmas Season and 
a New Year bright with promise and possibility! 


LEGISLATURE OFFICE 
201, 9718 - 107 STREET 
| EDMONTON, AB Т5К 1E4 
| TEL.: (780) 427-2292 
Й FAX: (780) 427-3697 


Ae 


BILL BONNER, MLA 


EDMONTON GLENGARRY 


CONSTITUENCY OFFICE 
213, 12907 - 97 STREET 
EDMONTON, AB T5E 4С2 
TEL.: (780) 414-1328 
FAX: (780) 414-1330 


Жертводавці 

на Прес Фонд 

«Українських 
Вісті» 


$200.00 

Prometheus Foundation, 
Toronto, ON 

$50.00 

A. Ciacka, Vancouver, BC 

$35.00 

Oleh Hnatiuk, Calgary, AB 

Alex Petryshyn, Winnipeg, MB 

Maria Chomyn, Mississauga, ON 

$25.00 

Maurice Lahanky, Lakeville, NB 

$15.00 

Anna Grendowicz, Edmonton, AB 

Eva Tomiuk, Edmonton, AB 

Carl Chorney, Edmonton, AB 

Helen Kulchisky, Toronto, ON 


Ми щиро дякуємо 
всім жертводавцям 


424-9944 
#820 Sunlife Place, 10123 99 St. 


DONATION - NOVEMBER / DECEMBER, 2003 
Received Nov.27 - Dec.21, 2003 


Donors to the 
Ukrainian News 
Press Fund 


Nina Chyz, Islington, ON 
Roman Terlecky, Verdun, PQ 
Bohdan Romaniuk, Calgary, AB 
Pearl Luzba, St. Catherines, ON 
$10.00 

Maria Holod, Toronto, ON 

P. Domianiuk, Toronto, ON 
$5.00 

Dmytro Dowhayko, Winnipeg, MB 
Mike Chanenko, Winnipeg, MB 
Alexander Mycak, Toronto, ON 
Anne Yaremchuk, Vegreville, AB 
Martin Hunka, Corbeil, ON 
O.& N. Cyncar, Edmonton, AB 
J. Iwanchyshyn, Hawkestone, ON 


We sincerely thank 
all donors 


ARTHUR WARING CA, CIP 


YKPAIHCbKI ВІСТІ 


men 


Suite #1, 12227 - 107 el ШИЗ Alberta, TSM 1Y9 
UN Office; (780) 488-3693; Advertising: (780) 488-3860 
Fax: (780) 488-3859; E-mail: ukrnews@compusmart.ab.ca 


Publisher: 
Edmonton Lasergraphics, 
A Division of Canadian Cryptics Ltd. 
President: Marco Levytsky 


Editor: Marco Levytsky 
Hon. Kyiv Bureau Chief: Vitaliy Shevchenko 
Advertising, Subscription: Irena Hladki 


Ukrainian News is published bi-weekly by Edmonton Lasergraphics, A 
Division of Canadian Cryptics Ltd. Yearly subscription $35.00. All rights reserved. 
The material in this paper cannot be reproduced in any shape or form without 
written permission from the publisher. The opinions expressed in the articles do 
not necessarily reflect those of the proprietor, publisher, or editorial board. 
We acknowledge the financial assistance of the Government of Canada, through 
the Publications Assistance Program (PAP), toward our mailing costs. 
Редактор: Марко Левицький 
Поч. Гол. Київського Бюра: Віталій Шевченко 
Оголошення, Передплати: Ірена Гладкі 


Українські Вісті видає дво-тижнево Едмонтон Лайзергрефикс, Відділ 
Кенейдієн Криптикс Лтд. Річна передплата $35.00. Всі права застережені. 
Не можна репродукувати ніяких матеріялів без писаного дозволу видавця. 
Опінії висловлені в статтях не все відповідають опінії власника, видавця чи 
редакційної ради. Ми підтверджуємо фінансову підтримку уряду Канади в 
наших коштах висилки газети через Publications Assistance Program (PAP). 
сосососое 

Ukrainian News ts ап independently-published newspaper which relies solely upon 
advertising, subscription and press fund donations for its operation. Please support 
our newspaper with the above sources. Thank you in advance for your support. 


Українські Вісті ye незалежна газета, яка сама утримується із передплат, 
оголошень та пожертв на пресовий фонд. Просимо підтримувати нашу газету 
повищими джерелами. Дякуємо заздалегідь за Вашу підтримку. 


‘‘Constitutional reforms’’ 


nothing but a sham 


People of Ukraine may have to take to the 
streets to defend their democratic rights 


The “constitutional reforms” being proposed by the pro-presidential 
parties are nothing but a sham — a blatant attempt to retain power by all 
means and at any cost. 

The Constitutional Court of Ukraine, packed as it is with Kuchma cro- 
nies, cleared the way for such “reforms” with a Dec. 11 ruling gave the 
green light for President Kuchma and the oligarchs to go ahead and amend 
the constitution as long as they have 300 votes. All the President’s Men 
need in this case is to make a deal with the Communists, who are equally 
scared of the democratic forces and their possible accession to power. 

One “constitutional reform”, the one which would eliminate the election 
of the president by popular vote altogether, instead letting the Verkhovna 
Rada elect the person now and extend its own tenure until 2007, appears 
to be dead in the water. That’s because on Dec. 20, the Plenum of the 
Central Committee of the Communist Party of Ukraine stated that it was 
categorically opposed to any attempt to elect the president by the current 
Rada and similarly opposed to any attempt to extend its lifetime anywhere 
beyond its current term, which runs out in 2006. 

However, the Communists are quite open to another “constitutional 
reform” — one that would allow the people to elect the president in 2004, 
and then let a new Rada elect the person in 2006. Under this particular 
proposal, the president would also find his or her powers greatly limited. 
Power would then shift to the Rada, which the oligarchs and communists 
control. The real power would now lie in the hands of the prime minister. 
And guess who that would be? 

This whole strategy is so transparent; it’s a gross insult to intelligence 
of the Ukrainian voter to claim otherwise. It is clearly a power grab in- 
tended to thwart the democratic process and prevent the people of Ukraine 
from exercising their democratic will and their democratic right to elect 
the kind of government that they want — one which would serve their 
interests and not the interests of a criminal elite. 

Neither we, in the Diaspora, nor the governments that represent us, can 
afford to be fooled by any such blatant “reform”. We must roundly con- 
demn any such attempt to thwart the democratic process in Ukraine in no 
uncertain terms, and urge our own governments to use as much of their 
global influence first, to prevent any such constitutional coup d’etat and, 
second, to pressure the powers that rule Ukraine to reverse it should it 
come about. 

The next few months are going to be a very tense and quite possibly 
violent period for Ukraine. President Leonid Kuchma has already prom- 
ised to make these elections the “dirtiest ever”. Even if this round of 
“constitutional reforms” fails, other attempts will certainly be made. The 
criminal clans who have plundered the country during the last 12 years 

are not going to give up their ill-gotten gains without a fight. 

This means the world community must look at Ukraine with increased 
vigilance. Should Ukraine fall, the security of all Europe will be at risk, 

And, as for the people of Ukraine — they have to zealously guard what 
remains of their democratic rights and that freedom so many paid for 
with their blood. If the unholy alliance of the oligarchs and communists 
succeeds in thwarting the democratic will of the people of Ukraine, then 
the people oF Ukraine have no alternative but to take to the streets. 
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The Next Revolution? 


Many of the same fractures and rifts 
run through Georgia and Ukraine 


By Taras Kuzio, Transitions Online 

There are very few post-Soviet countries that are ei- 
ther not heading away from democracy or that are not 
“autocratic” regimes (in the typology of the human- 
rights monitor Freedom House). Apart from the Baltic 
states, there are perhaps just two: Georgia and Ukraine. 

Georgia’s “rose revolution” and the almost certain 
victory of reformers in January’s elections could res- 
cue its post-Soviet democratic transition. Could Ukraine 
follow Georgia’s example after its presidential elec- 
tions in October 2004? Certainly, opponents of Ukrai- 
nian President Leonid Kuchma will take hope from 
Georgia’s example: many of the weaknesses in the sys- 
tem of Georgian President Eduard Shevardnadze can 
also be seen in Ukraine. 

This was always going to be a period of instability 
for Georgia and Ukraine. Shevardnadze was due to 
leave office in 2005, and Kuchma should retire in 2004; 
both dominated their country’s politics for a decade; 
and their successors will almost certainly come from a 
different generation. Georgia’s and Ukraine’s experi- 
ences before Shevardnadze and Kuchma also add to 
concerns about stability: both came to power in the same 
era (1992-1994) promising to rescue their countries 
from instability caused by “nationalists,” and in Geor- 
gia this “nationalism” had led to bloodshed. 

But Georgia’s and Ukraine’s instability is due to more 
than uncertainty about future leadership, and runs 
deeper than “nationalism.” The fundamental problem 
is that regional, ethnic, and linguistic divisions make 
both countries pluralistic by default. 

Pluralism by default, as the American political sci- 
entist Lucan Way argues, is not necessarily accompa- 
nied by democratic progress. Instead, it prevents the 
consolidation of a ruling elite and the creation of a 
united “party of power” — and without a united “party 
of power” it is impossible to institutionalize an authori- 
tarian regime. 

As in Georgia, Ukraine has no single “party of 
power,” but instead fractured and divided “parties of 
power.” This was clearly demonstrated in 2002, when 
the For a United Ukraine bloc split into eight factions 
within a month of parliamentary elections. This has 
meant that no supporter of Kuchma has yet emerged as 
a potential successor — or, for that matter, would en- 
joy popular support. An obvious candidate is Prime 
Minister Viktor Yanukovych, but his popularity is lim- 
ited by his origins in the Donbas, a very pro-Russian 
region with a reputation for authoritarian leadership. 
Another potential successor, Viktor Medvedchuk, head 
of the presidential administration, has a popularity rat- 
ing of just five percent. 

Indeed, the fractures within the elite have run so deep 
that in both Ukraine and Georgia they gave birth to the 
opposition. Nino Burdjanadze, Georgia’s acting presi- 
dent, and Mikheil Saakashvili, the man likely to be 
elected president, are former Shevardnadze supporters 
who then went on to create opposition movements. In 
Ukraine, a similar process started in late 2000 after 
secret tapes recorded by the secret-service officer 
Mykola Melnychenko indicated that Kuchma had been 
implicated in murder and illegal arms trades. Center- 
right “national democrats” deserted the president. Since 
then, Kuchma’s “centrist” allies have been isolated, 
facing strong opposition from the right and weaker op- 
position from the left. 

The closer the elections, the more likely it is that 
there will be further splits within the “parties of power.” 
Already, some members of Ukraine’s “parties of power’’ 
are rumored to be negotiating with the moderate oppo- 
sition. These are likely to be oligarchs who have been 
legalizing — or ‘gentrified’ — their businesses, and 
therefore do not necessarily feel threatened by a vic- 
tory for Viktor Yushchenko, the Ukrainian opposition’s 
best hope for the presidency. Yushchenko has said that 
he opposes re-opening the results of Ukraine’s 
privatization process. 

And if the executive begins to show signs of panic 
as Kuchma’s term approaches its end, the chances of 
defections will grow. 

However, in Ukraine, as in pre-revolutionary Geor- 
gia, the opposition is united only in its opposition to 
the president, not in policy issues. Yulia Tymoshenko, 
Ukraine’s equivalent of the radical Saakashvili, differs 
in opinion on many key issues from Yushchenko, a 
moderate like Burjanadze. 

This artificial unity among the opposition leaves 
some difficult choices. Yushchenko can ally himself 
with Tymoshenko and Socialist leader Oleksandr 
Moroz on an anti-oligarch and anti-Kuchma platform. 


Or, he can build bridges to moderate, ‘gentrified’ post- 
oligarchs currently in the pro-Kuchma camp. And it is 
an “either... or” choice, since Tymoshenko’s and 
Moroz’s anti-oligarchic populism would scare away any 
moderates in the centrist camp. 

Still, the opposition is potent and the presidency 
weak. In Georgia, Shevardnadze’s administration had 
Tun out of ideas about reform and about how to keep 
the opposition at bay. In Ukraine, the authorities are 
also running out of ideas as to how to block a potential 
Yushchenko victory: since his popularity ratings are 
consistently high, and he has the lowest negative rat- 
ings of any candidate, Yushchenko looks certain to 
reach the second round of October’s presidential elec- 
tions. The authorities fear Yushchenko and it is this fear 
that is driving the current push for constitutional 
changes that would affect the reduce the life and pow- 
ers of a Yushchenko presidency. Amendments are un- 
likely before parliament begins a long recess at Christ- 
mas and they may become more unlikely still in the 
months before the election. 

A fractured “party of power” and a dearth of ideas 
are bad enough, but the problem is compounded by the 
weakness of Kuchma’s power base outside the “par- 
ties of power.” Since Melnychenko’s tapes surfaced in 
November 2000, the president’s popularity has plum- 
meted, and 80 per cent of Ukrainians feel he should 
not be granted immunity from prosecution after he 
leaves office. And gaining immunity is precisely what 
Kuchma’s main political aim now is, at least in the view 
of most analysts. 

Even overwhelming domination of the media has 
failed to bolster support for Kuchma or his supporters. 


Medvedchuk’s party controls state television and the | 


two largest private stations, but, in the 2002 elections, 
it still only just squeezed clear of the four percent 
needed to get into parliament. 


Nor do Kuchma and his chief supporters have a strong 
regional power base. In Georgia, Shevardnadze ha 
jarring relationship with the leader of Ajaria, Aslan 


Abashidze. However, they found a modus vivendi that 
ensured semi-independence for Ajaria and support for 
Shevardnadze in elections. In Ukraine, similar deals 
by Ukraine’s leaders were made with leaders in the 
Donbas — and also Crimea — to buy off potential sepa- 
ratists (Russian nationalists) or those seeking greater 
regional devolution (local “parties of power” loyal to 
Kuchma). In the 2002 parliamentary elections the pro- 
Kuchma For a United Ukraine won its best result in 
Donetsk (37 percent), allowing the region’s leaders and 
their business associates to form the second-largest fac- 
tion in parliament (62 seats in a 450-member cham- 
ber). In November’s rigged results in Georgia, Ajaria 
would have had a similar proportion of seats in parlia- 
ment. 

But, while regions such as Ajaria and Donetsk pro- 
vide useful support for the executive, they are, by them- 
selves, too small to ensure victory in elections. (And 
while Kuchma-supporting oligarchs are entrenched in 
Russophone eastern Ukraine, it is only in the Donbas 
have they been able to take complete control of a re- 
gion.) 

If the executive is divided and lacks ideas and na- 
tionwide support, much inevitably rests on the loyalty 
of the security services. They proved vitally important 
in Georgia, and before that in Serbia, in 2000, when 
President Slobodan Milosevic was overthrown. In 
Georgia a key factor in forcing Shevardnadze to resign 
was the desertion of his allies in the national security 
sector: Tedo Japaridze, head of the National Security 
Council and former ambassador in Washington, Min- 
ister of State Security Valeri Khaburdzania, and his 
foreign-affairs adviser Levan Alexadze. 

In Ukraine, the Interior Ministry and the security 
service have been implicated in human-rights abuses, 
such as the murder of opposition journalist Heorhiy 
Gongadze, and their loyalty can be assumed. But the 
Interior Ministry alone would not be strong enough to 
impose a state of emergency. For that, the military is 
needed, and its willingness to lead a crackdown is very 
uncertain. 

The defense minister, Yevhen Marchuk, was a popu- 
list critic of Kuchma in the 1999 presidential elections 
and U.S. government sources even believe that 
Marchuk, a former head of the Ukrainian secret ser- 
vices, knew in 1999-2000 that Melnychenko was bug- 
ging Kuchma’s office. 

Before the second round of the presidential elections, 
in an effort to bring Marchuk onside, Kuchma offered 
Marchuk the chairmanship of the National Security and 
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Holodomor victims 


honoured in 


By Klara Gudzyk, 
The Day Weekly Digest, Dec. 16, 2003 

November 23, the old famous Catholic cathedral, 
Notre Dame in Paris, saw an unusual service — a Byz- 
antine-rite liturgy conducted by Bishop Mykhailo 
Hrynchyshyn, Apostolic Exarch for Greek Catholic 
Ukrainians of France, the Benelux and Switzerland. 

The service was dedicated to the 70th anniversary of 
the manmade famine (Holodomor) in Ukraine. 

Cardinal Jean-Marie Lustiger, head of the Episcopal 
Conference of France, read out a sermon. France thus 
honored the memory of the innocent people who fell 
victim to the criminal policies of Stalin’s regime. 

The following are excerpts from the sermon of Car- 
dinal Lustiger handed over to The Day by the Embassy 
of France in Ukraine. 

“Brethren and sisters! It seems astonishing to me that 
our Lord Jesus Christ closely links the commandment 
of love — love for God and love for one’s neighbor — 
with the sacrament of sin atonement. The Gospel tells 
us that the commandment of love for our neighbor can 
only be fulfilled by way of atoning for our sins... I single 
out three lessons from the terrible history of the 1930s 
manmade famine in Ukraine. 

“The first one is that we must ask ourselves, ‘How 
could such a thing happen? How can humans perpe- 
trate such murders?’ The answer is that such a thing 
can occur when a human places himself in lieu of God 
and turns his own will into that of God. The sinful er- 
ror of the ideology that opted for this kind of massacre 
was that, in its desire to kill the idea of God, it suc- 
cumbed to the idea of omnipotence and created idols 
for itself — not for the good of humankind but for the 
intentions bereft of sympathy, respect, and humanity. 


Notre Dame 


We, believers, know that, to get rid of idols and recog- 
nize only the Single Creator and Redeemer, one must 
always struggle. This is the first lesson we should re- 
member. 

“The second lesson is that criminal idolization goes 
hand in hand with lies, an absolutely indispensable thing 
for it. The intention was to hide the perpetrated mur- 
ders, hide the heinous crime. So the only instrument of 
the hapless victims, all those who ‘clamor to heaven 
for protection,’ is the truth. The mammoth lies of So- 
viet authorities also found recipients in Western coun- 
tries. Let us remember that lies always go hand in hand 
with the murder, with the desire to deprive one of his 
life. But lies, too, relentlessly lead to death, to the mur- 
der of your neighbor or to sinful suicide. To love God 
with all your might and not to stoop to idolization means 
to work the truth and to live in truth. This is what we 
must do, recalling this horrible event of our time. 

“The third lesson of the Ukrainian manmade famine 
exposes human faintheartedness. How come the people 
of good will, the well-informed people, chose not to 
raise their voice? How come a huge number of people 
were loath to say a word until they toppled the system 
that had committed this crime? Who can explain why 
those who were supposed to protect the truth were 
guided by their own petty interests instead of counter- 
ing the murderous idol-worshipping and the triumphant 
lies? 

“We do believe that Christ took upon Himself the 
innumerable and unfathomable human sufferings, while 
the Ukrainian peasants, who experienced these, will 
find consolation in Christ. And let the admission of this 
terrible crime help nations to embark on the path of 
love, truth and valor.” 


The Next Revolution? 


‘Defence Council (NRDO). Marchuk accepted. But 


while Marchuk has changed sides, Kuchma has refused 
to bring him into his inner circle: when Marchuk left 
the NRBO to become defense minister, he was the only 
head of a “power ministry” to be left outside the com- 
mittee that would decide on imposing a state of emer- 
gency. 

Marchuk pursued a pro-Western line in the NRDO 
and he would be unlikely to support a step as drastic as 
imposing a state of emergency. Others in the Ukrai- 
nian military would also be reluctant: Ukraine’s armed 
forces have reoriented themselves, taking their model 
from the West, developing their military relationships 
through NATO’s Partnership for Peace, and looking for 
assistance from, in particular, the United States and 
Britain (Britain’s largest military program is with 
Ukraine). 

This highlights the importance of the United States, 
which provided, at the very least, psychological sup- 
port for the Georgian opposition, prompting 
Shevardnadze to talk about “betrayal” by the United 
States. 

While, unlike Georgia, Ukraine may not have a cru- 
cial pipeline running through it, Ukraine’s position 
between the EU and Russia makes it strategically and 
geopolitically important (since the early 1990s, U.S. 
ties with Ukraine have traditionally strengthened when 
relations with Russia have worsened). On balance, the 


United States has as strong a stake in Ukraine as it has 
in Georgia, since it has invested heavily in Ukraine 
militarily and economically since the mid-1990s (it is 
Ukraine’s largest investor). 

Washington is already showing the type of interest 
in Ukraine as it did in Georgia ahead of its parliamen- 
tary elections in November. The United States, EU and 
Council of Europe have already warned Ukraine, a year 
before its presidential elections, that free and fair elec- 
tions will be impossible if the executive continues to 
adopt the kind of dirty tactics already employed against 
Opposition groups, which include open intimidation and 
smear campaigns. 

And the United States has potential leverage. 
Ukraine’s elites are fearful of another rupture in rela- 
tions of the kind that followed the revelations in 2002 
that Ukraine exported Kolchuga radars to Iraq. Even 
Kuchma supporters backed the sending of Ukrainian 
troops to Iraq, where they are the fourth largest contin- 
gent. 

Kuchma and his supporters face many of the same 
problems that Georgia confronted. The cracks are seri- 
ous enough that, if the Ukrainian authorities attempt to 
rig the 2004 elections, they could instead trigger 
Ukraine’s own “velvet revolution.” And before that, 
the authorities will have the Herculean task of finding 
a candidate, a process that could expose and possibly 
deepen the deep rifts within the ruling elite. 


Socialists call for single opposition candidate 


(RFE/RL)—The Socialist Party of Ukraine (SPU) 
has issued an appeal to Our Ukraine, the Communist 
Party of Ukraine, and the Yuliya Tymoshenko Bloc to 
agree on a single presidential candidate by mid-May, 
the “Ukrayinska ргауда" website reported on Dec. 15. 

“Fielding a single candidate from the opposition is 
necessary because this is expected by the overwhelm- 
ing majority of Ukraine’s voters [and also] simplifies 
the positioning during the election campaign and actu- 
ally makes the [2004 presidential] ballot a referendum 
on confidence in the authorities and the opposition,” 
the appeal reads. 

The SPU declares its readiness to support any of the 
four opposition leaders — Viktor Yushchenko, Petro 
Symonenko, Yuliya Tymoshenko, or Oleksandr Moroz 
— during the election campaign, provided that the four 
opposition parties agree on a single presidential candi- 
date. 


Meanwhile, Communist Party leader Petro 
Symonenko has ruled out such an agreement. 

Symonenko was quoted in the Dec. 13 issue of 
“Kievskie vedomosti” as saying it is “absolutely unre- 
alistic” to name a single candidate from the opposition 
in the 2004 presidential election,” Interfax reported. 

Symonenko opined, however, that the opposition four 
— the Communist Party, the Socialist Party, the Yuliya 
Tymoshenko Block, and Our Ukraine — could never- 
theless cooperate in “two directions” in the upcoming 
election campaign. 

“The first is to ensure together the transparency of 
elections and control at polling stations. The second is 
to try not to allow the authorities’ candidate to qualify 
for the runoff,” he said. 

Symonenko added that the Communist Party will se- 
lect its candidate for the presidential race at a congress 
scheduled tentatively for May. 


ХРИСТОС РАЖДАЄТЬСЯ! 
Warmest wishes for а Merry Christmas and 
a Happy Holiday Season. May the blessings 
of peace, joy and love remain with you and 
yours throughout the new year 


ED STELMACH, M.L.A. 
- , Vegreville - Viking 
Minister of Transportation 
P.O. Box 451, Vegreville, AB T9C 1R6 
Tel: 632-6840 Fax: 632-6888 


DAVE BRODA, MLA 
REDWATER CONSTITUENCY 


Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year 


Brent Rathgeber, о.с. 


MLA for Edmonton-Calder 


#316, 11808 St. Albert Trail 
| Edmonton, АВ T5L 4G4 


| Tel: 451-2345 Fax: 451-2344 М 
| www.brentrathgeber.com 


EDMONTON GLENORA 


Wishing you the best this 
Christmas Season 
Христос Раждається! 


#207, 10110-124 St. 455.7979 


edmonton.glenora@assembly.ab.ca 


ХРИСТОС РАЖДАЄТЬСЯ! 


Веселих Свят 
та щасливого 
Нового Року. 


BOB MASKELL, MLA 


Edmonton Meadowlark 


Constituency Office 
#305, 8702 Meadowlark Rd 
Edmonton, AB T5R 5W5 
Ph: (780) 414-0711 

Fax: (780) 414-0713 

E-mail: 


edmonton.meadowlark@assembly.ab.ca 


Веселих Різдвяних 
Свят Вам і Вашій 
родині та кріпкого 


здоров'я й успіхів в 


Новому Році. 


"KEEP CHRIST IN CHRISTMAS" 


Julius Yankowsky, MLA 
Edmonton Beverly Clareview 


Ken Balko, Constituency Manager 
Phone: 476-6467 Fax: 476-6473 
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Time for Martin to “right 
historic wrongs” says Mark 


(UkrNews)—Inky Mark, Conservative Member of 
Parliament for Dauphin-Swan River-Marquette has 
called on the new Prime Minister to “stand up and ac- 
knowledge the past wrongs done by the Canadian Goy- 
ernment to Ukrainian and Chinese Canadians.” 

“Ukrainian Canadians and other Canadians of East- 
ern European descent were imprisoned in internment 
camps during the first World War for no other reason 
than their heritage. Similarly, Chinese Canadians were 
separated from their families and subjected to the Head 
Tax and Exclusion Act of 1923,” Mark explained in a 
Dec. 18 press statement. 

“Although these past injustices cannot be erased, a 
better Canada can be created by recognizing these dark 
moments in our history.” 

Former Heritage Minister Sheila Copps, has an- 
nounced a government proclamation that recognized 


the injustices done to Acadians 250 years ago. She also 
suggested that this proclamation should become a tem- 
plate for the Paul Martin government to acknowledge 
other historic wrongs carried out against ethnic groups 
including Ukrainian and Chinese Canadians, added 
Mark 

“Tt is ironic that the former Heritage Minister would 
give such advice to the Prime Minister. She had ample 
opportunity to conclude an agreement with the Ukrai- 
nian and Chinese communities.” 

“Tt is time that the Liberal government and its new 
leader deal with these issues. Two million Canadians 
have waited too many years for the recognition that 
they deserve. I lobbied the previous Prime Minister on 
this issue and І will continue to lobby the new Prime 
Minister until he stands up and agrees to right these 
historic wrongs,” Mark concluded. 


Reconciliation talks will continue 


(UCCLA)—Over the past year, representatives of the 
Ukrainian Canadian community have engaged in ne- 
gotiations with the Minister of Canadian Heritage, 
Sheila Copps, senior representatives of her Department 
and of Parks Canada, aimed at reaching agreement on 
а series of commemorative and educational initiatives 
that would recall Canada’s first national internment 
operations and their impact on Ukrainians and other 
Europeans who were needlessly described as “enemy 
aliens,’ imprisoned in concentration camps and sub- 
jected to other state-sanctioned censures during and just 
after the First World War. 

Those negotiations were not finalized. Nevertheless, 
a spokesman for the Ukrainian Canadian community, 
Dr Lubomyr Luciuk, director of research for the Ukrai- 
nian Canadian Civil Liberties Association, said: 

“The Minister of Canadian Heritage, the Honourable 
Sheila Copps, was very keen to put together an enve- 
lope of commemorative and educational projects that 
would have gone a long way toward securing a settle- 
ment of our community’s calls for recognition and rec- 
onciliation. 


“Unfortunately, the press of time and her other com- 
mitments made it impossible for us to reach such an 
agreement, although considerable progress was made, 
particularly with Parks Canada officials, on how we 
might ensure that this episode in our country’s history 
is properly recalled in the national parks system. 

“We look forward to working with Parks Canada of- 
ficials, other Cabinet Ministers and, of course, the Rt 
Honourable Paul Martin, the new prime minister of 
Canada, to ensure that this matter is settled in a timely 
and honourable manner, hopefully while the last known 
Ukrainian survivor of the internment operations, Mary 
Manko Haskett, is able to witness such an historic act. 

“We are calling upon Prime Minster Martin to des- 
ignate a minister from within his new Cabinet to con- 
tinue with our reconciliation talks, building upon the 
solid bases for settlement that Minister Copps prepared. 
We also wish to take this opportunity to thank Ms Copps 
for her good will and candour over the past year. 

“Like the Secretary of State for Multiculturalism, 
Jean Augustine, Ms Copps proved herself to be a true 
friend of the Ukrainian Canadian community.” 


UCC urged to facilitate volunteer 


Canadian election observers 


(UCC National)—Dec. 5, the Ukrainian Canadian 
Congress (UCC) organized a national meeting in 
Toronto to discuss the role of the Ukrainian Canadian 
community in supporting a fair, transparent and demo- 
cratic 2004 presidential electoral process in Ukraine. 

The meeting was attended by 18 community activ- 
ists from across Canada and led by UCC’s Canada- 
Ukraine Committee Chair Irene Mycak. 

The participants recommended that the UCC: 

» Facilitate the participation of Canadian volunteers 
as internationally accredited observers of the 2004 


presidential electoral process in Ukraine; 

¢ Draw the attention of the Western media to the par- 
ticular importance of these presidential elections in 
Ukraine in safeguarding the future of democracy in this 
region of the world; 

» Assist the citizens of Ukraine staying in Canada in 
exercising their right to vote in the 2004 Ukrainian 
presidential elections; and 

¢ Support mechanisms that promote a fair, transpar- 
ent and democratic presidential electoral process in 
Ukraine. 


UCC dismayed with Pulitzer decision 


(UCC National)—The Ukrainian 
Canadian Congress (UCC) ex- 
pressed its disappointment and dis- 
may over the Noy. 21 decision of 
the Pulitzer Prizes Committee not to 
revoke the Pulitzer Prize awarded to 
Walter Duranty. 

During the Ukrainian Famine/ 
Genocide of 1932-33, Duranty, as a 
correspondent for the New York 
Times, wrote articles that denied the 
fact that over 7 million Ukrainians 
were being deliberately starved to 
death by the Soviet regime. His ar- 
ticles contributed to the Soviet 
cover-up of this genocide perpe- 
trated against the Ukrainian people. 

An international campaign calling 


UCC has toll free number 


(UCC National)—The Ukrainian 
Canadian Congress (UCC) has an- 
nounced that callers anywhere in 
Canada may now telephone the 
UCC Head Office using the follow- 
ing toll free number: 1-866-942- 
4627 The introduction of a toll free 
number, along with UCC’s existing 
e-mail address, will facilitate com- 
munication between the community 
and the UCC. 


нобого рову: 


on the Pulitzer Prizes Committee to 
revoke the Pulitzer Prize awarded to 
Walter Duranty was initiated in May 
2003 by the Ukrainian Canadian 


Civil Liberties Association and was 
supported by the Ukrainian World 
Congress, the UCC and other Ukrai- 
nian national coordinating bodies. 
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W, ристового ташаслмабога 


Христос Раждається! 
Найкращі побажання 
з нагоди 
Різдвяних Свят та 
Щасливого Нового Року. 


Peter Goldring 


Member of Parliament 
Edmonton Centre-East 
495-3261 


Christmas Greetings 
from 


KEN EPP, М.Р. 


House of Commons 
Ottawa, Ont. K1A 0A6 
Tel: (613) 995-3611 


T8A4G 6 
Fax (613) 995-3612 Tel: (780) 467-4944 
eppk@parl.gc.ca 


2 Tel: 1-888-726-2729 
www.kenepp.com eX Fax: (780) 449-1471 


141 Seneca Road 
Sherwood Park, AB 


Найкращі побажання з нагоди 
Різдвяних Свят та 
Щасливого Нового Року. 


JAMES RAJOTTE, М.Р. 


Edmonton Southwest 


ae ponederation Bldg 204, 596 Riverbend Sua 
Ouse ої Commons 
Ottawa, ОМІКТА ОАЄ §— EAmonton, AB TGA 2E3 
Tel: (613) 992-3594 el: (780) 495-4351 

Fax: (780) 495-4485 


Fax: (613) 992-3616 у 
Rajotte.J@parl.gc.ca james@jamesrajotte.com 


Христос Раждається! 
(Christ is born!) 
Славіте Його! 

(Glorify Him!) 


ay 5 
Friends of The 
UKRAINIAN VILLAGE 


Come join the festivities as the Ukrainian Cultural Heritage 
Village celebrates the end of the traditional Ukrainian Christmas 
Season with Йордан - The Feast of Jordan special event on 
Monday, January 19. Divine Liturgies will take place at the 

St. Vladimir and the St. Nicholas churches beginning at 10:00 a.m. 
A day of festive activities! 


Ласкаво запрошуємо Bac i Вашу родину на Село спадщини 
української культури в понеділок 19-го січня святкувати 
Йордан. Молебен почнеться о годині 10:00 рано в церкві 
св. Володимира та в церкві св. Миколая. Святкуйте й 
веселіться з нами! 


Open: 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 


For more information: 
Ph: 662-3640 Fax: 662-3273 


Abaria 


COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 


Only 25 minutes east of 
Edmonton on Hwy. 16 
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The Edmonton Catholic School 

District extends heartfelt neelings 

fo all the faithful of the Ulnainian 

Cheustian communtly for a 


fe: aus celebration of the 
Nativity of Christ and 
a Ha арці New Hear. 


11717 - 97 St. Edmonton, AB T5G 1Y3 
Ph.: 471-4477 Fax: 477-0617 E-mail:ucss@telusplanet.net 


THE BEST CHRISTMAS WISHES AND 
A HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL SUPPORTERS, 
BENEFACTORS, VOLUNTEERS AND CLIENTS. 


Радісних Свят та щасливого Нового Року! 
ХРИСТОС НАРОДИВСЯ! 


ССУК це добродійна, громадська установа, яка 
допомагає тим, що потребують допомоги. 


U is providing vari ervices: 
ehome visits, counselling and advice 
einformation, referral and translation services 
eaid in sponsorship of immigrants and refugees 
parcels and money delivered to Ukraine 


Веселих Свят 
Різдва 


Христового 


та 
Щасливого 


Нового Року 


Gacrengiire croru... 


Українському народові в Діяспорі та Україні, українським 
Церквам, церковним, громадським і політичним 
організаціям та нашому членству 1 прихильникам 
бажають 
Організації Українського Державницького Фронту при 
Домі Української Молоді в Едмонтоні 


ХРИСТОС РАЖДАЄТЬСЯ! 
Зі світлим празником Різдвяних Свят 
бажаємо радости, щастя та 
кріпкого здоров'я 


MARKET DRUGS MEDICAL LTD. 


10203 - 97 St., Edmonton, Alberta T5J 015 
Ph.: 422-1397 Fax: 426-6179 


Ваш банк повинен 


і сповнити Ваші побажання 


Дім Української Дорадчої Ради 


Delton Branch 
12809 - 82 Street 


Задзвоніть до Ruth: 496-2338, або Kathy: 496-2114 


Все що Ваш банк повинен бути" 


с) CAPITAL CITY SAVINGS 
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Нас могло бути більше... 
Геноцид українців мовою цифр 


Володимир Панченко, Л0185 16.10.2003 «День» 

Коли завершилося ХХ століття, допитливе люд-- 
ство взялося підбивати його підсумки. Так буває 3aB— 
жди, коли на історичному календарі з'являються 
круглі дати. Отож, задумаймося й ми над цілком 
природним питанням про демографічний результат 
прожитого століття для нас, українців. Te, що Hace— 
лення планети постійно збільшується, факт само-- 
очевидний: живому організмові належить рости і 
множитися. Коли я ходив до школи (а було це в 1960- 
ті), на уроках географії нам казали, що населення 
Китаю незабаром сягне мільярда. Нині китайців уже 
1,3 мільярда. Менш вражаючими, проте все одно 
такими, що свідчать про активне зростання, є 
демографічні показники й інших націй. 

Зрештою, й українців на теренах колишньої ім-- 
перської Росії i не так давно спочилого в бозі СРСР 
протягом століття стало більше. Проте... Проте все 
пізнається в порівнянні. Скласти уявлення про темпи 
демографічних змін нам допоможуть дані офіційних 
переписів, які проводилися в царські й радянські 
часи. Зіставляти будемо дані, які стосуються yKpa— 
їнців і наших сусідів росіян. Звертаємо вашу увагу 
на наведену таблицю. 

У ній використані офіційно опубліковані висліди 
переписів у Російській імперії та СРСР. Всі цифри 
є в мільйонах, заокруглених до найближчих 100 тис. 
Отже, 1897 рік, останній перепис у Російській 
імперії. Українцями тоді визнали себе 24,3 млн., 
росіянами — 55, 5 млн. 

Радянська влада зацікавилася статистикою 1926 
р. Відгриміли російсько-японська й Перша світова 
війни, позаду залишилися криваві громадянські про-- 
тистояння, до яких закликали більшовики (відоме 
гасло В.Леніна: «Перетворимо війну імперіалістичну 
на війну громадянську!»), голод 1921—1922 років. 
НЕП ось-ось зміниться сталінським «великим 
переломом»... Українців тепер 35,8 млн., росіян — 
79,7 млн. Приріст українського населення все ще 
досить значний, навіть попри те, що змінилися 
кордони держави: після 1917 р. здобули державність 
Фінляндія Ta Польща, на сході якої кількісно домі- 
нували саме українці. 

Всесоюзний перепис проводився iB 1939 р., проте 
дані його не публікувалися. Очевидно, картина, яку 
складали цифри, була надто моторошною. 

Наступний перепис в СРСР було проведено тільки 
1959 року. I тут ми бачимо вражаючу картину: 
кількість українців за 33 роки (з яких 27 належить 
сталінській добі) зросла всього на 1,5 млн. Їх тепер 
37,3 млн., тоді як число росіян в СРСР збільшилося 
до 114, 1 млн.! Динаміка росту відповідно 4,190 1 
56,9%! А як трагічно співвідносяться ці ж 4,190 з 
47,396 приросту українського населення в 1926 році! 
Іце при тому, що на зламі 1930 - 1940-х рр. Україна 
отримала значне «вливання» українського люду 
внаслідок входження до її складу Галичини, 
Закарпаття й Буковини, — а це близько 6 млн. 
чоловік. 

Немає сумніву, що в зазначеному проміжку 
(1926—1959 рр.) сталася національна катастрофа. 
Навіть лукава радянська статистика засвідчила, що 
лінія зростання у випадку з українцями майже пере-- 
стала тягтися вгору. Головні причини, які зумовили 
таке трагічне явище, назвати неважко. Голодомор 
1932—1933 років. Сталінські репресії, розмах яких 
особливо вражає, коли йдеться про долю українців. 
Війна. Повоєнний голод. Ефект «демографічної 


перевищує 390. 


КІЛЬКІСТЬ НАСЕЛЕННЯ (млн.) 
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смерті» (під час голодоморів та війни загинули 
мільйони молодих українців, які не встигли народити 
дітей). Не варто скидати з рахунку й асиміляцію та 
страх: чимало українців volens-nolens «стали» в ті 
похмурі часи росіянами... 

Далі — рік 1970-й, доба, яку влада в СРСР 
офіційно оголосила періодом «розвиненого 
соціалізму». Українців в СРСР — 40,7 мли., росіян 
— 129 млн. Тенденція очевидна: якщо до 1926 р. 
українське й російське населення зростали майже 
пропорційно (навіть з деяким переважанням темпів 
з боку українців), то до 1970 року картина різко 
змінилася. Адже що Take 3,4 млн. проти 14,9 млн., 
або ж 9,196 - проти 13,196 (йдеться про динаміку, 
яка стосується 1959— 1970 рр.)? 

А до 1989 р. число українців зменшилося, і 
сталося це вперше (згідно з офіційними даними) за 
все ХХ століття. Тим часом приріст російського 
населення в СРСР хоч і уповільнився, проте в абсо-- 
лютному вимірі з часу останнього перепису його в 
одно стало більше на 11 млн. Як сталося, що україн- 
ська нація за два десятиліття правління Брежнєва- 
Андропова- Черненка-Горбачова недорахувалися 2,7 
млн.? Що тут відіграло першорядну роль: економічні 
чинники? поширена в багатьох країнах Європи тен- 
денція до зменшення народжуваності? асиміляційні 
процеси? Залишимо ці питання професійним 
соціологам. Констатуємо очевидний факт, засвідче- 
ний офіційними переписами: протягом століття 
число українців на теренах колишньої Російської 
імперії та колишнього СРСР збільшилося на 3890, 
росіян же — на 170%! Природним такий процес 
назвати неможливо. Йдеться про трагічні результати 
певної політики, наслідками якої ставали репресії, 
голодомори, депортації, штучне «перемішування» 
населення під приводом здійснення різноманітних 
військових та економічних проектів. В цьому сенсі 
радянський режим виявився спадкоємцем тієї 
жорстокості, яку впродовж десятиліть і віків вияв- 
ляли щодо українства сповнені великодержавної 
пихи правителі -- запеклі оборонці «єдиної й 
неділимої Росії-матушки». 

Володимир Панченко, професор, доктор 
філологічних наук, проректор Національного 
Університету Києво-Могилянська академія 


1989 


В Ющенка - найвищий 
рейтинг, Янукович - 


знову третій 


(Українська Правда) Якби вибори президента України відбулися 
сьогодні, то найбільше голосів -2396 - отримав лідер блоку "Наша 
Україна" Віктор Ющенко, повідомляє "Громадське радіо". 

Такі дані соціологічного опитування, проведеного фондом 
"Демократичні ініціативи" у грудні цього року, в ході якого опитано 
1200 респондентів у всіх регіонах України. Похибка опитування не 


На другому місці лідер КПУ Петро Симоненко з 1390, а на третьому 
- прем'єр-міністр Віктор Янукович, у якого 990. 

Четверте і п'яте місця поділили б Олександр Мороз і Юлія 
Тимошенко, які мають по 696. На думку експертів, це найбільш реальні 
кандидати на участь в президентських перегонах. 

На думку наукового керівника фонду "Демократичні ініціативи" 
Трини Бекешкіної, це найбільш реальні кандидати на участь в 
президентських перегонах. 
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Ukraine to pay out $7.6M to Israelis 


(BBC)—Ukraine has agreed to pay $7.6 million to the families of 40 
Israelis killed when the Ukrainian military accidentally shot down an air- 
liner in 2001. 

A missile fired during an exercise hit the airliner over the Black Sea. 

Around $200,000 will be paid to the family of each Israeli victim, Ukrai- 
nian Prime Minister Viktor Yanukovych says. 

The government has approved the agreement and will submit it to par- 
liament for approval next month. 

Ukraine signed the deal in November, but the terms were not announced 
at the time. 

In October 2001 a Russian airliner flying from Israel to Siberia exploded 
over the Black Sea. 

Several days after the accident Ukraine admitted that an anti-aircraft 
missile fired during a military exercise in Crimea had caused the disaster. 

All 78 crew and passengers on board died. Forty were Israeli and the 

test were Russian. 

Following the deal with Israel, a compensation agreement is expected 
to be signed between Ukraine and Russia soon. 


Веселих Різдвяних Свят ma 
щасливого Нового Року! 


yes) 
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Delicatessen Meat Market 


Respected sausage makers, established since 1958. 
Purveyour of their own delicatessen garlic sausages, meat loaves, 
wieners, salami, and other Famous Products" delicacies. 


¢ Wood smoked bacon 
¢ Smoked turkeys 
- Delicatessen sausages and cheese 
° Freezer beef, veal, pork 
¢ Social packs 
- Kobassa with impeccable taste! 
° Hot from our own smokehouses. 
™property of 
CENTRAL PRODUCTS & FOODS LTD. 
630 Nairn Avenue, Winnipeg 
Ph: 667-2981 


Canada’s National Ukrainian Festival 
July 30, 31 & August 1, 2004 


Dont miss out on this 
unbelievable holiday offer! 
Buy one ticket, and 
receive the second опе 
FREE 
* of equal or lesser value. 


Call 1-877-474-2683 
To charge by phone 
www.cnuf.ca 
Box 368, 1550 Main Street S. 


Dauphin, Manitoba 
R7N 2V2 


Offer valid until January 31, 2004 


Buy One, Get 
One FREE™ 


vy 


Come for the 
Culture... 
Stay for the Fun! 


Веселих Різдвяних Свят ma 
щасливого Нового Року. 


BRIAN MASON, MLA 
EDMONTON HIGHLANDS 
100, 8930 Jasper Avenue 
414-0682 
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Bureaucrats urged Copps 
to avoid internment redress 


By Paul Samyn, 

The Winnipeg Free Press, Dec. 22, 2003 

Ed Note: This story was published by the Winnipeg 
Free Press on the day this issue of Ukrainian News 
went to press. 

The federal government was advised by its bureau- 
crats to avoid apologies or compensation to the Ukrai- 
nian Canadian community for internment during World 
War I, documents obtained by the Free Press show. 

The community’s formal proposal for reconciliation 
and redress of the ugly chapter in Canadian history 
was also blocked by federal concerns that a deal with 
the Ukrainians would spark demands from other eth- 
nic groups. 

“When made public, the result of the discussions 
with representatives of the Canadian Ukrainian com- 
munity will likely lead to increased pressure and de- 
mands from other ethno-cultural grouys (Chinese, Ital- 
ians etc.) seeking redress,” says one briefing note to 
then-Heritage Minister Sheila Copps, marked secret. 
While the Ukrainian community’s efforts to secure 
federal recognition and reconciliation with Copps made 
progress, no deal was ever reached on their wide-rang- 
ing proposal to have Ottawa fund everything from re- 
search scholarships, to historic plaques to commemo- 
rative postage stamps. 

Sheila was probably the best advocate we have had 
on this for a long time,” said Paul Grod, one of three 
negotiators who had been dealing with Copps on be- 
half of the Ukrainian community. 

We need to now go to Paul Martin and say we have 
made progress. There has to be a buy-in by the prime 
minister on this.” 

The Ukrainian Canadians’ proposed agreement to 
settle the internment issue — which saw thousands 
sent to prison camps while their property was confis- 
cated — was first sent to Copps a year ago. 

“These government policies were the result of war- 
time xenophobia, ignorance and prejudice,” their pro- 
posal read. “The government of Canada acknowledges 
that what was done to Canadians of Ukrainian and 
other European ancestries during Canada’s first na- 
tional internment operations was a violation of the 
human rights and civil liberties of those affected.” 

However, documents released under the Access to 
Information Act show that any official acknowledg- 
ment of government wrongdoing should never be open 
for discussion, according to department staff. 

“We recommend that the meeting be presented as 
an opportunity to start the discussions and explore ways 
in which programmatic approaches could be identi- 
fied to help the Ukrainian Canadian community tell 
its story,” says a Dec. 10, 2002 briefing note to Copps 
in advance of her first meeting with Grod and the rest 
of the negotiating team. 


“You may also want to reiterate that the compensa- 
tion and apology issues will not be considered.” 

Subsequent briefing notes released to Ottawa re- 
searcher Ken Rubin for the meetings that followed over 
the next several months make clear that Ottawa wasn’t 
about to change its position on an apology or compen- 
sation. Ottawa also rejected a plea for full pardons for 
those charged or convicted under the War Measures 
Act (1914) during the internment operations. 

The hard line on both the issue of compensation and 
an apology come despite the fact the federal govern- 
ment has moved to correct the wrongs suffered by Japa- 
nese Canadians, natives abused in residential schools 
and earlier this month, for the expulsion of the 
Acadians three centuries ago. 

“When he was still leader of the opposition, Mr. 
Chretien wrote to us and personally promised his sup- 
port and that of the Liberal Party of Canada for re- 
dress,” said Lubomyr Luciuk, another of the Ukrai- 
nian negotatiors. “He did not keep his pledge and, from 
my perspective, that is the only legacy he leaves of 
any interest — what a contrast with Mr. Mulroney’s 
principled reconciliation settlement with our fellow 
Japanese Canadians.” 

Grod said accountants have verified that the value 
of the property confiscated from Ukrainians is worth 
as much as $32 million in current dollars. 

“We are not asking for individual compensation,” 
he said. 

“We are asking for a commemorative series of ini- 
tiatives that would properly commemorate this terrible 
part of the history.” 

Copps was prepared to have Parks Canada establish 
a museum at the Cave and Basin camp site at Banff 
National Park, but federal funding for scholarships and 
research chairs continued to be stumbling blocks. 

Dauphin-Swan River MP Inky Mark (Tory) said it 
is inexcusable that Copps let her bureacracy tell her 
what to discuss and what not to discuss with the Ukrai- 
nians. 

Mark called on Martin to work with the Ukrainians 
and correct the wrong that the Chretien government 
failed to do. - й 

“Tt is time to get on with the job,” said Mark. “Tt is 
long overdue.” 

Ostap Skrypnyk, executive director the Winnipeg- 
based Ukrainian Canadian Congress, remains confi- 
dent his community will eventually reach an agree- 
ment with Ottawa. 

“This is an idea that government needs to come to 
grips with, about what took place and acknowledge 
it,” he said. 

“These things take time but they will eventually be 
resolved.” 


Vast majority of Ukrainians want 
to elect the president themselves 


(UNIAN/BBC Monitoring Service)—A total of 86.5 
per cent of Ukrainians believe that the Ukrainian presi- 
dent should be elected by universal ballot. 

According to the latest opinion poll which was con- 
ducted in November this year, only 4.7 per cent of 
Ukrainians agreed that the president should be elected 
in parliament, a deputy director of the Razumkoy eco- 
nomic and political research centre, Mykhaylo 
Mishchenko, told UNIAN. 

Another 4.4 per cent said that the president should 
be elected by universal ballot for 18 months only, while 
from 2006 the president should be elected by parlia- 
ment. 

The opinion that the president should be elected by 


Medvedchuk urges centre-left coalition 


(RFE/RL)—Viktor Medvedchuk, leader of the Ukrai- 
nian Social Democratic Party-united and head of the 
presidential administration, has call via his website for 
a “broad centre-left coalition” in order to “preserve the 
political stability and the moderate political course” in 
Ukraine. 

“The principal threat to democracy is coming today 
not from the left, but the right political wing,” 
Medvedchuk argues. 

Our Ukraine lawmaker Taras Stetskiv said 
Medvedchuk’s appeal is intended “to split the opposi- 
tion and push [Our Ukraine leader Viktor] Yushchenko 
to the right extremist wing,” the Our Ukraine press ser- 
vice reported. 


universal ballot dominated all Ukrainian regions. This 
idea is most popular in western Ukraine (94.4 per cent) 
and least popular in Ukraine’s south (79.3 per cent). 

There are no significant differences on this issue 
among people who adhere to different ideologies. A 
total of 94.6 per cent supported electing president by 
universal ballot among supporters of national-demo- 
cratic ideology, 85.2 per cent among supporters of com- 
munist ideology and 84.2 per cent among those who 
support social democratic ideas. 

The Razumkov centre conducted the poll from Nov. 
14-20 in all regions of Ukraine. A total of 2,023 respon- 
dents aged 18 or more were polled in 120 cites towns 
and villages. The margin of error was 2.3 per cent. 


Ukraine, Romania sign visa agreement 

(RFE/RL)—Ukrainian Deputy Foreign Minister Ivan 
Kuleba and Romanian Ambassador to Ukraine 
Alexandru Cornea signed an agreement on Dec. 18 on 
a new visa regime between their countries, Interfax 
reported. 

The agreement provides for visa-free travel for the 
holders of service and diplomatic passports, as well as 
for crews of ships and aircraft. Kuleba noted that the 
document does not provide for a deadline for introduc- 
ing the new procedures, however. “This will happen 
no earlier than July 1, 2004,” he said. 

Romania is introducing visas for Ukrainians in con- 


junction with its intention to join the European Union 


in 2007. 
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e NO monthly fees е NO contracts or activation fees е NO switching phone companies 
e Charges appear on your Telus bill 


WHAT CAN YOU GET FOR $1? 


“Happy memories with 
an old friend.” 


Ukraine 


as low as 


33° 


-_perminute* | 


YOUR FIRST CALL IS FREE!** CALL TOLL-FREE 10-10-620-0 FOR DETAILS 


ALSO AVAILABLE ON YOUR CELL PHONE, CALL TOLL-FREE 1-866-5-1010620 
OR VISIT www.1010620.com 


Ukraine Moscow’ j|Canada & USA 


First 3 minutes for $1 F ре 19 упНОРЕВАЕ 51 First 20 minutes for 51. 
Each additional min 33¢ асакансчена Each additional min 5¢ 


First 15 Minutes for 51 each additional minute 8¢ 


Austria Denmark France Korea -South Spain Sweden 
Belgium Finland Italy Luxembourg Singapore Switzerland 


For rates to cell phones or to other countries call toll-free 10-10-620-0 or visit www.1010620.com 


All calls under the first minutes for the first $1 are still billed at $1. Calls to cell phones or special country code terminations may be billed at a higher rate. 


ee OE: pA LESS! Dial without pausing 
a an в 
| 1 0 6 22 О | Canada or USA: 
27 . КО; 10-10-620 + 1 + area code + phone number 


Other countries: 
Call the WORLD for $1 10-10-620 ЗУ 011 + country code 


Telehop~ 5 Женя + area code + phone number 
10-10- is a division of Telehop, - ; ee ? 
publicly traded as YTO on TSX Venture 2 ied *Based on first 3 minutes for $1, each additional minute 33¢. 


**Expiry January 31, 2004. 
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Веселих Різдвяних 

Свят та щасливого 

Нового Року 
бажає 


Broda & Company 


Barristers & Solicitors 


Іпог Broda 


13723 - 93 St., Edmonton, AB T5E 5V6 
Tel: 456-9330 


The birth of a Saviour! 
Such wonder and glory 
has given the world 

a remarkable story. 


Христос Народився! 
Веселих Різдвяних Свят 
та щасливого Нового Року 


Children of Chornobyl Canadian Fund 
2118A Bloor St. W. Suite 200, 
Toronto, Ontario M6S 1M8 
Ph: (416) 604-4611 Fax: (416) 604-1688 
www.chornobyl.ca 


11708-135A Sireet, 
Edmonton, Alberta T5M 115 
780-415-5633 
Toll free 1-877-353-5633 
www.tourukraine.com 
Email: ristours@shawbiz.ca 


Ukraine Tours 2004 


June 7-21 15 day all-inclusive tour of Western Ukraine 

July 5-20 16 day all-inclusive tour of Western Ukraine 

July 19-Aug.2 15 day all-inclusive tour of Ukraine's Crimea 

July 5-Aug.2 29 day all-inlcusive tour of Wester Ukraine 
and Ukraine's Crimea 

15 day all-inclusive tour of Western Ukraine 


R.J.’s Tours 


Aug.9-23 


All our tours are escorted from Canada by Robert J. Tomkins 
and include all taxes, visa, meals, and admissions to all special 
events. We have our own staff in Ukraine, fluent in English, 
and they accompany us on all tours. We stay in quality hotels 
and utilize a modern Mercedes Bus complete with air 
conditioning and washrooms. 


For detailed brochures on any of the above tours please call 
or email us at R.J.'s Tours. 


Robert J. Tomkins Ukrainian "Zabava" program 
can be heard on Winnipeg's 810 CKJS 
Thursday and Friday from 8-9 pm and Sunday on 
Edmonton's 790 CFCW from 7-9 pm. 


Н.4.5 Tours Ltd 


"Where your perfect vacation begins” 
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Центер «Джерело» святкує річницю 


У реабілітаційному центрі 
«Джерело» у Львові, 30-го жовт- 
ня відбулося урочисте CBATKyBaH— 
ня річниці відкриття програми 
«Раннє Втручання». Зібралися всі 
частини «команди», яка розпочала 
i успішно провела цю програму 
через її перший рік. Це лікарі-не- 
врологи, реабілітологи, працете - 
рапевти, логопеди, вчителі, пси-- 
хологи, соціяльні працівники, 
студенти і добровольці, які під 
проводом д-р Олега Романчука, 
реально втілили модель програми 
Раннього Втручання в українсь-- 
ких умовах. На святкування 
прибули i батьки, прихильники 
центру, i гості. 

Метою програми Раннє Brpy— 
чання є допомогти дитині з особ-- 
ливими потребами та її сім'ї роз- 
почати свою життєву дорогу у 
доброму напрямку, щоб могти 
прожити справді повноцінне 
життя. I жодна неповносправність 
не може бути цьому перешкодою. 
Це нелегка дорога і велике випро - 
бування бути батьками дитини з 
особливими потребами. За цей рік 
працівники програми більше 
пізнали і відчули той глибокий 
біль, який є у батьківському серці. 
В них прийшов радикальний пере - 
лом у мисленні. Вони зрозуміли, 
що повинні допомагати не окремо 
взятій дитині, а усій її сім'ї. Бо 
сім'я це найважливіше середови. - 
ще у житті дитини і без щасливої 
сім'ї дитина просто не зможе бути 
щасливою. Отже праця стала 
сімейно-центрованою. 

На перший рік праці на прог- 
раму звернулося 124 дитини: 74 з 
міста Львова, 45 з Львівської об- 
ласті, 5 зінших областей України. 
Віком до року - 23 дітей, від року 


Її 


Реабілітаційно- Педагогічний Центр «Джерело» дає дітям з 
особливими потребами можливість бавитися, вчитися, тішитися 


життям. Зліва Зеня Кушпета. 


до трьох - 39 дітей, від трьох до 
шести - 44 дитини, і 18 дітей віком 
старших шести років. Основні ді - 
ягнози: ДЦП, розумова відста- 
лість, гопоксично -ішемічне ура - 
ження нервової системи, синдром 
Дауна, розлад розвитку експре-- 
сивної мови, аутизм, розладгіпер-- 
активності з дефіцитом уваги, 
спинно- мозкова кила, гідроцефа - 
лія, епілепсія, мікроцефалія, різні 
генетичні захворювання, що суп-- 
роводжуються порушеннм розу-- 
мового та моторного розвитку та 
їн. Участь у програмі була без- 
платна, але у майбутньому плану- - 
ється якась мінімальна оплата. 
Програма Раннє Втручання 
проходить в новозбудованому бу-- 
динку реабілітаційно - педагогіч - 
ного центру «Джерело». В бу-- 
динку покищо викінчено два по- 
верхи — Ha одному програма Раннє 
Втручання, на другому діє «Клуб 
Активної Молоді». Тут є майстер-- 
ня i випускники «Джерела» при- 


ходять сюди на різні зайняття. Bu— 
кінчена також капличка в стилі 
підходячому для осіб з особли- 
вими потребами. Решта будинку 
добудовується 1 поступово буде 
включатись у роботу. 

Кошти побудови будинку прий. - 
шли 1 приходять з Голяндії, Швеції, 
Німеччини, Англії та інших країн 
Европи і від щедрих жертводавців 
Канадського Фонду Дітям Чорно-- 
биля в Торонто. Завдяки зрозу-- 
мінню і жертвенності цих людей, 
діти з церебральним паралічем і 
іншими вадами - яких у Львів- 
ській області є від двох до трьох 
тисяч - мають доступ до медичної 
допомоги, до функціональної реа - 
білітації 1 спеціяльних програм, і 
мають можливість відвідувати 
школу. 

Пожертви зазначені "СССЕ - 
Nadiya Dzherelo” можна 
надсилати до Canadian Children of 
Chornobyl] Fund, 2118-A Bloor St. 
W., Toronto, Ontario M6S 2M8. 


20-ий З'їзд BY KK Торонтської Епархії 


7-го грудня, в Бурлінгтоні, 
Онт,, відбувся XX З'їзд Братства 
Українців Католиків Канади, в 
Українській Католицькій Церкві 
Покрови Пресвятої Богородиці, та 
в парафіяльній залі. 

Отець парох Зенон Вальниць- 
кий, духовний дорадник БУКК, 
вітав гостей та у своїй проповіді 
згадав про проголошений Рік 
Української Родини Патріярхом 
Любомиром. 

З'їзд відкрив голова Епархіяль- 
ної Управи, Ярослав Соколик, 
вітаючи о. Вальницького, диякона 
Івана Кота, гостей та делегатів. 


Нехай радість Христового Різдва 
З'єднає нас у Бозі, 
Скріпить у життєвій дорозі, 
Додасть відваги i снаги 
Невтомно за Ісусом йти! 


Бажають вам студенти 1 питомці, члени духовних 
згромадженнь, професори і духовенство 
Українського Католицького Університету в Львові, 


як і рівнож Рада і Добродії- З асновники 
Української Католицької Освітньої Фундації. 


УКУ періодично видає обіжник який інформує про розвиток 
Церкви на Україні. Якщо ви бажаєте безплатно отримати цей 
обіжник або зложити пожертву на дальший розвиток УКУ 
ласкаво просимо звернутися до о.Михайла Лози: 


Ukrainian Catholic Education Foundation 
1317 Stonecutter Dr., Oakville, ON L6M 3C5 
905-465-3388 / fax: 905-465-3384 / email: loza@ucef.org 
websites: www.ucef.org / www.ucu.edu.ua 


723 нами Бог! Знайте народи 
І покоряйтеся йому, бо з нами Бог! 


Прочитав привіт та побажання від 
Владики Стефана Хміляря, який 
в тім часі мав зобов'язання в ін- 
шому місці. 

Предсідником З'їзду вибрано 
Любомира Яківчика, секретарем 
Мирона Хабурського. 

У свойому слові до делегатів о. 
Вальницький говорив про важли- 
вість праці членів БУК під сучас- 
ну пору. На закінчення «Року Ук- 
раїнської Родини» отець переказав 
кілька цінних думок: Родина - це 
продовження роду, людства. Це 
керниця християнських та націо- 
нальних скарбів. Яке це велике 


чудо — родина тримає в руках без- 
помічне немовля, а за 15-20 років 
передає суспільству дозрілу люди- 
ну... Згадав слова св. Павла, що 
родина - це домашня церква. Ради 
самої родини та для здорового сус- 
пільства необхідна здорова хрис- 
тиянська родина. Його глибокі 
слова були щирою турботою сьо- 
годнішнього трактування родини 
в світі та зобов'язанням продов- 
жувати відроджувати та плекати 
Християнську Родину у майбутньому. 

Предсідник щиро дякував отцеві 
за глибокі думки та заявив, що ця 
проблема залишається необхід- 
ною ділянкою праці нас усіх. 

Голова, члени Управи та голови 
Відділів звітували за працю остан- 
ніх двох років, від ХІХ З'їзду в 
2001 році. В дискусії виринуло ба- 
гато цікавих ідей для дальшої праці. 

Обрано нову Управу під прово- 
дом Соколика. 

Після закриття ХХ З'їзду учас- 
ники перейшли до церковної залі, 
де відбулася кінцева частина З'їз- 
ду відкрита для громади: доповідь 
проф. Якова Криховецького на 
тему «Іконографія - віра в кольо- 
рах. Від катакомб до української 
діяспори». 

Після короткого вступу і заува- 
ження п. Креховецького, що 
«один образ більше каже, як тися- 
ча слів...», присутні побачили 
серію прозірок з виясненням. Це 
були фрески з катакомбів у Римі, 
фрески зі Сирії і інші, які були 
предтечою сучасних фресок та 
ікон, які тематично і часто компо- 
зиційно є дуже подібні до старин- 
них фресок. Це було доказом, що 
церковне малювання почалося в 
початках християнства. На закін- 
чення було кілька прозірок старих 
та наших сучасних церков в 
Україні і діяспорі. 
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Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 
Веселих Свят та щасливого Нового Року! 


Welcome іо the Shevchenko Museum! 
Ласкаво Просимо до Музею Шевченка! 


Open Monday to Friday 
9:30 am - Noon 
Wednesday & Thursday 
from 1 pm to 4 pm 
Groups by Appointment 


Taras Shevchenko Museum 
1614 Bloor Street West 
Toronto, ON M6P 1A7 
tel: 416 534-8662 
fax: 416 535-1063 


Museum ... Art Gallery ... Library 


FREE ADMISSION - DONATION APPRECIATED 
Visit us at www.infoukes.com/shevchenkomuseum/ 


Scene from Yevshan’s “Night Before Christmas” . 


Yevshan dedicates Christmas 
concert to genocide victims 


By Evelyn Wojcichowsky, Board of Directors, Yevshan 

Nov. 23 the Yevshan Ukrainian Folk Ballet Ensemble 
held a concert at the Centennial Auditorium in Saska- 
toon. Showcasing their newly created ballet called 
“Night Before Christmas” or “Neech Pered Rizdvom” 
they were able to mesmerize the audience with their 
wonderful portrayal of this story. The idea for this bal- 
let came from Mykola V. Hohol’s (Nikolai V. Gogol’s) 
book “An evening оп а farm settlement near Dykan’ka”, 
written during the period from 1829 to 1832. This lit- 
erary work provides a realistic portrayal of the life of 
the people in that area, and a descriptive illustration of 
their picturesque countryside. 

This show celebrated life and was dedicated to the 
7-10 million Ukrainian people who starved to death 
during the artificially created famine. The year 2003 
marks the 70" anniversary of the Ukrainian Famine/ 
Genocide of 1932-1933 and Yevshan was able to edu- 
cate the people in attendance to this horrific atrocity. 
The dancers were also in full force, on the Saturday 
prior to the concert to help with the day of mourning, 
which was held at City Hall for the victims of the Geno- 
cide. 

Joining Yevshan was the Vesnianka Academy of 


Ukrainian Dance. The dance school, which is under 
the Artistic direction of Vitali and Tania Sorokotiaguine, 
Captivated the audience with their newly choreographed 
Poltavski dance. 
Brenda Kalyn, President of Yevshan Ukrainian Folk 
Ballet Ensemble had this to say about the performance: 
“Yevshan’s colorful and exciting performance took 


| Celebrate 
their audience thr ire of dance, -| Й s 8 2 
перо зак воль обо ||  (jkrainian Ch ristmas 
a 


from Uksaine. The brilliant and unique choreography, | й 

created by the artistic director, Vitali Sorokotiaguine, | Й with us! 

was executed with the passion that rides in the heart of | 

SUED LAMEEE [12 SS НИ ЦО PUTT eS СИМ 0 | Enjoy Ukrainian Christmas in the beautiful 
efits of Yevshan’s commitment to sharing the Ukrai- | Й | Surroundings of the Grand Ballroom & Solarium 
ai SUNS МОТОВо Te Oe ФіНЬЬ SSNs of the Chateau Louis Conference Centre 
Siastic, appreciate audience of over 1,000 felt dazzled 
by the energy of the performance, the beautiful cos- 
tumes, and overall feeling of “being in Ukraine’ fora 
short while. It was indeed a wonderful experience for 
the dancers and the community of Saskatoon. 

One individual shared: “We are so fortunate to have 
such outstanding talent in our community. Everyone 
who came to the performance, either locally or from a 
distance, enjoyed this magical, cultural show. Bravo”! 


Ukrainian Christmas Eve Buffet 
Tuesday, January 6, 2004 


We invite you to extend your 
holiday season by joining us for 
Ukrainian Christmas Eve. 


For reservations or information, call: 


Climbing for the Children Of Chornobyl 


(CCCF)—Montreal native, 
Bohdanna Zwonok will be climbing 
Mount Kilimanjaro in Tanzania, this 
February to raise funds for Ukrai- 
nian children that are victims of the 
Chornoby! nuclear disaster. Her 
climb has been endorsed by Chil- 
dren Of Chornobyl Canadian Fund 
who received her offer with great 
joy. Accompanying Bohdanna is her 
friend Viviane Elferink, who is rais- 
ing funds for The Children’s Wish 
Foundation. 

“Of Ukrainian background, I wish 
to honour my origins by raising 
money for the children that were 


victims of Chornobyl’s terrible CCCF web site. 
nuclear disaster,” says Bohdanna. For more information, log on to 
Bohdanna, a Plast alumni, plans Bohdanna and Viviane’s exciting 
to raise one dollar for every foot she web site at <www.contenta.com/ 
climbs for a total of $19,335.60. kili> or CCCF’s web site at 
Businesses can purchase a portion <www.chomobyl.ca>. 
of the trail with a $500 donation and 
have their logo put on a flag at the 
end of a 500 foot portion of the trail. 
You can help Bohdana reach her 
goal by sending your donation to the 
Children Of Chornobyl Canadian 
Fund, 2118A Bloor Street West, 
Suite 200, Toronto, Ontario, M6S 
1M8. Tax receipts will be issued and 
a list of donors published on the 


452.7770 or 453.6504 


Fire of Bethlehem arrives in Ukraine 


(RISU.org.ua)—On Dec. 13, members of Plast, the Ukrainian scouts, 
in a solemn ceremony in Krakow, Poland, received the Bethlehem fire of 
peace from their Polish counterparts. 

“It is quite symbolic that Polish youths transferred the fire of peace to 
the Ukrainian side,” said Volodymyr Rakovskyi, head of the organizing 
committee, which has organized this event for the 5th consecutive year. 

The fire of peace, which epitomizes spiritual reconciliation between 
Christians from all over the world, traveled to Ukraine through Austria, 
the Czech Republic, Slovakia and Poland. Nits first stop in Ukraine was 
St. George’s Cathedral of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church in Lviv. 

According to Levko Zakharchyshyn, head of a Plast Council in Lviv, 
Ukrainian history has had many painful moments connected with Polish- 
Ukrainian relations. However, the younger generation demonstrates that 
history does not affect current relations between young Poles and Ukrai- 
nians, who are creating their own model of cooperation. 

On Dec. 21, the fire of peace was transferred to Kyiv, from where rep- 
resentatives of regional Plast centres will bring it to various cities of 
Ukraine. The organizers of this event believe that such a transfer unites 
people of good will into a great Christian family. In addition, this year for 
the first time the fire of peace will travel to Russia and Belarus. 


Радісних Різдвяних Свят i щасливого Нового 2004 Року! 
Здоров'я, добра, творчої наснаги в праці, з вірою, що Добро переможе, 
бажаємо нашим співпрацівникам, прихильникам, клієнтам 
та їхнім родинам і всій українській громаді! 

(| 
THE JACYK GROUP 


ОСВІТНЯ ФУНДАЦІЯ ПЕТРА ЯЦИКА - PETRO JACYK EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION 
5080 Timberlea Bivd., Suite 202 Mississauga, Ontario, L4W 4M2 


Advisory Council on Alberta-Ukraine Relations | 
Дорадча Рада з AnboOeprcpKo—YKpaincekux Відносин 


Веселих Різдвяних Свят 
українській громаді від ДРАУВ 


We extend Christmas greetings 
to the Ukrainian community 
from the ACAUR 


HON. GENE ZWOZDESKY 
Co-Chair (ACAUR) - 
Minister of Community Development 
MLA Edmonton-Mill Creek 


DAVE BRODA 
Chair (ACAUR) 
MLA Redwater 


Cemetery 


St. Stephen’s 


a 
20303 - Meridian Street NE 
Edmonton, Alberta T5B 4K3 
ph. (780) 377-0277 
Established in 2000, St. Stephen’s Cemetery serves the needs of 
families of all faiths in Edmonton and Northern Alberta. 


The Ukrainian Orthodox Gardens area is already in use and an 
interdenominational section has been established to provide an 
eternal resting place for Christians of all faiths. 


The Board extends Christmas Greetings 
and wishes for a Joyous New Year to all! 


Theodore Hawrysh 
Chairman 


George Zaharia 
Administrator 


Korneil Ozipko 
Secretary 


ХРИСТОС РАЖДАЄТЬСЯ - - СЛАВІТЕ ЙОГО! 


бо 
emovial, 
FUNERAL ADMINISTRATORS AND DIRECTORS 
“THE CHAPEL ON THE BOULEVARD" 


FAMILY OWNED | 
AND OPERATED 


* reception centre available 


(adjacent to funeral home) 
* serving families since 1941 
x prearranged funeral plans 
* crematorium on site 
* provincial, national б international service 


(780) 426-0050°24 HRS. 
EDMONTON: 9709 - 111 AVENUE > 
Visit us at: www.parkmemo о 


"ІАМОМІ 


"«УЗМОКУТАКРО WILDWOOD 


> MAYERTHORPE 


a — 
srg BPO eee 


OCU are 


OTHER LOCATIONS: VEGREVILLE 


JERRY SMOLYK, OWNER 
BOB GRESCHUK, GENERAL MANAGER 


i 


Left to Right: Drs. Hennadii Boriak, Yuri Shapoval and Olexiy Haran. 
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CIUS lectures reveal new facts 
about Famine-Genocide 


By Bohdan Klid 

As part of worldwide efforts to commemorate the 
70th anniversary of the 1932-33 Famine-Genocide in 
Ukraine, the Canadian Institute of Ukrainian Studies 
(CIUS) decided to make important new research and 
resources on the tragedy more widely known to the 
scholarly and wider communities in North America. 
This was done by organizing and co-sponsoring a se- 
ries of lectures by three Ukrainian scholars — Drs. Yuri 
Shapoval, Hennadii Boriak and Olexiy Haran — at sev- 
eral scholarly and community events in Edmonton, 
Winnipeg and Toronto. 

Dr. Shapoval is affiliated with the Institute of Politi- 
cal and Ethnonational Studies of the National Acad- 
emy of Sciences of Ukraine in Kyiv. Dr. Boriak is di- 
rector general of the State Committee of Archives of 
Ukraine, which oversees the entire complex of 
Ukraine’s archival institutions. Dr. Haran is with the 


Political Science Department and School for Policy 


Analysis at the University of the Kyiv Mohyla Acad- 
ету. 

The first in the series of lectures took place on Nov. 
11 at the University of Toronto, co-sponsored by CIUS 
(Toronto Office) and the Petro Jacyk Program for the 
Study of Ukraine at the Centre for Russian and East 
European Studies. In his talk “Tragic Pages of Ukzai- 
nian History and the Current Political Struggle: De- 
bates Over the 1933 Famine,” Dr. Haran focused on 
the different interpretations of the famine among 
Ukraine’s political groupings. He traced how the 1932- 
33 famine first became a part of public political dis- 
course in the late perestroika period, and then in the 
1990s was officially recognized by the Kravchuk and 
Kuchma regimes. Recently, on March 6, the Verkhovna 
Rada declared the famine a genocide and voted to bring 
the issue to the United Nations, and on May 24 issued 
a special declaration on the man-made famine. While 
the former received the support of 287 deputies, the 
latter was approved by only 226, barely a majority. The 
Communist Party abstained during both votes, but no 
deputies opposed the motions as it would have been 
political suicide to do so, according to Dr. Haran. He 
also concluded that President Leonid Kuchma is tak- 
ing advantage of divergent views on the famine in his 
efforts to keep the opposition political parties divided. 
(Ed. Note: The Yuliya Tymoshenko Bloc charges that 
the vote was deliberately called at a time the authori- 
ties knew they would not be present in the Rada. See: 
“Opposition deputies call for unity”, Ukrainian News, 
December 10-28, 2003.) 

On Nov. 16, the second CIUS-sponsored famine 
event took place at the Ukrainian Youth Unity Com- 
plex in Edmonton. The commemoration, co-sponsored 
by the Ukrainian Canadian Congress, Edmonton 
Branch, featured talks by Drs. Shapoval and Haran. Dr. 
Shapoval’s talk focused on new archival findings in 
Ukraine and their importance in interpreting the nature 
of the famine. Dr. Haran spoke again on the way inter- 
pretations of the 1932-33 famine impacted the current 
political struggle in Ukraine. (See also “UN Famine 
resolution a “diplomatic defeat”, Ukrainian News, 
November 26 — December 9, 2003.) 

On Nov. 21 in Toronto, Drs. Shapoval and Boriak 
were the main speakers at a session of the National 
Convention of the American Association for the Ad- 
vancement of Slavic Studies called “New Research on 
the Famine of 1933.” The panel, sponsored by the 
Shevchenko Scientific Society, was chaired by Dr. Anna 
Procyk of City University of New York. Dr. Frederigo 
Argentieri of John Cabot University (Italy) commented 
on the two presentations. Drs. Boriak and Shapoval 
repeated their presentations before a Ukrainian com- 
munity audience at St. Vladimir’s Institute on Nov. 23. 
The symposium was co-sponsored by CIUS and the 
UCC, Toronto Branch. 

Dr. Boriak’s talk, entitled “The Ukrainian Famine of 
1933: Sources and Source Publications,” surveyed 
documentary publications on the famine and other 
sources. Prior to 1989, major research on the famine 


was conducted in the West. He marked the year 1990 
as a “point of departure for the massive unveiling” of 
Communist party and Soviet government documents, 
which had previously been highly classified. Subse- 
quently, more documents from party organs and ad- 
ministrative bodies, as well as repressive entities, have 
been published, including from regional archives. Dr. 
Boriak also briefly identified the types of documents 
available to researchers of the famine, organizing these 
by groups. In total, there are more than 1,500 archival 
holdings that deal with the famine throughout Ukraine, 
containing more than 200,000 files. Dr. Boriak ended 
his talk with a survey of Internet resources on the fam- 
ine. The State Committee of Archives in Ukraine main- 
tains the site “Famine in Ukraine 1932-1933” 
(Holdomor v Ukraini 1932-1933), located at 
<www.archives.gov.ua/Sections/Famine/>. The site 
contains links to Intermet resources on the Ukrainian 
famine. 

Dr Shapoval made a final appearance to deliver his 
famine lecture In Winnipeg. His talk, sponsored by the 
Metropolitan Пагіоп Centre for Ukrainian Orthodox 
Studies, took place on Nov. 28 at the Cathedral of St. 
Mary the Protectress. 

Summarized below is Dr. Shapoval’s lecture, which 
he gave in Edmonton, Toronto and Winnipeg. The full 
text (in Ukrainian) is available in the press release sec- 
tion of CIUS’s website: <www.cius.ca>. 

Dr. Shapoval began by noting that Soviet authorities 
had for decades denied that a famine had even occurred. 
Yet, he asked, how could a tragedy of such massive 
proportions, in which millions died, have been con- 
cealed, and to what degree was the political leadership 
of the USSR aware of what was happening? Further, 
could the holocaust of 1932-33 been averted, and why 
was nothing done to prevent such a cataclysm from 
occurring? 

Recently, the publication of documents, especially 
on the activities of the highest leadership of the USSR 
and on the behaviour and responses of party officials 
of the Ukrainian SSR, has been particularly important 
in suggesting answers to these fundamental questions, 
some of which are still being debated to this day. The 
book Komandyry velykoho holodu (Commanders of the 
Great Famine, Kyiv, 2001), which Dr. Shapoval co- 
authored with Valerii Vasyliev, contains such docu- 
ments. 

Consisting of telegrams (including exchanges with 
Stalin), letters, reports, diary entries and other materi- 
als, the documents show the roles played by Stalin’s 
henchmen — Міаспезіау Molotov and Lazar 
Kaganovich — in the extraordinary grain procurement 
commissions in Ukraine and the north Caucasus. Pub- 
lications of such documents, Shapoval stressed, allow 
researchers to reconstruct events as well as the para- 
digms underlining the thoughts of the communist chief- 
tains. Their importance also lie in the evidence they 
provide against those who would deny the unique char- 
acteristics of the 1932-33 events or the absence of ex- 
traordinary actions taken in this or that region of the 
former USSR. 

A distinctive feature of Ukraine and the north 
Caucasus was that more than one half of the total grain 
production of the former USSR came from these re- 
gions. Although recognizing that hunger had already 
claimed victims there in 1931, Stalin and the top lead- 
ership of the USSR accused Ukrainians of hoarding 
vast amounts of grain, and thus increased grain pro- 
curement plans for Ukraine. Local officials who pro- 
tested or questioned the directives from above were 
expelled from the communist party and treated as trai- 
tors or saboteurs. 80% of raion (county) level party sec- 
retaries, for instance, were replaced in 1931-32. At the 
third conference of the Communist Party of Ukraine 
(CPU) held in the summer of 1932 — attended by 
Molotov and Kaganovich — attempts by local officials 
and some of the leadership of the Communist Party of 
Ukraine to point to the difficult circumstances in the 
countryside were ignored by Stalin’s henchmen and the 
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CIUS lectures reveal new facts 
about Famine-Genocide 


Kremlin. 

In a letter to Kaganovich of Aug. 
11, 1932, Stalin expressed suspi- 
cions about the Ukrainian peasantry 
and of the loyalty of the entire Ukrai- 
nian party apparatus, which he de- 
scribed as dominated by followers 
of Petliura and agents of the Polish 
leader, Jozef Pilsudski. He ex- 
pressed fears that “Ukraine could be 
lost” and that it should be trans- 
formed in the shortest time possible 
into “a true fortress of the USSR” 
and “exemplary republic.” 

These Stalinist euphemisms, ac- 
cording to Dr. Shapoval, implied the 
following actions, regardless of the 
number of victims: (1) squeezing out 
of Ukraine the maximum amount of 
grain possible (justified by the need 
to modernize and feed the city popu- 
lace); (2) conducting a thorough 
purge of all social spheres (justified 
by the supposed presence of latent 
Ukrainian nationalists and other en- 
emies). . 

On Oct. 22, 1932, the extraordi- 
nary commission headed by 
Molotov began its work in Ukraine. 
On Oct. 30, 1932, in a report to 
Stalin, he harshly criticized the work 
of the CPU and then pressed forward 
with repressive actions against both 
the Ukrainian party and peasantry. 
From November 1932 to January 
1933 the extraordinary commission 
squeezed an additional 90 million 
poods (one pood equals 36.11 Ibs. 
or 16.38 kgs.) of grain from the 
Ukrainian peasants. Special bri- 
gades composed of over 110,000 
activists were sent to Ukraine’s vil- 
lages, receiving as compensation a 
portion of the looted grain and other 
foodstuffs. Kaganovich headed a 
similar commission in the north 
Caucasus and Pavel Poshtyshev in 
the Volga region of Russia. 
Postyshey’s commission, according 
to Russian researchers, did not act 
as viciously as Molotov’s, while 
Kaganovich’s was aimed primarily 
against Ukrainians who lived in the 
Kuban. 

Toward the end of 1932, Molotov, 
Kaganovich and Postyshev met with 
the head of the secret police in 
Ukraine, Vsevolod Balytsky, to un- 
dertake severe repressive actions, 
which were justified as measures to 
prevent the sabotage of grain pro- 
curements. On Dec. 5, for example, 
Balytsky issued a directive to “de- 
stroy the counterrevolutionary un- 
derground and to land a decisive 
blow against all counterrevolution- 
ary kulak-Petliura elements ... in the 
village.” 

Shapoval listed the following 
measures taken against Ukrainian 
villages: (1) fines in kind (especially 
meat and potatoes) levied against 
individual households for not fulfill- 
ing grain procurement orders, while 
higher norms were levied against 
entire collective farms for alleged 
theft of collective farm property by 
individuals; (2) a prohibition of 
trade in potatoes, meat and animals; 
(3) a prohibition of commercial 
products procurement to villages 
(such as matches, salt and kerosene); 
(4) the establishment of a food 
blockade of Ukraine’s borders by 
interior ministry troops and police 
(preventing peasants from fleeing 
the famine zones as well as prohib- 
iting the importation of foodstuffs 
from Russia into Ukraine without 
special permission); (5) the institu- 
tion of an internal passport system 
which excluded villagers, further re- 
stricting their mobility to flee the 

famine; (6) distress sales of valu- 


ables by villagers to special shops 
in exchange for food. (The amount 
of intake in these shops increased 
dramatically from 1931 to 1933.) 

While the famine raged, the cover 
up commenced. Village councils 
were ordered to not list the cause of 
death upon registration. All entities 
were forbidden to register incidents 
of bloating or deaths caused by fam- 
ine, except for organs of the GPU 
(predecessor of Ше OGPU-NK VD- 
КСВ). In 1934, a new order was is- 
sued that all record books of vital 
statistics dealing with deaths for 
1932-33 were to be sent to special 
units of the GPU, following which 
they were most likely destroyed. 

On Jan. 14, 1933, Maksim 
Litvinov, the Soviet foreign minis- 
ter, in response to inquiries from 
abroad, denied that a famine was 
occurring. On Feb. 23, 1933, the So- 
viet Politburo issued a directive re- 
stricting the movement of foreign 
correspondents in the USSR. At the 
same time, the Soviet Union was 
dumping grain at depressed prices on 
the international market to purchase 
machinery for industrialization. 

It is clear that Western countries 
knew about the Ukrainian famine. 
On May 31, 1933, the Italian con- 
sul in Kharkiv wrote in his dispatch 
that “famine continues to rage and 
destroy people, and it is simply im- 
possible to understand how the 
world can remain indifferent to this 
disaster...” The Manchester Guard- 
ian, commenting on the famine on 
Nov. 21, 1933, noted that no areas 
of the USSR had suffered as much 
as Ukraine and the north Caucasus. 

Dr. Shapoval pointed out that 
what further distinguished the situ- 
ation in Ukraine from that of Rus- 
sia was a concurrent shift in nation- 
ality policy in Ukraine. On Dec. 14, 
1932, Stalin and Molotov signed a 
resolution on behalf of the Central 
Committee of the Communist Party 
and Soviet government calling for 
the “correct implementation of 
Ukrainization” in Ukraine and in 
regions of significant Ukrainian 
settlement outside Ukraine. It also 
called for decisive struggle against 
so-called Petliurite and other coun- 
terrevolutionary elements. Shapoval 
concluded that this signaled the be- 
ginning of the end of Ukrainization 
policies as well as the start of anti- 
Ukrainian purges. 

In 1933 a purge of the party and 
state leadership of the Ukrainian 
SSR indeed occurred and, impor- 
tantly, Postyshev was appointed sec- 
ond secretary of the Central Com- 
mittee of the Communist Party of 
Ukraine. Published documents 
show, Shapoval continued, how in 
1933 Postyshev and his team — 
some of them party officials sent 
from Russia — implemented the 
Kremlin’s policies of grain confis- 
cations as well as the purging of so- 
called Ukrainian nationalists. 

At a plenum of the CPU in No- 
vember 1933 Postyshev boasted that 
collective farms in Ukraine had now 
“become bolshevik.” He further 
linked the 1931-32 drop in grain 
production to alleged mistakes of the 
CPU in implementing the party’s na- 
tionality policies. “There is no 
doubt,” Postyshev concluded, “that 
without liquidating mistakes in 
implementing the nationality poli- 
cies of the party, without destroy- 
ing nationalist elements who had en- 
sconced themselves... in Ukraine, 
it would have been impossible to 
have overcome the slowdown in ag- 
riculture.” The plenum approved a 


resolution that defined “local nation- 
alism united with imperialist inter- 
ventionists” as the main danger fac- 
ing the party. The party thus justi- 
fied the end to Ukrainization and the 
massive repressions, which began in 
1933 and later merged into the 1936- 
38 “Great Terror.” 

Shapoval concluded that the fam- 
ine of 1933 was an effective tool in 
transforming Ukraine into “an ex- 
emplary republic.” Newly uncoy- 
ered and published archival docu- 
ments have identified “specific anti- 
Ukrainian accents” to the events. 
The new findings show that the ex- 
traordinary organization of particu- 
lar measures against the Ukrainian 
peasantry mark the famine in 
Ukraine with the characteristics of 
a genocide. 
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° Family Portraits (in your 
house or location) 

° Weddings « Community 

Events » Conventions 

Graduations & Groups 


OUr, P.C., MP. 


Edmonton Southeast 


Merry Christmas! 


Радісних Різдвяних Свят! 


If you have a federal concern you 
want to discuss, please telephone 
your constituency office at: 


495-2149 
#300, 8616 - 51 Ave. 


or write to: 


Edmonton, Alberta T6E 6E6 


УКРАЇНСЬКА КАНАДСЬКА ФУНДАЦІЯ ІМ. ТАРАСА ШЕВЧЕНКА 
UKRAINIAN CANADIAN FOUNDATION OF TARAS SHEVCHENKO 


Бажає всім своїм жертводавцям Ta прихильникам 
Extends best wishes to all its donors and supporters for a 


Веселих Різдвяних Свят ma 
щасливого Нового Року! 
Merry Christmas and а Happy New Year! 


Andrew Hladyshevsky - President 
Roman Manastersky 
Anne Rusnak 


Boris Balan 


Sancaniue wauy bydyucems! 


456 Main Street, Winnipeg, MB R3B 1B6 


Board of Directors 


Michael Szepetyk 
Jayne Paluck 


Oleh Gerus 


Let's ensure our future! 


Tel: (204) 944-9128 Fax: (204) 944-9135 
Toll free: 1-866-524-5314 


May the Spirit of Christmas bring you Peace and 
Happiness now and throughout the New Year. 


ХРИСТОС РАЖДАЄТЬСЯ! СЛАВІМ ЙОГО! 


Self Contained Residence for Seniors 
Незалежна Резиденція для Сеньийорів 


Рава 


St. Andrew's 


Ukrainian Selo 
8025 - 101 Ave., Edmonton 
Ph.: (780) 469-4141 


» Located on Bus Route 
» Central Court Yard 


e Seniors Club 


» Social Activities 
Sake 


» Центральний парк 


- Клюб сеньйорів 
» Суспільні програми 
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Кеті: 30% of Total Income 


» 5 blocks from St. Andrew's Parish 
» Taxi Service provided to Church 


¢ Lounge Areas for Visiting 


¢ 5 бльоків від Собору Св. Андрєя 
» Обслуга Таксі до церкви 
 Приміщене при автобусовій лінії 


» Приміщення для відвідин 


Ї 


МОНЕ ПІ СРО А 


- 1 бльок від Катедри Св. Івана 

: 2 бльоки від комплексу крамниць 
Близько автобусової лінії 

»- Каплиця в будинку 

» Приміщення для відвідин 

 Клюб сеньйорів 

» Суспільні програми 


Ukrainian Dnipro | 
Senior Citizen's Home 
11030 - 107 Ave., Edmonton 
Ph.: (780) 425-5097 


| | © 1 block from St. John's Cathedral 
| | © 2 blocks from Shopping Centre 
| | - Near Bus Route 
| ¢ Chapel in Building 
« Lounge Areas for visiting 
¢ Seniors Club 
| | - Social Activities 


жжж 


Ар РР РАДИО ee 


Рент: 30% від цілої платні | 
Dnipro-Selo Housing Society 


Marlene Krokosh - Administrator 


Дніпро-Село Житлове Товариство 
Марлін Крокош - Адміністратор 
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Книги КТУС передано до Інституту 
досліджень української діаспори 


КАНАДСЬКА ФУНДАЦІЯ 
УКРАЇНСЬКОГО ВІЛЬНОГО УНІВЕРСИТЕТУ 
310 Leila Avenue, Winnipeg, Manitoba R2V 113 


БАЖАЄ 


Наталія Конопка, 

Науковий співробітник, 

Інституту досліджень 

української діаспори при 

Національному університеті 

"Острозька академія" 
П'ятдесят чотири книги, видані 


всій українській громаді 
веселих Різдвяних Свят та 
щасливого Нового 2004-20 Року! 


УПРАВА ФУНДАЦІЇ УВУ 


Мо 
cry 


att 
x 


У 


«В тишині, хай Ви відчуваєте, хай Ви чуєте, 
хай Ви знаєте той мир що є Різдвом». 


SS aa 
PARRY = 


Хор Дніпро щиросердечно дякує українській 
громаді, яка так численно взяла участь 


в концерті з нагоди його 50-ліття 
діяльности у Winspear Centre. 


Найкращі побажання з нагоди Різдва 
у, Христового та Нового Року. 


- oP 
Lt, 


Byte Голова - Люба Федущак 


LEYDEN'S 


FUNERAL HOME 


A division of Trillium Funeral Service Corporation 
304 -18th Avenue SW, Calgary AB T2S 0C3 


Tel. 403 228 4422 
"Proudly Canadian” 


Едмонтонський Хор Дніпро 
7 ae Мистецький директор - Марія Дитиняк 


нн а я я нн нн Мн М на Б 


Христос Родився! 


i Нового 2004 Року 


всьому братському членству 
бажає 


КРАЙОВА УПРАВА 


КАНАДІ 


З нагоди Різдва Христового 


найщиріші побажання українському 
народові в Україні і поза нею, 

українським церковним Ієрархам, проводам 

українських організацій, а зокрема 


проводам комбатантських організацій та 


БРАТСТВА КОЛ. ВОЯКІВ 1-ої УД УНА В 


CHRIST IS BORN! 
Editor and Staff of Ukrainian News 


ХРИСТОС РАЖДАЄТЬСЯ! 


Усім нашим шановним читачам, 
жертводавцям, підприємцям які 
підтримують нас своїми 
оголошеннями та прихильникам 
пересилаємо найщиріші 
побажання радісних свят 
Христового Різдва та кріпкого 
здоров'я й успіхів в Новому Році. 
Видавець та працівники 
редакції «Українських Вістей» 


нан (С-С-ФНОш"мйишцшцЧДйТтнпаГп'єЄ'ї Pees es ee Se eS eee eee шко 


We, at Ukrainian News, would like to take this opportunity to 
thank the many businesses and people who have supported us 
in so many ways throughout 2003. To our readers, donors, 
advertisers and contributing writers we offer our sincere 
thanks. May you all have a very Merry Christmas and be 
blessed with health and prosperity in the New Year. 


врізні роки KIT YCom, зокрема тво- 
ри таких відомих українських 
культурних 1 громадських діячів, 
як Григорій Сковорода, Михайло 
Грушевський, Володимир Винни- 
ченко, Григорій Костюк та інші 
було передано Всеукраїнським 
благодійним фондом "Тромадян- 
ська енергія" від імені Канадсь- 
кого Інституту Українських Сту- 
дій Інституту досліджень україн- 
ської діаспори, що діє при Націо- 
нальному університеті "Остроз- 
ька академія". Це - значна частина 
видавничого доробку КТУСУ, який 
складає більше 120 найменувань 
книг та 60 довідників та енцикло- 
педій. Щедрий дар став важливим 
доповненням бібліотеки Інститу- 
ту досліджень української діаспо- 
ри при Національному універси- 
теті "Острозька академія", діяль- 
ність якої розпочалася у січні 2002 
року. 

Презентацію відкрив перший 
проректор університету проф. Ва- 
силь Жуковський, який відзначив 
важливість співпраці Інституту 
досліджень української діаспори 
HaYOA з Канадським Інститутом 
Українських Студій, який більш 
ніж 25 років сприяє розвиткові 
українознавчих досліджень в 
Канаді та за її межами. Проректор 
представив гостей університету — 
представників фонду "Тромадян- 
ська енергія". 

Директор Інституту досліджень 


Андрій Гайдамашко 


Алла Атаманенко 


української діаспори при НАУОА 
доц. Алла Атаманенко згадала про 
давні дружні контакти універси- 
тету з Канадським Інститутом Ук- 
раїнських Студій, які зав'язалися 
у 1999 році презентацією в Ос- 
трозі І-го тому англомовного пе- 
рекладу "Історії України-Руси" 
Михайла Грушевського, під час 
якої Академію відвідали директор 
КТУСУ д-р Зенон Когут, директор 
Центру досліджень історії Укра- 
їни їм. Петра Яцика д-р Франк 
Сисин та директор Програми дос- 
лідження українських церков д-р 
Сергій Плохій. 

Алла Атаманенко відзначила 
роль КТУСу в розвитку україно- 
знавства, в популяризації історії 
України та поширенні інформації 
про сучасну Україну і українців у 
західному світі. Вона щиро подя- 
кувала представникам фонду 
"Громадянська енергія", які, буду- 
чи офіційним партнером КТУСУ в 
Україні, передали книги до 
Інституту досліджень української 


діаспори при НаУОА. При цьому 
директор Інституту зазначила, що 
ці видання стануть значною допо- 
могою студентам та дослідникам- 
історикам, які працюють не 
тільки в Острозі чи Рівному, а й 
представникам інших регіонів. 

Керівник фонду "Громадянська 
енергія" Андрій Гайдамашко 
розповів присутнім про Фонд та 
його завдання. Керівник програми 
співпраці з КТУСом Фонду “Tpo- 
мадянська енергія" Тетяна Нариж- 
на розповіла про виставку подаро- 
ваних видань Інституту на VIII 
Всесвітньому конгресі Світового 
Конгресу Українців, де книги заці- 
кавили багатьох учасників та 
гостей. 

Передані книги викликали 
велике зацікавлення у присутніх. 
На завершення було висловлено 
сподівання про подальшу спів- 
працю між науковими інститупі - 
ями, яка може розвиватися у 
майбутньому в різних напрямах. 


Американський суддя застерігає 
Конституційний Суд від втручання у політику 


Сергій Куделя , Радіо Свобода 

Конституційний Суд не повинен займатися полі- 
тикою і втручатися у вирішення політичних проблем 
- таку думку висловив суддя Федерального Апеля-- 
ційного Суду США Богдан Футей, коментуючи 
останні рішення Конституційного Суду України. 
Суддя Футей входив у робочу групу з підготовки 
Конституції, ухваленої у 1996 році 1 надалі займа-- 
ється різними аспектами правової реформи в Україні. 

Суддя Футей вважає, що надання Конституційним 
Судом України висновків про законопроекти 
політичної реформи є прикладом втручання у 
політичний процес. А тому такі дії суперечать 
попередньому рішенню цього ж суду не вирішувати 
політичних питань. Говорить Богдан Футей: 

"У 1998 році Конституційний Суд ухвалив 
рішення, що питання прохідного бар'єру для полі- 
тичних партій під час виборів є політичним питан-- 
ням. Отже Конституційний Суд створив прецедент, 
щоб у ці питання не втручатися. Останнє рішення 
не сумісне з цим рішенням... Суть цієї справи - 
дотриматися чинної Конституції, вона ясно 
говорить, яким має бути вибір президента - стаття 
103. Я думаю, що це політичне питання, у США суди 
не втручаються у політичні питання, не втручаються 
у військові питання та справи закордонної політики 


держави". 

Окрім втручання у політику, Конституційний Суд 
України, на думку Футея, намагається своїми 
останніми рішення ще виконувати ті функції, які 
йому не належать. 

“Y системі розподілу влади законодавча влада 
пише закон, а судова тлумачить закон. Конститу-- 
ційний Суд України не лише тлумачить закон, але й 
каже, як цей закон мусить бути написаний". 

Обрання президента парламентом, за словами 
Богдана Футея, порушуватиме низку важливих 
положень Конституції. Для прикладу, суддя Футей 
цитує текст присяги президента України. 

“SI, волею народу обраний президентом України, 
...” = якщо говориться "волею народу", то як тоді 
можна сказати, що це воля народу? Парламент є 
представницьким органом, він не є посередницьким 
органом. А у Конституції зазначено, що народ оби- 
рає президента... Але я думаю, що треба поступати 
згідно з Конституцією, яка була ухвалена. І речі, 
які були проти Конституції, не можна вводити у 
життя". 

Суддя Богдан Футей закликає українських 
юристів серйозно прислухатися до думки Вене- 
ціанської комісії та інших міжнародних юристів і 
діяти із урахуванням їхніх висновків. 


На Прикарпатті понад 8 тисяч дітей страждають психічними розладами 


Іван Костюк, Радіо Свобода 

На Прикарпатті діє обласний психіатричний центр 
“Hania”. Його створення та діяльність зумовлені 
тим, що в регіоні понад 8 тисяч дітей страждають 
психічними розладами. Усі ці діти потребують 
медичної допомоги. 

На Прикарпатті вже півтора року діє обласний 
психіатричний центр "Надія". Його пацієнти - діти 
від 3-х до 18-ти років. Найрізноманітніші психічні 
розлади, які виникають у маленьких пацієнтів, є 
предметом лікування в цьому спеціалізованому зак- 
ладі. Однак медики, які тут працюють, наголошу- 
ють, що головною метою центру "Надія" є не лише 
медикаментозне лікування дітей. Дитячий лікар- 
психіатр центру Валентина Арцеховська: "Займа- 


ємось не тільки лікуванням дитини, але й думаємо 
про те, як адаптувати її до життя в нашому світі, в 
нашому середовищі, згідно з тим, яку патологію вона 
має. Якщо це дитина з інтелектуальною недос- 
татністю, ми вирішуємо, яку школу вона повинна 
закінчити. Адже необхідно дати їй освіту, але 
специфічну, саме для неї". 

Однак медики центру "Надія" також наго- 
лошують, що їхній заклад потребує належного фі- 
нансування. Для того, щоб забезпечити хворим дітям 
мінімальні потреби, вони навіть самостійно створи- 
ли своєрідну благодійну скарбницю, до якої відкла- 
дають з кожної зарплати по кілька гривень. В остан- 
ній час не залишаються осторонь також бізнесмени, 
які намагаються фінансово допомогти цьому закладу. 
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Рік Росії в 


Україні 


Попередні висновки українських експертів свідчать, що він не став 
переломним етапом у розвитку українсько-російських відносин. 


Сергій Кисельов, Радіо Свобода 

Рік Росії в Україні не мав серйозного впливу на 
економічні відносини між Києвом i Москвою, так 
само, як і попередній рік України в Росії. Такої думки 
дотримуються деякі українські експерти. При цьому 
вони наголошують, що російські територіальні 
претензії з приводу українського острова в Азовсь- 
кому морі Коси Тузли, безперечно, негативно позна - 
чилися на українсько-російських стосунках по 
обидва береги Керченської протоки. 

Днями в парламентських кулуарах почув сумний 
жарт: рік України в Росії 1 рік Росії в Україні - це 
ніщо інше, як спроба станцювати російську кадриль 
на мотив українського гопака. Ишлося про те, що 
2002-го, в рік України в Росії товарообіг між двома 
країнами знизився майже на 70 мільйонів доларів 
порівняно з 2001-м. І невідомо, якими будуть кінцеві 
економічні показники року нинішнього. Щодо інших 
контактів, то підрахунки свідчать: рік Росії в Укра- 
їні, який добігає кінця, більше був наповнений не 
питаннями економіки, а фестивалями танців, музики 
й пісень, фіналом яких стали дві непересічні події в 
українсько-російських відносинах: 19 вересня на 
саміті в Ялті було підписано договір про створення 
Єдиного економічного простору, а 29 вересня у цьо- 
му ж таки просторі краснодарці ударними темпами 
почали будувати в Керченській протоці Азовського 
моря дамбу, що мала на меті перетворити українсь - 
кий острів Косу Тузлу на російський півострів. 

Ось що думає з цього приводу директор Центру 
політичних досліджень та конфліктології Михайло 
Погрибінський: 

"Ніхто із серйозних аналітиків не чекав таких над-- 
звичайних подій у стосунках між Україною та 
Росією тільки тому, що керівництвами обох держав 
було заявлено про проведення року - спочатку 
України в Росії, потім Росії в Україні. Тим не менше, 
протягом останніх двох років вдалося переламати 
негативну тенденцію у торговельній політиці між 
двома країнами значною мірою (відомо, що кілька 
років поспіль зменшувався товарообіг між нашими 
країнами). Такі ініціативи, як створення Єдиного 
економічного простору i конфлікт навколо Тузли, 


відіграли значну роль у переосмисленні перспектив 
співробітництва між нашими державами і спонукали 
значну частину української еліти переглянути засади 
цього співробітництва і подумати про те, яким чином 
треба будувати свої стосунки так, щоб українські 
інтереси були захищені". 

Анатолій Гуцал, перший заступник директора 
Національного інституту проблем міжнародної 
безпеки, який, до речі, раніше іменувався Націо-- 
нальним інститутом українсько-російських відно- 
син, переконаний, що рік Росії в Україні дав можли-- 
вість Україні подивитися на себе і на світ крізь 
призму Росії: 

"У цьому контексті вважаю, що символічною була 
книга нашого президента "Україна - не Росія". Укра- 
iHa не гірша, Україна не краща, Україна - інша. По- 
російськи, "ная". Гот розуміння якраз цієї категорії 
іншості, тобто, розуміння "іного" -- цедуже важлива 
особливість, яку мають, я думаю, ще осягнути і наші 
політики, 1 політики російські. I, я думаю, під кінець 
цього року ми отримали дійсно такий показовий 
урок - урок консолідації політичної еліти 1 суспіль-- 
ної еліти, який відбувся в Росії в результаті тих ви-- 
борів, які сталися. I я думаю, що для України — це 
найбільш серйозний урок напередодні наших 
виборчих баталій". 

Що стосується прогресу в царині економічних 
стосунків у рік Росії в Україні, то, надумку доктора 
економічних наук, професора, завідувача відділу 
міжнародних валютно-фінансових відносин 
Інституту світової економіки і міжнародних відно-- 
син Національної академії наук України Олексія 
Плотникова, скоріше за все, це був такий політичний 
чи культурологічний рік: 

"Але аж ніяк не такий, що приніс щось реально в 
економічні відносини. Що ж до проблем формування 
єдиного економічного простору чи там якихось 
інших питань, то вони не стосувались року Росії в 
Україні. Тому, я вважаю, що такий голосно проголо-- 
шений рік Росії в Україні - це скоріше політичний, 
культурологічний, ну, можливо, ідеологічний та 
інший проект, але з точки зору економічного роз- 
витку, він не дав якихось результатів". 


Що не сподобалося Президентові у 
законі про закордонних українців 


Мар'яна Драч, Радіо Свобода 

Українські політики і далі сперечаються про 
закон, який визначатиме правовий статус 
закордонних співвітчизників. Президент України 
наклав вето на цей документ і 13 грудня повернув 
його до Верховної Ради. 

Автор законопроекту, заступник голови Парла- 
ментського комітету у закордонних справах Ігор 
Осташ тим не менше не втрачає оптимізму. Він 
сподівається, що закон про закордонних українців 
із новими правками буде ухвалений до кінця цієї 
парламентської сесії або ж на початку наступної. 
Ігор Осташ розповів радіо "Свобода" про суть голов- 
них претензій Банкової до закону, який він готував. 

Ігор Осташ: В преамбулі ми зафіксували, що 
українці, які проживають за межами, становлять 
невід'ємну частину українського народу. Але Прези- 
дент, посилаючись на те, що в український народ 
записуються громадяни України всіх національ- 
ностей, він пропонує виключити цей абзац із пре- 
амбули. 

Є ще також зауваження до визначення закордон- 
ного українця. Ми, зокрема, записали формулу, за 
якою закордонним українцем є особа, яка іден- 
тифікує себе українцем і має українське етнічне по- 
ходження, визнає Україну батьківщиною свого ет- 
нічного походження, або також особа або її предки 
належать до української нації. 

Ane Президент пропонує виключити частину що- 
до самоідентифікації закордонного українця, як 
українця. Мотивація полягає в тому, що, скажімо, 
десь є певне обмеження в інших закордонних укра- 
їнців. Наприклад, у кримських татар, які були зму- 
шені покинути територію України через депортацію, 
а вони не зможуть отримати статус закордонного 
українця. 

Звичайно, можна сперечатися, тому що ми закла- 
ли в термінологію цього закону практично поняття 
української політичної нації, тобто всі українці, які 
проживають на території України, є українцями. 

Мар'яна Драч: Ще є одне спірне питання - це 
система квот для закордонних українців. Йдеться 


про квоти на навчання. Що пропонує парламент? Що 
пропонує Президент? 

Ігор Осташ: Парламент пропонує узаконити те, 
що на сьогодні є практично. Бо на сьогодні дійсно є 
практика надання місць закордонним українцям для 
навчання в Україні. Ми просто пропонуємо, щоб цим 
питанням займалася Національна комісія з питань 
закордонних українців. 

Президент пропонує це робити на підставі міжна- 
родних договорів, як це передбачає закон, зокрема 
закон "Про вищу освіту". 

Я думаю, що тут ми знайдемо компромісний варі- 
ант, тому що на сьогодні дуже багато студентів, 
скажімо, з колишньої Югославії, Придністров'я, 
навчаються в Україні. Я думаю, ми збережемо цю 
практику, коли українці з регіонів, особливо з регі- 
онів, які не можна вважати, скажімо, багатими кра- 
їнами, щоб вони мали можливість навчати своїх 
дітей в українських вузах. 

Мар'яна Драч: Одне із таких прав, наскільки я 
розумію, безкоштовний в'їзд на територію України. 
Якщо це, зокрема, громадяни західних держав, 
таких, як Канада, США, вони зможуть безкоштовно 
приїжджати в Україну. Так? 

Ігор Осташ: Так. Йде мова про безкоштовне 
надання візи на 5 років на підставі документу - 
посвідчення закордонного українця. А також для 
мене, наприклад, найбільш принциповим пунктом у 
цьому законі (я думаю, що він якоюсь мірою роз- 
криває ідеологію цього закону ) це є фактично прог- 
рама повернення українців в Україну. Ми перед- 
бачили, що саме в бюджеті України ВР будуть що- 
річно закладатися кошти на програму повернення 
українців в Україну. Це, очевидно, є українська 
стратегія, тому що ми знаємо, що багато українців 
хотіли б повернутися в Україну 1, можливо, в такий 
спосіб трохи підтримати демографічну ситуацію в 
Україні, оскільки на сьогодні ми маємо катастро- 
фічну картину. Ми знаємо, що ми практично маємо 
вже не 52, як колись ми гордо говорили, а 48 міль- 
йонів українців. 
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«Найкращі побажання із святами Різдва 
Христового, Нового Року та Богоявлення!» 


ST. JOHN'S INSTITUTE 


(A Ukrainian Orthodox Students’ Residence) 


Paul Bodnar 
Executive Director 


11024-82 Ave. 
Edmonton, AB 
T6G 0T2 


Orest Mulka 
Chairman 


Tel.: 439-2320 
Fax: 439-0989 
Res: 439-5788 


E-mail: stjohns@supernet.ab.ca 
www.stjohnsinstitute.com 


Радісних Різдв'яних 
Свят та Щасливого 
Нового Року 


бажає 


NEW COMMUNITY CREDIT UNION = 
321 20th Street W., Saskatoon, SK S7M 0X1 

Ph: (306) 653-1300 Бах: (306) 653-4711 

E-MAIL: info@newcommunity.cu.sk.ca 


Wwww.newcommunitycu.com Credit Union 


ХРИСТОС РКО 
Веселих Свят Різдва Христового 


та щасливого Нового Року 
односельчанам, приятелям, знайомим, дивізійникам, 
рідним у вільній Україні і клієнтам 


ee, 
ЛАТ З 


бажає 
Степан Дух - власник 
DIAMOND 
Auto Body & Paint Shop 5 
1208- ще St. W. Saskatoon, Sask. Tel.: 242- FES : я 


сь 
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ХРИСТОС РАЖДАЄТЬСЯ! 


Веселих Свят та 
Щасливого Нового Року! 
Season's Greetings 
from 


ST. PETRO MOHYLA INSTITUTE 
A Ukrainian Orthodox Students’ Residence 
‘Ensuring Our Future Through Commitment to Youth" 


Deserée Wiebe - Aamin/strator John Senkiw - Chairman 


1240 Temperance St., Saskatoon, SK S7N OP1 
Tel.: (306) 653-1944 Fax: (306) 653-1902 Res.: (306) 244-9184 2 
E-mail: mohyla@sasktel.net 


Вітаємо з Різдвом Христовим та 
Новим Роком! 
У цей Різдвяний час бажаємо 
благословення Вашій родині на 
щастя, здоров'я і добробут. 


Інститут св. Володимира - український 
Культурний центр та студентський гуртожиток 


ST. VLADIMIR INSTITUTE: 


Ukrainian Cultural Centre and Student Residence - 
e Student residence іп the heart of Toronto * Across a 
the street from U of Т " Convenient public trans- | & 
portation to most universities and colleges in 
Toronto » Meal plan « Internet access in every 
room « Join any Ukrainian program in our cultural 
centre " Make your own icon or pysanka, visit our 
museum or theatre, study Ukrainian Participate 
in our theatre group and numerous clubs » Enjoy 
your life in the Ukrainian community 


ST. VLADIMIR INSTITUTE = 
620 Spadina Ave. Toronto, ON М55 2H4 
tel.: 416-923-3318; fax: 416-923-8266 
e-mail: svi@stvladimir.ca 


View us оп www.stvladimir.ca 


1963-2003 


Христос Раждається! 
Веселих Різдвяних Свят та щасливого 
Нового Року. бажає 


Visit Our Renovated Premises 


CENTRAL ALBERTA MEAT CO. 
12165 Ford Road, Edmonton 
Phones: 479-1714; 477-1028 


MERRY CHRISTMAS & A HAPPY NEW YEAR. 
a? Striving For Excellence In Catholic Education 


"М JANICE SARICH 
і Trustee - Ward 2 


Edmonton Catholic Schools 
Member of St. Basil’s Parish 
Ph: (780) 476-9716 Fax: (780) 476-9521 
Email: sarichj@ecsd.net 
NOW YOU CAN VISIT ME AT 
www.janicesarich.com 


As your Trustee, І am always available to assist and represent your family's Catholic Education needs. 
If you have any questions, comments, or would like to make an appointment to see me, please contact my office. 


Prayers and best wishes from 
The Metropolitan Andrey Sheptytsky Institute 
of Eastern Christian Studies 


CHRISTISBORN!  ХРИСТОСРАЖДАЄТЬСЯ! 


Інститут східньо-християнських наук 
їм. Митр. Андрея Шептицького 
бажає Вам Веселих Свят Різдва Христового, 
Нового Року і Святого Йордану 

Saint Paul University 
223 Main Street, Ottawa, ON K1S 1C4 


(613) 236-1393 (x2332) Fax: (613) 782-3026 
мм. sheptytsky@ustpaul.ca www. ustpaul.ca/Sheptyisky.htm 


With warmest wishes for a Christmas and 
everything that brings you happiness! 


ХРИСТОС РАЖДАЄТЬСЯ! 


9г б. 


BARRISTERS, SOLICITORS, NOTARIES 


Anton M.S. Melnyk* 


Q.C., C.Arb., В.А., LL.B., LL.M. 


PHONE: (780) 428-8900 
Direct Extension 305 
FAX: (780) 429-8889 


888 CN TOWER, 
10004 - 104 AVENUE 
EDMONTON, ALTA T5J 0K1 


* Denotes Professional Corporation 


З Різдвом Христовим 


Ukrainian Мем5/Українські вісті, December 29, 2003 - Чапиагу 20, 2004, 28 грудня, 2003 - 20 січня, 2004 


Round Hill Parish 


celebrates 


By Laura Strilchuk 

The Transfiguration of Our Lord 
Ukrainian Catholic Church at 
Round Hill, Alberta celebrated a 
very historical day on Aug. 3 — the 
100th Anniversary of the Parish 
which was formed on Jan. 9, 1903. 

This celebration, however, was 
not only specifically for this parish, 
but for all of the Ukrainian commu- 
nities of Canada. One hundred years 
ago, on Oct. 31, 1902, four Basilian 
Fathers and four Sister Servants of 
Mary Immaculate came to Canada 
to form the very first permanent mis- 
sionaries. The first to come to this 
area of Round Lake, now known as 
Round Hill, was Father Sozant 
Dydyk. Over the next 100 years 
there were 23 Basilian Fathers and 
11 Diocesan Priests who served this 
parish. 

The first church built in 1903 was 
dedicated under the Patronage of the 
Transfiguration of Our Lord, with 
the Solemn Blessing taking place on 
Aug. 19, 1904 by Fr. Dydyk. The 
second church was built in 1925 and 
continues to serve this spiritual com- 
munity Today. The feast day of the 
Transfiguration of Our Lord is cel- 
ebrated each year by the parishio- 
ners with a procession around the 
church and the blessing of fruits and 
flowers. 

This year, the day began with a 
formal procession with Bishop 
Lawrence Huculak, six Sister Ser- 
vants and the President of the Par- 
ish to the church. The procession 
was unique in that the vehicles 
which were used in the procession 
consisted of a 1930 Model A Ford, 
a 1934 Dodge, a 1929 Essex and a 
1929 Nash. They were provided by 
the family of Paul Strilchuk. Upon 
the arrival of the Bishop to the 
church, he was greeted by the 
Knights of Columbus, Fr. Vasyl 
Nykyforuk of the Round Hill Par- 
ish, Fr. Mihajlo Planchak of St. 
Josephat’s Cathedral and was wel- 
comed with the traditional greeting 
of the bread and salt by Marion 


святом великої радости та надії, щиро вітає голову Помісної Української Католицької 
Церкви, Блаженішого Патріярха Любомира, Високопреосвященного Митрополита 
Михаїла, Преосвященного Владику Лаврентія, усе Духовенство, Чернецтво, Мирян, 
Проводи і Членство Українських Громадських, Організацій та Інституцій та ввесь 


Український Нарід у світі. 


З нами Бог! 


Христос Народився -- Славімо Його! 


Веселих Свят і щасливого Нового Року 


складає 


_ ЦЕНТРАЛЯ УКРАЇНЦІВ 


КАТОЛИКІВ 
Едмонтонської Кпархії 
з її складовими організаціями 


Давид Коваль, голова Централі 


Иосип Синишин, 


голова Братства YKK 


Гелен Сірман, голова ЛУКЖК 
Маргарета Батті, голова УКЮК 


З 


100th anniversary 


Left to Right: Father Mihajlo Planchak, Bishop Lawrence Huculak and 
Father Vasyl Nykyforuk. 


Strilchuk. 

The Divine Liturgy was cel- 
ebrated with Bishop Lawrence, Fr. 
Planchak, Fr. Nykyforuk, Orest 
Evenyshyn as lector, Joseph Nyky- 
foruk and Gregory Strilchuk as alter 
boys. The Youth Choir of the 
Edmonton Eparchy sang the Liturgy. 
Following the Divine Liturgy was a 
traditional procession with the cross, 
banners, church icons, clergy, sisters, 
and everyone present around the 
church. The procession paused to 
bless the 100th Anniversary Monu- 
ment followed by the blessing of the 
fruits and flowers, then resumed to 
the cemetery where a memorial ser- 
vice was held for all of the pioneers 
of this parish. After this service, the 
procession of vintage vehicles took 
the clergy and sisters to the Round 
НІ Community Hall where the ban- 
quet and program was held. 

The MC and parish president, 
Tom Strilchuk introduced the Head 
Table Guests who included Bishop 
Lawrence, Fr Nykyforuk, Fr. 
Planchak, Fr. Theo Machinski from 
St. Basil’s Parish, Fr. Ignatius Holo- 
waychuk from Sts. Peter and Paul 
Parish, Sr. Bonaventure Kalawsky 
from Sloatsburg, NY, Sr. Martha and 
Sr. Eugenia from Mundare and Sr. 
Rose, Sr. Esther and Sr. Andrea from 
Edmonton. 

Several speeches given by the fol- 


lowing: Bishop Lawrence, Fr. Vasyl 
as Parish Priest, Fr. Machinski and 
Fr. Holowaychuk on behalf of the 
Basilian Fathers, Fr. Planchak on 
behalf of the Diocesan Priests, Sr. 
Rose and Sr. Esther on behalf of the 
Sister Servants, and Sr. Bonaven- 
ture, who was born in this area and 
attended this church along with her 
family. Other speeches which were 
given included Bernie Marko on be- 
half of the Camrose & District 
Ukrainian Parishes, Iola Bartja on 
behalf of the Alberta Historical So- 
ciety and Vern Peterson on behalf 
of the County of Camrose. Presen- 
tations and speeches were also given 
by the Knights of Columbus, Kevin 
Sorenson, MP for the Crowfoot 
Constituency, Bernie Von Tetten- 
born on behalf of the Trondjein 
Lutheran Church in Round Hill and 
Josephine IInicki on behalf of St. 
Stanislaus Roman Catholic Church 
in Round Hill. 

The program was also highlighted 
with entertainment which included 
traditional music performed by Stan 
Wenger on accordion, Mickey 
Kushnerik on guitar, Sam Worth on 
banjo and Walter Cherniak on vio- 
lin. To add to this musical perfor- 
mance were the vocal harmoniza- 
tions of Josephine Wenger, Helen 
Balko, Katie Kriska, Emily 
Dolanchuk and Diane Komarnisky. 


Church-State relations plan discussed in Kyiv 


(RISU.org.ua)—Participants of the round table discussion “Religion 
and State Authorities in Ukraine: Problems in Relations” spoke about the 
vision of church-state relations held by Ukrainian Christian churches. 
Meeting in Ukraine’s capital, Kyiv on Dec. 18, the round table was held 
under the auspices of the Razumkoy Centre for Economic and Political 
Studies, the National Committee on Religious Matters of Ukraine, and 
the Ukrainian branch of the Conrad Adenauer Foundation. 

The main attention at the meeting was given to a plan of church-state 
relations, worked out at the previous meeting on May 23. The plan was 
discussed as a normative and legal document that regulates interdenomi- 
national and church-state relations, in particular, future prospects and ways 
to manage and coordinate them. 


Chief Rabbi of Jerusalem to visit Kyiv 


(RISU.org.ua)—Rabbi Jonah Metzger of Israel accepted an invitation 
from Vadim Rabinovich, leader of the All-Ukrainian Jewish Congress 
and the United Jewish Community of Ukraine, to participate in a an as- 
sembly of Jews of Ukraine to be held in Kyiv in the spring of 2004. This 
news was reported by the information agency “Mignews” on Dec. 17. 

Rabinovich made the invitation during his recent visit to Jerusalem, 
where the two discussed cooperation between Jews in Israel with the All- 
Ukrainian Jewish Congress and the United Jewish Community of Ukraine. 

In addition, Rabbi Metzger participated in the ceremony of the opening 
in Jerusalem of a Jewish centre for those coming to Israel from the CIS 
countries. The centre was built with the money of Vadim Rabinovich. 
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St. Volodymyr in Lethbridge 
celebrates 50th anniversary 


Compiled with files from Stephan Romaniuk 

The Ukrainian community in Southern Alberta re- 
cently celebrated the 50th Anniversary of the estab- 
lishment of St. Volodymyr’s Ukrainian Catholic Church 
in Lethbridge. 

Noy. 9 Bishop Lawrence Huculak of Edmonton 
Eparchy celebrated a High Holy Mass at St. 
Volodymyr’s Church to mark the occasion. Assisting 
Bishop Lawrence were Father Richard Zuback and Fr. 
Mark Bayrock, current priest of St. Volodymyr’s. Dur- 
ing the Mass the church was filled to capacity with pa- 
rishioners and many wellwishers from neighboring St. 
Peter & Paul Greek Catholic Church and from Roman 
Catholic parishes in Lethbridge. 

Following the Mass, the congregation and guests pro- 
ceeded to the parish hall for a celebratory banquet. The 
head table was graced by Bishop Lawrence, Fr. Zuback, 
Fr. Bayrock, as well as several invited speakers each 
of whom extended their congratulations and best 
wishes. They included; Shaun Ward, Alderman, City 
of Lethbridge; Cully Poston, Deputy Superintendent 
of Holy Spirit Catholic School District; Alan 
Makarchuk, President of St. Volodymyr Parish Coun- 
cil; Irene Szulak, Parish Council Treasurer; Stephanie 
Watson U of L student parish member and representa- 
tive of Lethbridge Troyanda Dance Group and Bohdan 
Romaniuk of Calgary who delivered main speech on 
behalf of his father, Stephan Romaniuk of Edmonton 
(one of the founders the parish, who was unable to at- 
tend because of illness). 

Bishop Lawrence focused on the revival in atten- 
dance at Ukrainian Catholic Churches across Alberta 
over the past decade. He also extended his congratula- 
tions and best wishes to the congregation on the occa- 
sion anniversary. 

The principal organizers of the banquet and the an- 
niversary celebrations were Alan Makarchuk and 
Sophie Wityk. In all, same 170 parishioners and guests 
attended. 

Romaniuk noted that from its inception the parish 
has been served by: Dmytro Hnat, Stephan Chekhovsky, 
Roman Levitsky, Mykola Diadio, Teophil Hurko, 
Liubomyr Sevenky, Paul Lysak, A. Muzyka, Zuback 
and Bayrock. 

The years after WWII were a time of massive immi- 
gration to Canada from war-torn Europe. A great many 
of these immigrants were Ukrainians who settled in 
Southern Alberta as agricultural workers brought in to 
work on sugar beet farms. After completing their con- 
tracts, many moved to Lethbridge, in large part, join- 
ing St. Peter & Paul Parish. The parish priest at the 
time, Fr. Chorunzy, gladly accepted these immigrants. 

Dec. 18, 1949 a meeting of church members was held 
to elect the first Parish Committee, which consisted of: 
Stephan Ivaskiw, President; Antin Sorokiwskyj, Vice- 
President; Jerry Ivanusiw, Secretary; Fred Dmyterko, 
Treasurer; Kornelij Wreciona, Committee member; 
Audit Committee Chair, Natalie Danyliw; and Bill 
Hutor and Walter Jakymiw, members of the Audit Com- 
mittee. 

Over the course of the next two years the parish was 
actively engaged in the collection of funds for the con- 
struction of its new church. 

In 1951, Fr. Hnat was replaced by Fr. Chekhovsky 


who immediately undertook the construction of the new 
church. 

Excavation of the church basement commenced in 
April of 1953, and the forms for the foundation of the 
church were built shortly thereafter. Because all of the 
volunteer laborers had their own day jobs, during the 
week all construction work took place in the evening 
and at night. 

When the time came to mix the cement and pour the 
foundation, 12 parishioners agree to meet at 6:00 p.m. 
one evening to complete the task. It was a very de- 
manding job, and the men worked steadily until 2:00 
a.m. Most of those 12 have since passed away, but four 
still with us today: Mykola Motruk, Pavlo Opyr, Fedir 
Golluk, and Stephan Romaniuk. 

By the summer of 1953 the church basement had 
been completed and work had begun on erecting the 
main structure of the church. To mark the occasion, 
Bishop Neil Savaryn was invited by the parish to bless 
the comerstone inside of which was sealed a scroll bear- 
ing the names of all donors to the church construction 
fund as well as the names of the Church Committee 
and Construction Committee members. Bishop Savaryn 
also conducted the first Holy Mass at St. Volodymyr’s 
Church. It was an open air mass, as the church had no 
walls yet. 

The carpentry and finishing work on the basement 
hall of the church was undertaken by volunteer car- 
penters under the guidance and supervision of Mykola 
Opyr, another of the church’s founding members. Other 
parish members who worked as carpenters, bricklay- 
ers, and other tradesmen included W. Mychasiuk, W. 
Wityk, P. Opyr, D. Lejbjuk, J. Kebus, A. Kruchko and 
D. Mycyk. Countless dozens of other parish members 
donated their time. 

The structure was completed by early 1954, although 
much of the interior finishing work was still in progress. 

On Feb. 14, 1954, Fr. Chekhovsky called a meeting 
of the women parishioners for the purpose of organiz- 
ing the Lethbridge Branch of the Ukrainian Catholic 
Women’s League. The organization began with 14 
members, eventually growing in size to some 40 mem- 
bers. 

The parish continued to grow over the years. New 
pews were installed; a residence was built for the par- 
ish priest; a choir loft was constructed; and oak floor 
was laid; and many years later (during the tenure of Fr. 
Sevenky) a beautiful iconostas was built. 

The church basement hall and kitchen were also fin- 
ished. Virtually all of the parish’s activities including 
church meetings, committee meetings, banquets, 
Christmas and Easter festivities, concerts, children’s 
plays, bazaars, bingos, children’s Ukrainian school and 
Ukrainian Youth Association meetings, were held in 
the Church hall. 

St. Volodymyr’s Parish, in time, became the largest 
Ukrainian Catholic community and religious/cultural 
centre in all of Souther Alberta and the home of the 
Lethbridge branch of many Ukrainian organizations 
including the League for the Liberation of Ukraine, the 
Ukrainian Youth Association, the UCWLC, the 
“Boyan” choir, and the Ukrainian Canadian Congress. 
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Пластова станиця в Едмонтоні 
з нагоди Різдвяних Свят та Нового Року 
у) вітає всіх Пластунів у світі, українців Канади, 
/2 діаспори та України та бажає всім 
кріпкого здоров'я, радости, та злагоди. 


ХРИСТОС РАЖДАЄТЬСЯ! 


Пласт 
Організація Української Молоді 

За дальшими інформаціями, дзвоніть на 

число тел. 429-5862 


ХРИСТОС РАЖДАЄТЬСЯ! 
Радісних Різдвяних Свят, а 
з Новим Роком щастя, кріпкого 
здоров'я, успіхів, та сповнення 
мрій українській громаді 
бажають 
Директорка, учителі та 
Батьківський Комітет 


Курсів Українознавства 
im. Івана Франка 
10611 - 110 Ave, Edmonton, AB 
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Радісних Свят Різдва Христового 
та Щасливого Нового Року! 


UKRAINIAN PYSANKA FESTIVAL 2004 
VEGREVILLE, JULY 2, 3, 4, 


¢ Ukrainian Dance, Musical, Language Competitions 
» Alberta Ukrainian Band Showcase 

» Ukrainian Professional Grandstands 

» Yarmarok Trade Show, Folk Art Displays 
«Ту о Evening Dances and Cabaret 

« Trace Your Ukrainian Roots Program 

¢ Pioneer Demonstrations 

¢ Korchma (Beer Garden) 

¢ Ukrainian Food 

* Pioneer Family Recognition 

¢ Ukrainian Music Hall of Honour Recognition "М 
» Children's Petting Zoo and Rides 


Vegreville Cultural Association 
Box 908, Vegreville, Alberta T9C 151; Ph./Fax: (780) 632-2777 
Website: http://www.vegrevillefestival.com 
Email: info@vegrevillefestival.com 


UKRAINIAN TV NETWORK 


KYIV, LVIV 
Philadelphia, Chicago, Sacramento 
Toronto, Ottawa, Montreal, Alberta, Manitoba 


Watch us on the WEB ! 
www.infoukes.com 
tel: 1800 KONTAKT - fax: 416 762 4880 


e-mail: klufas@kontakt.ca 
2118A Bloor St. W. Toronto, Ont. M6S 1М8 


БУДЬМО в КОНТАКТІ! 


By Roman Zakaluzny, Kyiv Post Staff Reporter 

Students competing for the opportunity to serve a two-month internship 
in Canada’s parliament sat for qualifying examinations in Kyiv on Nov. 
29. Of the 450 students who applied this year, only about 25 will be se- 
lected. 

An international exchange program that sends Ukrainian students to 
Canada for two months to intern in that country’s parliament is expanding 
to include Ukrainian-speaking post-secondary students in three former 
Soviet Caucasian republics. 

And according to Ihor Bardyn, director of the Canada-Ukraine Parlia- 
mentary Program, it will be just in the nick of time for the “eastern 
Diasporas.” 

“Ukrainian community life there will weaken and diminish and will 
probably disappear soon,” said Bardyn. 

A native Ukrainian who immigrated to Canada and now practices law 
in Toronto, Bardyn was at Kyiv Mohyla University on Nov. 28 and Nov. 
29 to attend a reunion of past participants in the 14-year-old program, and 
to administer examinations for next summer’s crop of interns. Some of 
the hopeful students came from as far away as Armenia to take the test. 

Of the more than 450 students from across Ukraine who applied to the 
program this year, 109 were invited to Kyiv to take a Ukrainian-language 
examination and demonstrate proficiency in either French or English 
(Canada’s two official languages). 

Competition to get a spot in the program is tight. Bardyn said that only 
about 25 students would get the nod to go to Canada. 

This year, the program is expanding beyond Ukraine’s borders, adding 
spots for each of the three newly independent countries of the Caucasus — 
Georgia, Armenia and Azerbaijan. 

The parliamentary program, which began in 1991, was initially set up 
as a true exchange program, with the intention of sending Canadian stu- 
dents to Ukraine as well. They would intern in the Verkhovna Rada. While 
that part of the program never materialized, the one-way exchange re- 
mained. 

Since then, more than 300 students have served two-month stints in the 
offices of a Canadian member of parliament. Some were there in the midst 
of federal election campaigns, and observed how they are run in Canada. 

The students return with a better command of English, improved chances 
of gaining full graduate scholarships abroad, different perspectives on poli- 
tics and society, and improved job prospects, Bardyn said. 

Program alumni who attended the reunion in Kyiv are now serving on 
city councils in Yalta, Odessa and Lviv, or working for the Constitutional 
Court. Universities across the country have hired the former students, as 
have the World Bank and Ukraine’s embassies in Washington and Ot- 
tawa. 

One alumnus, who now works for Poltava Petroleum, made a $1,000 
donation to the program during the reunion. 

“Fourteen years ago, we wanted to give the opportunity to Ukrainian 
students to observe the Canadian parliament, meet Canadians and see the 
work of the Ukrainian community in Canada,” Bardyn said. “Then, to 
take it all back and perhaps have some of it applied in Ukraine.” 

By expanding to include new countries, Bardyn said, he was paying 
heed to a resolution passed by the World Ukrainian Congress last summer 
in Kyiv. The congress was critical of Ukrainians around the world and in 
Ukraine for neglecting Ukrainian-speakers living outside Ukraine, in coun- 
tries other than western liberal democracies like Canada, the United States 
and Australia. 

“The eastern Diaspora is often neglected,” agreed Bardyn. “Expanding 
the program to those countries will bring a whole new perspective to the 
program. It’s a Diaspora that’s been ignored by Ukraine, and by the West- 
ern Diaspora.” 

After the Caucasus, Bardyn said, he hoped to expand the program to 
students in Russia, which has a Ukrainian population of more than 2 mil- 
lion by some accounts. 

China has a small Ukrainian Diaspora as well. 

“We're going to go as far as China. On their border there’s a place called 
Zeleney Klyn,” said Bardyn. “Ukrainians fled there after the World Wars.” 

The program is funded with interest earned on a $1 million endowment 
fund put up entirely by Ukrainians living in Canada. Though students are 
required to have a working knowledge of the Ukrainian language, that has 
not restricted students from other ethnic groups from participating in the 
past. 

“Other countries promote themselves in this way,” said Bardyn. “We 
don’t restrict Russians from participating. It’s a question of attitude. You 
have to be tolerant, and you have to speak Ukrainian. Interestingly enough, 
in one of our first years, three out of five of the interns were ethnic Rus- 
sians.” 

Bardyn said that he does not see his program differing much from other 
international language-promotion organizations, like Alliance Francaise 
or the Goethe Institute, which promote the use of the French and German 
languages, respectively. 

“It’s a rule of the program,” said Bardyn. “No one should be offended. 
But the challenge has made people prepare themselves.” 
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"Students vie for |Lessons in Ukrainian 
Ottawa internship U of S students travel to get first-hand look 


By Darlene Polachic, 
Special to the Saskatoon Sun, Nov. 23, 2003 

Eight students from the U of S had the opportunity 
to study for six weeks in Lviv, Ukraine, this past sum- 
mer and get university credit for it. JoAnne Sauder was 
one them. 

Sauder was involved in a Study Abroad program co- 
ordinated jointly by St. Thomas More College, the U 
of S, and Ukrainian Catholic University in Lviv. The 
program offers English-speaking students a unique op- 
portunity to pursue their studies in a post-socialist so- 
ciety, all the while earning credits from their Canadian 
university. 

Sauder took nine credits worth of classes. “I took 
Culture Class and a class on Religious Studies. It fo- 
cused a lot on the Ukrainian Catholic and Ukrainian 
Orthodox churches,” she says. “Part of the course in- 
volved going out into the country to see various 
churches and religious icons.” 

Sauder has no Ukrainian background, but she says 
she has always been interested in Eastern Europe. She 
is enrolled in International Studies but had never been 
abroad before. “When I saw the poster advertising the 
Study Abroad in Ukraine program, it seemed like a good 
opportunity. And price was right. For about $2,600 plus 
the cost of your flight, you get all your food, accom- 
modation, and travel within the country paid, plus tu- 
ition for nine-credits worth of classes.” 

Scholarship dollars are available through some de- 
partments at the U of S and the Ukrainian Canadian 
Congress also offers scholarships. 

Sauder says the most lasting impression of her time in 
Ukraine was meeting the people. “I lived in a dorm, and 
had my own Ukrainian tutor assigned. We e-mail now.” 

Jillian Staniec always dreamed of going to Ukraine. 
“Thave only a little bit of Ukrainian heritage but it’s a 
proud bit,” she says. “I used to be in Ukrainian danc- 
ing. I thought if I got really good, that might get me to 
Ukraine, but it didn’t. When I saw this program adver- 
tised, I knew I wanted to go.” 

Staniec took Ukrainian Language for credit and au- 
dited Ukrainian History. 

For her, one of the best parts was staying with a host 
family who spoke a little German but no English. “They 
had two children. The older one, a teenage boy, and I 
had music interests in common.” 

Dr. Natalia Shostak, associate professor in the De- 
partment of Religious Studies and Anthropology, and 
session co-ordinator in Ukrainian Studies Teaching 
Consortium at the U of S, is in charge of the Study 
Abroad in Ukraine program. “It’s purpose is to support 
Ukrainian studies on campus and help students gain 
international experience,” she says. “It is not necessar- 
ily Ukrainian students who go. Many come from non- 
Ukrainian backgrounds.” Shostak is from Ukraine origi- 
nally. She came to Canada in 1992 and earned a doc- 
torate in Anthropology and Ukrainian Folklore from 


the U of A. 

Students take their classes at UCU in Lviv. Courses 
they can choose from include Ukrainian Language, 
Ukrainian Culture, Ukrainian History, Political Stud- 
ies and Anthropology. 

Shostak says it was a true international setting be- 
cause it included not only students from Canada, but 
from several other international countries, as well, “all 
sharing experiences and struggling together in their 
studies.” 

The six weeks were broken into two sessions. Typi- 
cally, students did language classes in the moming, and 
culture class beginning at 2 p.m. for two and a half 
hours. Class hours were not all spent at the university. 
There were field trips, too. Three days a week were 
reserved for excursions, both in and out of town. 

On Sundays, the students went on city tours and trips 
to monasteries, historic castles and rural villages. One 
place they visited was the village from which the first 
Ukrainian immigrants to Canada came. A monument 
there commemorates these early settlers. “It was very 
interesting,” said one student, “because we know many 
of the descendants of those people.” 

Laura Beddome went on the Study Abroad in Ukraine 
program because her family history is centred in 
Ukraine and she wanted to travel there to gain first hand 
experience of the culture and the people. She has many 
poignant memories. 

“In one village, we bought some handcrafted items 
from a lady,” she recalls. “We gave her the equivalent 
of $12 for one piece. She had never seen a bill that 
large before. “Can I keep this?’ she asked. ‘Is it mine to 
spend?’ I found that very touching.” 

Alyssa Peel is a student of politics. “I went to Ukraine 
because I felt it was important to balance my western 
education with something else. I came to understand a 
little bit about the people of Ukraine, their orientation, 
where they’re coming from. It opens your eyes. You 
realize there are important alternatives to our western 
way of life.” 

Something that impressed all the students was the 
positive outlook the youth of Ukraine have regarding 
the future of their country. “I was surprised at how hope- 
ful they seem to be,” one student remarked. “They 
talked about the bad economic situation, and some are 
going to Western Europe to study but they have a great 
desire to see things in their country change and know 
they will have to go back to be part of making those 
changes happen.” 

Posters are already up for the 2004 Study Abroad in 
Ukraine program which will take place June 17 to Aug. 
4. An additional week is being added this time. Shostak 
hopes eventually the program will encompass a full 
spring semester. 

For information on the program, contact Dr. Natalia 
Shostak at 966-8958, or e-mail _ to 
natalia.shostak@usask.ca. 


(Spiral Com- 
munications )—In 
December 2003, 
the new revised 
edition of the 
book Made in 
Saskatchewan by 
Judith Silver- 
thorne was laun- 
ched. This excit- 
ing biography 
highlights the in- 
novative, eccen- 
tric, and industri- 
ous nature of one 
of Saskatche- 
wan’s first promi- 
nent potters. Peter 
Rupchan was 


Book about pioneer potter launched 


Peter Rupchan with his pottery. 


more than just an- 
other pioneer trying to survive the hardships and per- 
sonal tragedies of early settlement. Considered a folk 
hero by some, by others a genius in his own time, 
Rupchan worked his clay with a passion, fulfilled a 
dream and left behind a meaningful historical legacy. 
Rupchan established his pottery works just north of 
the northeastern Saskatchewan community of 
Usherville. From there he traveled extensively selling 
and bartering his wares during the depression and early 
1940s. The book also captures other innovations and 
the humour of this unique pioneering spirit. It is this 
stalwart character and his adventurous experiences that 


Silverthorne brings to life in this remarkable portrayal 
of his life. 

The book, Made in Saskatchewan: Peter Rupchan, 
Ukrainian Pioneer & Potter features the world of 
Rupchan (1882-1944) as he struggled to find local clay, 
build his kilns, and capture wind power for grinding 
his clay and glazes to produce his valuable art. 

Silverthorne was recently honoured with the 
Saskatchewan Book Award for Children’s Literature. 
She із a two-time recipient of this award, and has 5еу- 
eral books to her credit. She has also written various 
articles for Saskatchewan’s weekly newspapers. 
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Probe urged after 


(RWB)—Reporters Without Borders 
(RWB) and the Institute for Mass Media (IMI) 
have called for the fullest investigation into 
the death of Volodymyr Karachevtsev, deputy 
editor of the weekly Kurier, who was found 
hanged from the handle of the refrigerator in 
his apartment. 

Karachevtsev, who was also a correspon- 
dent for the online newspaper Vlasti.net and 
chaired the regional independent journalists’ 
union in Zaporizhia was found dead on Dec. 
14 at his home in Melitopol. 

“The circumstances of the death of this jour- 
nalist, who was critical of the local authori- 
ties, are particularly disturbing and the infor- 
mation we have obtained is contradictory,” 
said RWB and the IMI in a letter to the Ukrai- 
nian prosecutor-general, Hennadiy Vassiliev. 

“Given the fragile state of press freedom in 
your country and of the history which we all 
remember, we call on you to personally en- 
sure that the police investigation is carried out 
with the utmost rigour, speed and openness. 
To rule out the motive of his professional work 
at this stage of the investigation, would seem 
to be a serious mistake in our eyes,” the letter 
concluded. 

Karachevtsev, 47, father of two children and 
a former Naval officer, was found by his ex- 
wife, Zinaida, hanging by the collar of his 
pullover from the handle of the refrigerator 
just 70 cms from the ground. 

The day before, his former wife had vis- 

* ited the journalist, who was upset by the death 
of his father a week earlier. The journalist was 
buried two days after his death, on Dec. 16. 

The Melitope! prosecutor, Leonid 
Vasylenke; fias announced the opening of an 
jprestigation. He said that Karachevtsev died 

- фот a ‘mechanical asphyxia’, that local medi- 
cal experts had already carried out some tests 
and that other samples taken were yet to be 
examined. 

“cording to the prosecutor and the deputy 
head of the teal police, Oleg Bukach, sui- 
cide has been rulca-aut. Police say that for 
the moment they consider it most likely to 
have been an accidental death. 

Bukach said on Dec. 16 that the journalist, 
who was in a drunken state, had fallen and 
the collar of his pullover had caught on the 
refrigerator handle, strangling him. He said 
the police had not found his apartment in any 
state of disorder. He told Reporters Without 
Borders that some expert results, which had 
to be kept confidential, had already reached 


him and that the body of the victim showed 
no signs of violence. 

The journalist’s colleagues and in particu- 
lar the editor in chief of Kurier, Thor Yenin, 
rejected the accident theory and were con- 
vinced that he had been murdered to stop him 
revealing information that would have been 
embarrassing for the local authorities. 

The editorial team, which is carrying out is 
own investigation, said that the apartment was 
in fact in a disordered state and that the po- 
lice, who did not yet have the alcohol test re- 
sults, should be wary of jumping to any hasty 
conclusions. 

Karacheyvtsev had recently been working on 
investigations into corruption involving vari- 
ous local political officials, in connection with 
the sale by the mayor of a state-owned prop- 
erty at a low price and on the bankruptcy of 
the Start plant. 

In an interview with IMI, Igor Yenin said 
that Karachevtsev had gone reporting not far 
from the town a week earlier and his equip- 
ment, in particular a dictaphone and a camera 
should have been in the apartment. He had 
reported receiving death threats and being the 
victim of a physical attack at the start of the 
year. 

Several elements, that appeared in the press, 
give rise to the suspicion that it could be a 
murder linked to his work as a journalist. On 
Dec. 16 in the afternoon, the editorial office 
of Vlasti.net took an anonymous call from a 
man who said in a cheerful voice, “That’s one 
idiot less. Wait and see what happens next. I 
will call you back.” 

The journalists, who managed to get the 
telephone number, gave the information to the 
prosecutor’s office, which quickly identified 
the caller. According to the prosecutor, 
Vasylenko, it was the director of the Melitopol 
city business service. 

Kurier often publishes articles that are ex- 
tremely critical of the town mayor, Vasyl 
Yefymenko, and his deputy, Oleksander 
Ilchuk. As for the site Vlasti.net, set up by the 
union of local independent journalists, it had 
set itself the task of exposing and condemn- 
ing every dubious practice carried out by the 
local autliorities and local politicians. 

RWB and IMI point out that Heorhiy 
Gongadze, editor in chief of the online news- 
paper Pravda.com.ua, and Ihor Alexandrov, 
director-general of TOR television, both 
highly critical of the government, were mur- 
dered respectively in 2000 and 2001. 


OSCE and CE concerned 
over death of journalist 


(OSCE)—Walter Schwimmer, Secretary 
General of the Council of Europe, and Freimut 
Duve, OSCE Representative on Freedom of 
the Media, voiced their concern Dec. 18 over 
the death of another journalist in Ukraine. 

Volodymyr Karachevtsev, Chairman of the 
Independent Regional Union of Journalists 
and acting Editor-in-chief of Kuryer newspa- 
per, was found dead on Dec. 14 in Melitopol, 
Zaporizhzhya region. Local police believe that 
his death was a result of an accident, but have 
not ruled out murder. 

“This is not the first case of a Ukrainian 
journalist to be found dead under suspicious 
circumstances. In October 2002, news agency 
director Mykhailo Kolomiets was found hang- 


ing from a tree in neighbouring Belarus. The 
case of killed Internet journalist Heorhiy 
Gongadze is still pending,” said Duve. 

In the past, Karachevtsev received threats 
after writing articles about corruption among 
local government officials and businessmen. 
Karachevtsev’s wife also claims that his death 
was not an accident or a suicide. 

Since 1991, media organizations estimate 
that 18 journalists have died in Ukraine be- 
cause of their work. Many of these cases re- 
main unsolved. 

“We urge the Ukrainian authorities to con- 
duct a thorough and swift investigation into 
the death of Volodymyr Karachevtsev and to 
make the findings public,” said Schwimmer. 


PG reports no progress in Gongadze case 


(RFE/RL)—Prosecutor-General Hennadiy 


_ Vasilyev told journalists on Dec. 17 that in- 


vestigators have not solved the homicide of 
Interet journalist Heorhiy Gongadze in 2000 
and have no suspects in the case, Interfax re- 
ported. 

Vasilyev said the announcement by former 
Prosecutor-General Svyatoslav Piskun that the 


Gongadze case would soon be solved was 
unfounded. 

Piskun said in September that prosecutors 
concluded an investigation into the Gongadze 
slaying and placed three suspects on a search 
list, but he declined to reveal their identities. 

President Kuchma replaced Piskun with 
Vasilyev in November. 
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Transfer of Odesa Rusyn 


journalist found hanged Orthodox Church to UOC- 
MP illegal, say deputies 


(RISU.org.ua) — Eleven national deputies 
of Ukraine said the intention of authorities of 
southern Ukrainian Odesa to transfer the 
Church of St. John of Kronstadt of the Odesa 
eparchy of the Rusyn True Orthodox (Cata- 
comb) Church (RTOC) to the Ukrainian Or- 
thodox Church-Moscow Patriarchate (UOC- 
MP) was unconstitutional and illegal. They 
expressed their great concem over the situa- 
tion with the RTOC’s church in a letter re- 
cently sent to S.R. Hrynevetskyi, head of the 
Odesa regional administration, V.M. 
Novatskyi, head of the Odesa regional coun- 
cil, and R.B. Bodelan, mayor of Odesa. This 
news was reported by the press service of the 
RTOC on Dec. 12. 

“Interference in the life of a religious com- 
munity and privileged treatment of any reli- 
gious organization (in this case, the UOC-MP) 
to the detriment of another religious organi- 
zation (in this case, the RTOC) are unaccept- 
able,” reads the letter. “Ukraine is a demo- 
cratic state, governed by law, whose priori- 
ties are to guarantee the rights and freedoms 
of its citizens, in particular concerning reli- 
gion. We believe that, while dealing with in- 
terreligious relations between different 
churches, the Ukrainian authorities need to 
abide by civilized norms that give everyone 
the right to profess their religion and perform 
religious rites (unless they contradict the cur- 
rent law), regardless of personal likes or pref- 
erences.” 

The deputies stressed that the Church of St. 
John of Kronstadt is the only church building 
of the RTOC in the Odesa region and the 
UOC-MP has more than 400 churches. Con- 
sequently, in order to secure interdenomina- 
tional peace and preserve the democratic and 
legal principles of Ukraine’s development, the 


request of the RTOC not to transfer its church 
to the UOC-MP should be satisfied. 

In addition, the deputies asked the Odesa 
authorities to give the RTOC eparchial admin- 
istration in Odesa the plot of land with a bell 
tower near the church and all the other build- 
ings that belong to the church complex. They 
advised the reversal of the decision of the 
Odesa city council of Aug. 9, 2002 on the con- 
struction of two apartment buildings for a fu- 
ture hotel and entertainment center on the ter- 
ritory of the church. 

Among those who signed the letter were 
deputies V. Stretovych, M. Zhulynskyi, H. 
Udovenko, M. Katerynchuk, Ihnatenko, Y. 
Pavlenko, M. Martynenko, O. Rybachuk, A. 
Matvienko, K. Sytnyk and O. Suhoniako. 

According to the RTOC press service, de- 
spite this letter, the Committee on Interna- 
tional Relations, Property Relations and In- 
vestment of the Odesa regional council on 
Oct. 28 decided to transfer the church to the 
UOC-MP. This decision was made at the re- 
quest of Metropolitan Ahafanhel (Savin) of 
Odesa of the UOC-MP. The RTOC believes 
that by making this decision the regional coun- _ 
cil ignored the opinion of the RTOC faithful 
and national deputies. The RTOC also be- 
lieves the council also violated the Constitu- 

tion of Ukraine, the Law of Ukraine on “Free- 
dom of Conscience and Religious Organiza- 
tions,” and other normative acts that guaran- 
tee equal rights and conditions for existing 
religious organizations in Ukraine without 
exceptions. 

The RTOC faithful consider such actions 
of the local authorities as interference in their 
internal spiritual life and an attempt to pro- 
voke a religious conflict in the region and put 
pressure on the church. 


UOC-MP protest 
Romanian parish in Odesa 


(RISU.org.ua)—Metropolitan Ahafanhel 
(Savin) of the Odesa and Izmail eparchy of 
the Ukrainian Orthodox Church-Moscow Pa- 
triarchate (UOC-MP) has sent a letter to the 
Ukrainian government protesting the recent 
registration of the first autonomous parish of 
the Romanian Orthodox Church in Ukraine, 
in the Odesa region. The news was released 
by the press service of the organization 
“Single Fatherland” on Dec. 15. 

The Romanian Orthodox parish was regis- 
tered in the village of Kamyshivka, Izmail dis- 
trict, Odesa region. The parish is headed by 
Fr. Anatolii Krystia of the Bessarabia 


Metropolitanate of the Romanian Orthodox 
Church. 

In a letter to Anatolii Senchuk, head of the 
Department on Religious Matters in the Odesa 
region, Metropolitan Ahafanhel stressed that 
“the aim of the creation of the Romanian 
Bessarabia Metropolitanate in the Odesa re- 
gion is not only spiritual proselytism, but also 
to propagandize the separation of southern- 
most Odesa territories from Ukraine.” The 
metropolitan calls the Bessarabia 
Metropolitanate “the stronghold of Romanian 
chauvinism in Ukraine.” 


Archbishop Шог denies break” 


(RISU.org.ua)—Archbishop Thor 
(Isichenko) of the Kharkiv and Poltava 
eparchy of the Ukrainian Autocephalous Or- 
thodox Church (UAOC) on Dec. 13 (the feast 
of St. Andrew, Julian Calendar) participated 
in the great council of the Lviv branch of the 
Brotherhood of St. Andrew. After the coun- 
cil, the archbishop spoke about his eparchy, 
refuting information that it has broken off re- 
lations with the rest of the UAOC. 

Archbishop Thor was invited by Roman 
Maksymovych, head of the brotherhood, who 
delivered a report entitled “I Believe in One, 
Holy, Universal and Apostolic Church,” and 
stressed that the brotherhood’s activity is tar- 
geted at protecting the main ideals of the 
church and its purity. 

St. Andrew’s Brotherhood has 35 centres 
and publishes a newspaper “The Tower of the 
Dormition.” In addition, it conducts pilgrim- 
ages and conducts catechesis for its members. 
However, the brotherhood is not popular with 


church hierarchs, according to the press cen- 
tre of the Kharkiv and Poltava consistory of 
the UAOC. 

After the council, Archbishop Thor also 
commented on the situation with his 
consistory and the UAOC. He refuted infor- 
mation that the Kharkiv and Poltava eparchy 
of the UAOC has broken off relations with 
the rest of the UAOC. 

He said that the Kharkiv and Poltava 
eparchy is trying to preserve the UAOC’s tra- 
ditions and renew relations with western 
Ukrainian eparchies. But the National Com- 
mittee on Religious Matters of Ukraine is 
making the Kharkiv and Poltava eparchy reg- 
ister its new statutes as a separate religious 
organization, and delays with its registration 
are explained by the eparchy’s unwillingness 
to take such a step. Finally, Archbishop Thor 
called upon reporters on religion to learn to 
analyze information and provide up-to-date 
coverage of religious life. 
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Koridze helps 


(UEFA)—Ukraine is looking forward to the 2004 FIFA Futsal World 
Championship after seeing off the challenge of Belarus in their play-off 


пе. 


The 2003 UEFA European Futsal Championship runners-up recorded a 
3-2 win against Belarus at a packed Druzhba Sports Palace in Donetsk 
Dec. 17, to clinch a 7-2 aggregate success. The home side, who were 
missing some key players to suspension and injury, took their time to get 


going but their place in the finals was never really in doubt. 


The match began at a slow tempo but the home crowd went wild in the 
14th minute when the prolific striker Serhiy Koridze neatly finished after 
superbly controlling a tricky pass from Fedir Pylypiv. Two minutes later, 
the lead was extended when Maxym Pavlenko surged clear after winning 
possession and fired into the net. A minute before the interval, Serhiy 
Sytin and Vitaliy Brunko combined to provide Pylypiv with his side’s 


third. 


The Belarussians showed plenty of spirit in the second period and had a 
number of excellent chances that tested the in-form Ukraine goalkeeper 
Olexiy Popov. The visitors managed to pull two goals back though, through 


Vitali Bichankou and Sergei Kouznetsov. 


Turning his thoughts to the finals in Chinese Taipei, Ukraine coach 
Gennady Lysenchuk said: “We fulfilled our task and I am pleased with 
that. The score is not important today. Belarus are a very good team and 
their [qualifying round] win over the Netherlands proved that.” His oppo- 
site number Valeriy Dosko praised the victors. “I am quite sure Ukraine 
will perform well in the finals. We started well and had some good chances 


to take the lead but Popov played a great game.” 


Briefly : 


Ukraine to participate in World Juniors 


(UkrNews)—Ukraine will be participating in the 2004 World Junior 
Hockey Championships, which will be held in Finland, Dec. 26, 2003 — 
Jan 5, 2004. Ukraine is in Group B with Canada, Finland, the Czech Re- 
public and Switzerland. Group A consists of Russia, the USA, Slovakia, 


Sweden and Austria. 


Khodukin accepts Kryvbas role 


(UEFA)—FC Kryvbas Kryvyi Rih have named Valentin Khodukin as their 
interim coach until the end of the season, more than three weeks after 
parting company with previous incumbent Volodymyr Muntyan. Muntyan 
was relieved of his duties on Nov. 20 following a board meeting arranged 
to discuss the club’s indifferent start to the Ukrainian season. Kryvbas had 
been looking for a full-time replacement, but decided to hand Khodukin 
the reins for the second half of the campaign. The 64-year-old previously 


coached FC Karpaty Lviv. 
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Wladimir Klitschko stops 
Ukraine to victory | Nicholson in 4th round 


Former WBO champion Wladimir Klitschko 
stopped Danell Nicholson in the fourth round of a non- 
title heavyweight fight before 12,000 spectators in Kiel, 
Germany, Dec. 20. 

The bout was stopped with 1 minute, 16 seconds 
left in the fourth round as Klitschko battered his op- 
ponent on the ropes after knocking him down a few 
seconds earlier, reported the Associated Press. 

The 27-year-old Klitschko is the younger of the two 
fighting Ukrainian brothers, with brother Vitali also a 
top heavyweight contender. 

“Tt wasn’t easy, but he moved a lot and it isn’t easy 
to hit a moving target,” said Klitschko, who improved 
to 43-2 with 39 knockouts. “But the important thing is 
it will continue for me and Vitali next year. 

Wladimir Klitschko lost his WBO title in March 
when he was beaten in two rounds by South African 
Corrie Sanders. 


In August, Klitschko knocked out overmatched 
Fabio Moli of Argentina in 97 seconds. 

Nicholson, who record slipped to 42-5 with 32 
knockouts, tried to tie up the 6-foot-7 Klitschko from 
the opening seconds. He was penalized a point for 
holding in the second and warned again in the third. 

“Tt wasn’t working. When it isn’t working you try 
some things,” Nicholson said. 

The end came quickly as Klitschko knocked him 
into the ropes with a left hook in the fourth, then fol- 
lowed with some combinations. After Nicholson got 
back up, the Ukrainian sent him into the ropes again 
with a short right to the head. 


Foreman plea for Lennox rematch 


By David Smith, Evening Standard, Dec. 18, 2003 

Lennox Lewis should agree to a rematch with world 
heavyweight title rival Vitali Klitschko, according to 
ring legend George Foreman. 

The former world champion was watching ringside 
in Los Angeles six months ago when Lewis scored a 
sixth-round technical knockout over Klitschko when 
the giant Ukrainian sustained cuts to his left eye. 

Klitschko had dominated the early stages of the fight 
and, when the referee waved it off, he was ahead of 
Lewis on all three judges’ scorecards. 

Lewis, a veteran at 38, is now considering whether to 
hang up his gloves or fight Klitschko again next spring. 

Foreman, who won the world heavyweight champi- 
onship on his 25th birthday in 1973 and then made his- 
tory 20 years later by becoming the oldest ever heavy- 
weight title-holder at 45, insisted that Lewis should go 
back for a rematch. 

In London to promote his new Cafe George food 
griller, Foreman said: “If Lewis walked away from 
Klitschko now, he might end up spending the rest of 
his life regretting he didn’t prove that he could beat 
this guy fair and square.” 

In a remarkable testimony to Lewis, the American 
added: “I believe he will fight on. 


A challenge has been made by Klitschko and Lewis 
has never, ever, been afraid of a challenge. 

“How do I know that? Because of what I saw in that 
first fight between those two. 

“Klitschko caught Lewis by surprise early on and, at 
the end of one round, Lewis just flopped down on to 
his stool. At that moment I saw the question ‘what am 
I fighting here for?’ appear in his face. 

“As a boxer who has been where Lewis was at that 
moment, I could read what was going on in his mind,” 
added Foreman. 

“A clever champion like him will have all his money 
tucked away safe. A lot of men in his position then 
would have turned their back on Klitschko and said 
“forget it’. But he got up off his stool and continued 
with the fight. 

“That proved he’s a fine, tough man. He’s up there 
in my top five of all time after Joe Louis, Rocky 
Marciano, Jack Dempsey and Jack Johnson. 

“He’s aggressive, he uses all his skills including that 
long, left jab, and has a right hand he throws like a 
baseball bat. But he has always handled himself like« | 
gentleman. 

“Believe me, there’s never beez а Champion like 
that.” 


Lebid saunters home at European 
Cross Country Championships 


(IAAF)—Ukraine’s Serhiy Lebid proved invincible 
in the Dec. 14 senior men’s race at the 10th Spar Euro- 
pean Cross Country championships in Holyrood Park, 
winning his fourth gold medal, an unprecedented third 
consecutive title in the short history of this event. 

Lebid who had been training at altitude and had flown 
in direct from his Italian base to take part, was always 
in the leading pack throughout the race which inciden- 
tally got off to a false start, something which in terms 
of cross country racing is surely pretty historic in it- 
self! However, there was to be nothing faulty in Lebid’s 
tactics as the race unfolded. 

After a pedestrian paced first lap апа the field had 
sorted itself out after tackling the first of five ascents 
up Haggis Knowe, the rugged hill which at 20 metres 
in height dominated the features of this 10,095 metres 
long course, Lebid was already among the large head 
pack of runners, many of whom took momentary turns 
in the lead. 

The leading pretenders to Lebid’s crown at this stage 
were Spain’s Fabian Roncero and Juan Carlos de la 
Ossa, France’s Driss El] Himer and Mustapha Essaid, 
Belgium’s Tom Van Hooste, and even fellow Ukrai- 
nian Yevhen Bozhko. It was Roncero and de la Ossa 
though who were the most active in the vanguard, regu- 
larly pushing the pace but on each occasion Lebid hoy- 
ered like a shadow on their heels. De la Ossa was seem- 
ingly not overawed at all. In fact with nearly 15 min- 
utes on the clock and the Ukrainian happy to sit back 
and let the Spaniard do all the work, he looked over his 
shoulder and cheekily beckoned for Lebid to do his 
share at the front, which he duly did. 

The shared pace setting of these two began to open 
the field apart, gradually seeing off the challenge of 
Roncero and the rest. A five second lead over the main 
chasing pack suddenly appeared as if by magic, as Lebid 
began to cast his spell over his rivals. The break had 
grown to an eight seconds margin by the time that the 
leading pair were joined by Portugal’s Eduardo 


Henriques, 35, the 1999 silver medallist, who had made 
a long sustained solo break of his own from seemingly 
nowhere, to catch up, and complete the triumvirate who 
would eventually make up the medal podium. 

With Van Hooste, Boshko, the French and Roncero 
cast more and more adrift, the question now was merely 
how the medal colours would be distributed among the 
leading trio. However, in this respect there remained a 
good deal of uncertainty for it wasn’t just Lebid who 
was running easy. De la Ossa, 27, who was ninth at the 
World 5000m track finals this August, also looked very 
comfortable. 

Yet we should have known that Lebid, who hadn’t 
raced since improving his half marathon personal best 
in September (61:49) at the Great North Run, was just 
toying with his two followers. Finally, in the 22nd 
minute of the race Lebid made his decisive move and 
by the bell lap (25:29 for 8325m) the 28 year-old was 
17 seconds ahead of his Spanish opponent, who going 
up Haggis Knowe for the final time made his own break 
from Henriques, who quickly fell further back. 

By the finish Lebid was in full flow and strode ef- 
fortlessly across the finish in 30:47, twenty-one sec- 
onds ahead of de la Ossa who was another seven sec- 
onds in front of Henriques. However, the Portuguese 
only just managed to hold off an impressive finish from 
Van Hooste (4th, 31:18) and Bozhko (Sth 31:19), who 
along with Roncero (6th 31:23) had done most of the 
work at the front of the main chasing pack. 


Lebid back for second bid 


(Ananova)—European champion Serhiy Lebid will 
chase a second title on British soil in less than a month 
when running in the Great North Cross Country on Jan. 
3.The Ukrainian, who on Dec. 14 equaled Portuguese 
runner Paulo Guerra’s record of four victories in the 
European championships, faces a tough task at the 
Tyneside venue against top African athletes over nine 
kilometres. 


/ / 
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Kozachenko case at *“‘dead end”’ 


(www.AgriMarket.Info,—Members of Ukrainian 
Agrarian Confederation (UAC) consider that the crimi- 
nal case, started against ex Deputy Prime Minister for 
Agriculture Leonid Kozachenko, has come to a “dead 
end”. 

On the whole, since the start of the hearing of the 
criminal case there have been interrogated more than 
10 witnesses for the prosecution, while there are 517 
witnesses on this case in total. The absurdity of the 
situation is that none of the interrogated witnesses has 
actually given any evidence, disclosing any criminal 
activities of Kozachenko in the period of his vice- 
premiership, the UAC press-service said. 

The most important witnesses for prosecution have 
not turned up at the hearing at all, while others have 
changed sides from prosecution for the defence party, 
the defendant’s lawyers have said. 

The overwhelming majority of the witnesses, though, 
have not arrived at court at all, a UAC spokesman was 
saying. It turned out to be that in many court’s sum- 
mons no date and time, for which the witness had been 
summoned to court, had been indicated at all. There 
were cases when witnesses got to know about their “ab- 


sence” at the hearing from media reports, the spokes- 
man said. 

Also, there were multitudinous breaches on the part 
of General Prosecutor’s Office officials in the course 
of witnesses’ interrogation during the preliminary in- 
vestigation. In particular, the Judge Angela Stryzhnevska 
expressed quite grounded discontent when it had tummed 
to the surface that some of the witnesses had not been 
informed at a preliminary interrogation about criminal 
responsibility for untruthful evidence, and other simi- 
lar mistreatments had occurred. Some of the interro- 
gated people did not even know the cause of their being 
interrogated, the UAC spokesman said. 

“The only conclusion, which is to be made now, is 
that neither representatives of General and City Pros- 
ecutors’ Offices . nor the defence attorneys for L. 
Kozachenko, nor other participants of the hearings see 
any point in continuation of hearing of this case”, the 
spokesman said. 


Agricultural lands used inefficiently 


(www.AgriMarket.Info)—Agricultural lands in 
Ukraine are used inefficiently and the value of land 
resources remains to be low, says Natalya Ruban, 
Deputy Head of the Chief Department for Control 
(KRU). 

Ruban was referring to the outcomes of checks, made 
by her Department, at the state enterprises, reporting 
the Department of Water Resources and the Commit- 
tee for Land Resources of Ukraine, in 2000-2002. 

Speaking at a press-conference Dec, 9, Ruban said 
almost half of the lands for agricultural use had not 
been transferred into private property or private use up 
to the moment. While 98 percent of citizen, entitled 
for land property rights, have Бесепіє owners of the 
land plots, only 43 percent of them have legally con- 
firmed their right by the state land title certificates. 

Ruban s2#d a considerable part of the lands was пої 

шеипдег registration and was being used without any 
“fegal documents issued, confirming the title being 
granted to their owners or users. 


She said results of the inspections had shown that no 
rational usage and protection of lands was being pro- 
vided, which caused degradation of their fertility. Thus, 
land reclamation works, which were planned on 
165,400 hectares, have been actually made on just 1,600 
hectares; out of 1 million hectares of over-moisturized 
and salted lands, the improvement works have been 
done on just 25,000 hectares. 

According to KRU, the general area of degraded and 
low-fertile lands at the moment of the inspections con- 
stituted almost 25 million hectares, which brings an- 
nual losses of more than 30 billion hryvnias. 

Ruban expressed concer by the fact that most of 
the rural inhabitants are discontent with the results of 
the land reform. According to her data, out of 10,000 
people that have been questioned 90 percent reported 
that their financial state had not improved after being 
granted the land share. 

The level of knowledge of the land owners about 
their rights remains to be extremely low, Ruban said. 


Canada, Ukraine want closer cooperation 


(Interfax-Ukraine)—Ukraine and Canada stand for 
a closer cooperation in the tax and financial spheres. 

This was announced in the course of a meeting be- 
tween Verkhovna Rada Deputy Chairman Oleksandr 
Zinchenko and Canadian Ambassador to Ukraine An- 
drew Robinson on Dec. 15, reported the information 
department of Verkhovna Rada. 

The respective parties highly value the level of co- 
operation between the two countries’ parliaments, re- 
ported the secretariat of the Vice-Speaker. They deter- 
mined joint approaches to the implementation of the 
third stage of the Ukraine-Canada intergovernmental 
legislation project. 


Having pointed out a fruitful character of the Ukraine- 
Canada partnership Zinchenko thanked the Ambassa- 
dor for Canada’s persistent support to reforms in the 
country. 

The parties also considered a wide range of issues 
including the political situation in Ukraine, the situa- 
tion in the world, prospects for the political reform 
implementation, and for Ukraine’s EuroAtlantic inte- 
gration. 

In addition, Zinchenko pointed out that relevant inter- 
national structures and countries should reconsider the 
geopolitical importance of Ukraine for the international 
security and development of democracy in the world. 


Isuzu considering truck assembly in Ukraine 


(AFX Europe Focus)—We may export parts to 
Ukraine and assemble trucks there,” said a spokesman 
for Isuzu, Dec. 16, adding that the plan is “still at a 
discussion phase.” 

He was commenting on an earlier report in the Nihon 
Keizai Shimbun that Isuzu will export parts for small- 
and mid-sized trucks to Ukraine early next year and 
assemble the trucks to be sold under the Isuzu brand. 

It would be the first production base to be created in 
the former Soviet Union by a Japanese truck maker, 
the Nihon Keizai said. 


Ukraine calls on EU to 
start negotiating FTA 


(Interfax)—Ukraine has invited the European Union 
to start negotiating an agreement on a free trade zone 
which the country describes as the best way of “meet- 
ing the challenges” of EU enlargement. 

Considering the progress Ukraine has made towards 
acceding to the World Trade Organization, Kyiv is in- 
viting Brussels to begin talks in earnest on the agree- 
ment right away, the Ukrainian Ministry of Economics 
and European Integration said in a press release. 

The statement followed the sixth meeting of the 
Ukrainian-EU committee last week, at which a docu- 
ment was signed on possible changes in relations be- 
tween Ukraine and candidates for EU membership af- 
ter May 1, 2004. 


Isuzu, 12.04 pct owned by General Motors Corp, 
aims to sell 1,000 trucks in the first year, the newspa- 
per said. 

Isuzu has teamed up with the Ukrainian bus maker 
Holding Bogdan since 1999 for production and mar- 
keting of small buses. 

Since 1999, the two firms have produced about 700 
buses annually. This year production has more than 
doubled to 1,500 buses to meet growing demand, the 
Isuzu spokesman said. 

If the truck production and sales operations go well, 
they may consider building a joint venture to produce 
trucks and buses, the Nihon Keizai said. 


Kuchma urges U.S to resume 


funding for reprocessing fuel 


(RFE/RL)—Ukzainian President Leonid Kuchma has 
sent a letter to his U.S. counterpart George W. Bush 
urging him to resume funding for a program of repro- 
cessing of solid fuel for SS-24 ballistic missiles, Interfax 
reported on Dec. 17, quoting the Ukrainian president’s 
press service. 

Kuchma said some 5,000 tons of such fuel is being 
kept at a chemical plant in Pavlovhrad. 

The Ukrainian president recalled that Washington 
obliged itself to help Ukraine rid itself of its store of 
rocket fuel under two 1993 agreements relating to the 
liquidation of nuclear weapons in Ukraine. 


SENIUK and COMPANY 


CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS 


SUITE 316 CAPITAL PLACE, 9707-110 STREET, EDMONTON, ALBERTA T5K 219 


TEL: (780) 482-3431; 
ХРИСТОС РАЖДАЄТЬСЯ! 


23 


FAX: (780) 488-5710 ____ 
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bring you prosperities and happiness! 
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CONSULATE OF UKRAINE 
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Happy Holiday 
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Kuchma orders accident probe 
(RFE/RL)—President Leonid Kuchma has decreed the cre- 
ation of a special commission to investigate a bus accident in 
Crimea in which 17 people died, Ukrainian news agencies 
reported on Dec. 18. A bus carrying miners from Pavlovhrad 
in Dnipropetrovsk Oblast overturned and plummeted 10 
meters down an embankment near Alushta in Crimea on Dec. 
17, killing 17 passengers and injuring 19 others. The previ- 
ous week, another Ukrainian bus overturned on a highway in 
Khmelnytskyy Oblast, killing nine people and injuring 43 in 
an accident police blamed on poor road conditions. 


BYT deputy’s house burned 

(RFE/RL)—The Yuliya Tymoshenko Bloc has appealed to the 
Prosecutor-General’s Office, the Interior Ministry, and the 
Ukrainian Security Service to investigate the circumstances 
under which Yuliya Tymoshenko Bloc lawmaker Yevhen 
Kyrylchuk’s house and car caught fire in Lutsk in northwest- 
em Ukraine on Dec. 15, Interfax reported. The appeal calls 
the fire an “act of political terror,” adding that it took place 
after Kyrylchuk convinced a public forum in Lutsk to oppose 
proposed constitutional amendments that would allow parlia- 
ment, rather than voters, to choose Ukraine’s next president. 


New bishop for Brazil UCs 


(RISU.org.ua}—Dec. 10 Pope John Paul II appointed Basilian 
Fr. Volodymyr Koubetch co-adjutor bishop of the Ukrainian 
Catholic Eparchy of St. John the Baptist in Curitiba, Brazil. 
The ordination ceremony will take place in the Cathedral of 
St. John the Baptist on March 21, 2004. 


Military chopper crashes 

A Ukrainian military helicopter crashed Dec. 17, killing all three 
crew members, reported the Associated Press, citing officials. 
The Soviet-era Mi-8 helicopter was on a routine flight when it 
crashed around midday in the northeastem town of Ozarychi, 
near the Russian border some 320 kilometres from Kyiv, the 
Emergency Situations Ministry said. The cause of the crash 
was under investigation, emergency and military officials said. 


Government urges week off 

(RFE/RL)—The Ukrainian cabinet on Dec. 17 recommended 
that Ukrainian businesses, institutions, and organizations make 
the week of Jan. 1-7 2004 an official holiday, thus allowing 
people to celebrate the New Year and Christmas freely (Julian 
Christmas falls on Jan. 7), UNIAN reported, citing Deputy 
Prime Minister Dmytro Tabachnyk. 
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Report says women face 
discrimination in Ukraine’s job market 


By Valentinas Mite 

(RFE/RL)—A recent “help wanted” ad in the Ukrainian 
newspaper “Iz ruk у ruki” for an office worker reads as fol- 
lows: “Wanted: young woman, 19-35, likeable, slender, at- 
tractive, with knowledge of PCs — high salary.” Another ad, 
this one in “Proponuyu robotu,” says, “Wanted: waitress with 
work experience, under 25, attractive.” 

Ads that emphasize a person’s age and appearance over 
their professional skills, while common, are a serious form 
of discrimination, says Human Rights Watch (HRW). The 
group, in a recent report on Ukraine, says the country’s women 
face serious forms of gender discrimination. The most bla- 
tant types, it says, are related to appearance, marital status, 
and age. 

Rachael Denber at the group’s office in New York told RFE/ 
RL that discrimination often starts with job ads and extends 
to almost all aspects of a woman’s professional life. “There’s 
blatant discrimination in the hiring process and it starts with 
job advertisements geared according to gender,” Denber said. 
“Certain jobs are advertised for men only and it’s usually the 
most prestigious jobs, high-paid jobs. [Less]-prestigious jobs 
are geared specifically for women and we found it over and 
Over again in several different regions of Ukraine, and it seems 
to be a pretty [usual occurrence], it seems to be quite preva- 
lent.” 

Ludmila Fedorenko, a Ukrainian woman living in Kyiv, is 
45 years old and has no official job. She ekes out a living 
caring for the children of a private family. The job pays about 
$100 a month and carries no social security or other benefits. 

She said she’s a victim of age discrimination. “Nobody 
wants to hire a woman who is 45, it is simply impossible for 
те to find a job in either state-owned or private companies,” 
she said. “We have a newspaper that publishes ads, 
“Proponuyu robotu.’ And just take a look what kinds of ads 
they have, what kinds of jobs are offered. They want some 
[women] distributors selling cosmetics and there are very few 
ads offering a normal job. Professional builders are needed, 
but these jobs are for men.” 

Natalia Litovchenko, another middle-aged woman, makes 
her living as an artist. She said she does not feel personally 
discriminated against since she can sell her own paintings. 
But she said she sees evidence of discrimination all around 
her. She talked about her son’s company, which is reluctant 
to hire women. 


“Women are [often] asked, specifically, 
questions about their family status, whether 
they are married, whether they have children. 
If they are married and have very small 
children, they are considered to be, you know, 
undesirable employees because employers 
don’t want to have to pay [social benefits].” 


“My son owns a design company and I know about their 
practice of hiring designers. They are afraid to hire women 
because there is the attitude that women are more emotional 
and they can ruin their projects,” Litovchenko said. She said 
the discrimination continues during the hiring process, when 
women are asked questions about their personal lives. 

The HRW’s Denber said: “Women are [often] asked, spe- 
cifically, questions about their family status, whether they 
are married, whether they have children. If they are married 
and have very small children, they are considered to be, you 
know, undesirable employees because employers don’t want 
to have to pay [social benefits].” 

Denber said employers often consider women with small 
children to be unreliable because the kids may fall ill and the 
woman would then have to stay home. On the other hand, 
women who are married but have no children are also seen as 
unreliable because they may have children someday and a 
company would have to pay matemity benefits. 

To be sure, Ukraine is not the only country where women 
face this type of gender and age discrimination. It’s a prob- 
lem that permeates nearly all societies, both East and West. 

RFE/RL tried to reach some officials in the Ministry of 
Labor and Social Policy, but with no success. є 

The Ukrainian government appears to be in denial. On its 
official website, the government states that protection of 
women’s rights is included in its action plan. However, the 
Internet publication “Transitions Online” recently quoted 
Labor and Social Policy Minister Mykhaylo Papiev as say- 

ing discrimination is not seen as a major issue in the plan. 

Denber said discriminatory practices contradict Ukraine’s 
international agreements and its constitution. She said itcould 
also hamper Ukraine’s long-term goal of joining the Euro- 
pean Union. 
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